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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

At Brunswick South West Primary School, we acknowledge
that we learn, work and play on the lands of the Wurundjeri
people of the Kulin Nation.

Mother’s Day and Special Person’s Stall:
A massive thank you to everyone who donated gifts
for our stall. We managed to raise over $2000 which
will go towards our buildings and grounds upgrades.
Thank you to all the volunteers who helped on the
day:
Chris Fong
Stephen
Andrews
Juann
Karly Cini
Andrew Ng
Ryan
Marnie Rinius

Rachel
Will
Thomas Baker
Rob Catchlove
Catherine Bogdan
Nicole Minihan
Tara Scorgie

Without all of you offering your time and support,
these events just wouldn’t be able to happen, so a
MASSIVE thank you! (Which leads me to the next
point).

Election Day Callout for Volunteers – 21st May
Community help call out for BSWP's epic
Election Day event!
The nation's federal election is only a couple of
weeks away and with it, our school's best opportunity
to raise money by being the most welcoming, tastiest
and fun destination for local voters!
We will have barista-made coffee, fresh cinnamon
donuts, breakfast-of-champions egg-and-bacon rolls,
baked goodies and of course, hot-off-thegrill democracy sausages. All set to some solid-gold
tunes co-ordinated by the legendary Gideon Brazil.
Boom.
But we need lots of helpers to pull this together!
So please, sign up today to be part of this
community event and fundraiser.
Democracy Day - Brunswick SW Primary — Signup Sheet |
SignUp.com

There's options to suit everyone, whether it's helping
out on the day or preparing things in the lead up.
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With everyone's help, we can turn polling day
into a party and raise funds for exciting grounds
projects at BSWPS. Double win!
Saturday 21 May BSWP will be serving Delightfully
Dutch Democracy pancakes. With a good coffee to
go with these are going to be super! Our coffee cart
is still looking for experienced coffee hands. If you
think you can help please reach out to Clea
Creagan.
NB. If the shifts proposed don't suit please let us
know, we can mix things up.
Soft Drink Donations:
For our election day we will be taking donations of
soft drinks to sell at the sausage sizzle. If you are
able to make a donation, please bring the soft drinks
to the office! Thank you!
NAPLAN:
NAPLAN is the National Assessment Program –
Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) is an annual
national assessment for all students in Years 3, 5, 7,
and 9 and is the only nationwide assessment that all
Australian children undertake. It’s a measure to see
whether or not young Australians are developing the
literacy and numeracy skills that provide the critical
foundation for other learning, and for their productive
and rewarding participation in the community. All
government and non-government education
authorities have contributed to the development of
NAPLAN materials. Well done to all of our students
who are currently sitting this national assessment.
NAPLAN will be completed next week.
No school Monday 23rd May:
Monday 23rd May is a teachers’ Professional
Practice Day for BSWPS. The teachers will not be at
school as they will be undertaking professional
learning on this day. If you do need your child to
attend this day there will be a CRT to supervise your
child, but there will not be any lessons. If you are
unable to make alternate arrangements, please
contact the office know so we can arrange enough
supervision.
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Graeme Joyce: President and Buildings and Grounds Subcommittee
Graeme has lived in Brunswick West with his partner Sarah Berry for 13 years and
has been a parent at Brunswick South West Primary School since our daughter Daisy
started in 2011. Our son Ned is currently in grade 2 and our grand-children Oliver and
Imogen also attend the school. Its my second year on school council.
Graeme has run his own business consultancy for the last 25 years and is one of
Australia’s leading practitioners in the planning, delivery and operation of large
infrastructure projects. His skills include providing strategic, commercial and contract
advice and negotiation, finding a pathway forward through complex problems,
problem solving and conflict management.
I love being part of our wonderful school community. I look forward to working with the
school community and am happy for a chat anytime.

Tara Scorgie: Vice President, Engagement and Finance
subcommittees.
Hello! I’m Tara. We are relatively new to the school, joining half way through
last year (2021). Blake (my husband) and I are originally from Melbourne, after
11 years in Sydney we decided to move back “home”. We have two daughters
at the school, Melo in Grade 2 (Dylan’s class) and Aria in Prep (Ashley’s
class). Though our move coincided with the lockdown in the second half of last
year we have settled so easily into the BSWPS community.
For more than a decade I worked in sales, marketing and education in the
Natural health industry. However, in the last year I have taken a career change
leap into psychology, and have gone back to full-time study to accomplish this.
Other passions of mine are FOOD (cooking and eating it), waste free living,
music and most recently crocheting.
This is my first year on the school council. My strengths are in relationship
building and stakeholder management, negotiation (contracts and policies) and
documenting, capturing and relaying knowledge. I love meeting new people
and working through challenges to harmonious outcomes. I am looking forward
to working with the school community. I am around most mornings and
afternoons and always here for a chat.

Will
Hi everyone, my name is Will MacAulay and I recently joined the BSWPS School
Council. This is my first year on a school council, so at the first meeting for the year
I was somewhat surprised to also be elected Treasurer!

I have a daughter at BSWPS (Chloe who's in Grade 2), and a son Finley (who is
looking forward to being in prep next year). I’ve lived in Brunswick for the last 12
years, and I work as an investment manager for an industry superannuation fund,
specialising in private markets investments. As Treasurer, I’m hoping to apply my
numeracy and planning skills to help BSWPS continue to deliver great education to
our kids. I echo Graeme’s comments from the last newsletter regarding the school’s
amazing community spirit. My partner and I both went to small schools in
regional Victoria where everyone knew everyone, and so feeling like part of an
extended family (and having a huge green space to roam at break time) is
something we wanted our children to experience... we feel incredibly lucky to have
found that at BSWPS.
Please say hi if you see me at pick up, and I look forward to meeting you at one of
the school functions or working bees!
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Jacqui
My name is Jacqui Lucas and I am Assistant Principal. I have been a part of the
Brunswick South West PS community for 10 years now, teaching across the year
levels. This is my second year on School Council and I am a member of the
Education Sub – Committee.

Lynette
Hello! I've been on School Council for the past two years (mostly via zoom…) and
convene the Grants and Fundraising committee, having served on the Education
Subcommittee for two years before joining council. I currently work in the university
sector and have a background in strategy, business development and fundraising for
nonprofit and performing arts organisations. My kids Luca (Gr5) and Ira (Gr2) love
being part of the wonderful BSWPS community and I’m looking forward to watching
them enjoy it in person as much as possible this year!

Danny Strapps: Councillor and Grants & Fundraising Subcommittee
Danny is Dad to Sophie Strapps in Rosie’s year ¾ Class and Step Dad to Tui
Carle in Dylan’s year 2 class. He is also Dad to the newly arrived Taika! They
have lived in Brunswick West along with Lil Carle for the last 4 years.
Danny has a background in graphic design before moving on to account
management and sales in the events industry, an industry that as we all know
fell short of success over the last few years. The pandemic helped him make the
move to commit full time to his own company that was established in 2016. With
a growing team working in the Beveridge industry, he brings small business
experience and know how to the council and is looking forward to helping shape
the school over the next few years.

Colette
Hi Everyone
My name is Colette and I am a busy working mum of three little kids.
I am a nurse and midwife and work in Sexual Health in Carlton.
My son Theo just started Prep this year, so I am new to the Brunswick SW
community.
I am looking forward to being a part of council, learning about the school, teachers,
children and their families and assisting in any way I can.
I am always totally inspired by teachers and people who work with young people
and give their time to helping kids thrive and achieve their goals.
Post Covid lockdowns, I am so excited and hopeful this year of getting the kids
back to normal, stress free lives, full of fun and learning. My family and I are so
happy to be a part of this fantastic Brunswick community.

Page 5

Brunswick South West Primary School
Newsletter

Genevieve
My professional career has been in Information Services and over my career I have
demonstrated a strong work ethic and commitment to delivering positive outcomes.
More recently my focus has been on family life, study and community engagement.
I have two daughters, Julia and Rachel, who are in Grade 4 and Prep. We love our
school community and always look to ways to make a positive contribution. This
year I am looking forward to contributing to School Council and will be particularly
focused on supporting the school with community building and look forward to
working on the engagement sub-committee. I’m especially looking forward to
getting to know families with young children at the school and learning from them
the ways they are keen to engage.

Rosa
Hi, I’m Rosa and I’m one of the Prep teachers at Brunswick South West. This is my
third year teaching and my third year at the school! It has been great being part of the
Brunswick South West community and I look forward to being on School Council this
year. This will be my first year on the council and I will be joining the engagement sub
-committee as well as being the secretary J.

Tom
Hello, my name is Tom and I’m a Foundation teacher here at BSWPS. I have been
teaching at the school since midway through 2019 and have loved every minute of it.
I grew up in Shepparton, which is 2 hours north of Melbourne. I decided to move to
Melbourne a couple of years ago as a lot of my friends were living here and to be
honest, there is a lot more to do in Melbourne! In my spare time I love following the
AFL (go tiges), going mountain biking and catching up with friends. The best part
about working at our school is the people. Everyone is so supportive and welcoming
and I feel we are creating a real community spirit. Hopefully I will see you all around
the school at some stage, come say g’day!

Ulrich
My name is Ulrich (Uli) Putz, I am a 3/4 classroom teacher here at BSWPS. This
is my fourth year as a teacher, and I am still loving it. Working as a primary
teacher is my second career, before I was working as a molecular neurobiologist
in Germany, USA, and Australia for more than 20 years. But now I enjoy the great
and friendly community here at Brunswick South West. This is my first year on
School Council and I will be joining the Grants and Fundraising Subcommittee.
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Parent Helpers
Wanted

Next term, we are starting a weekly parent helpers session in the Kitchen
Garden. If you like gardening, or would like to learn a bit more about it
and get your hands dirty, it would be great to have you along.

Where: The Kitchen Garden at BSWPS
When: Friday mornings in Term 2. After
drop off. Will start on Friday May 6th,
8:45-10am
Please register your interest by email to
Benjamin.Wilhelms@education.vic.gov.au
To attend, you will also need to show proof of vaccination and Working
With Children
Check to the school office.
See you in the garden!
Ben
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PARENT / CAREGIVER / GUARDIAN INFORMATION AND CONSENT LETTER OF
STUDENTS YEARS 4-6
2022 Student Attitudes to School Survey
Dear Parent / Caregiver / Guardian,
This letter is to inform you about the 2022 Student Attitudes to School Survey (AtoSS), that your child is
invited to participate in. (YEARS 4-6 ONLY)
About the survey
We value student voice as a means to improving student engagement, wellbeing and quality instruction and
are conducting a survey to find out what your child thinks of school.
The AtoSS is an annual student survey offered by the Department of Education and Training to assist your
child’s school to gain an understanding of students' perceptions and experience of school. Students will be
asked about their thoughts and feelings in relation to their school, their learning, peer and family
relationships, resilience, bullying, mental health and wellbeing, physical activity, and life in general.
This year, the AtoSS will be conducted at BSWPS over the period Monday 23 rd May-Friday 3rd June

What are the benefits?
In our experience, young people enjoy having their say. We have been running this survey for nearly 20
years and it has been invaluable in helping schools understand student views. Your school will use the survey
results to plan programs and activities to improve your child's schooling experience.
What are the risks?
While we do not anticipate many risks of participation, some students may find some of the survey
questions too personal and sensitive in nature. Should you agree for your child to participate, they are still
free to skip questions or to withdraw at any stage if the survey makes them uncomfortable.
The survey has been approved by a Human Research Ethics Committee. The questions are selected from
validated survey instruments used in Australia and around the world, are strength-based, and tailored for
each year level group.
What will my child be asked to do?
Your child will be invited to complete the survey online during class time using a purpose built secure online
survey tool. It is important to note that we are not in any way “testing” your child. Please note:
Student participation in the survey is voluntary and students may withdraw at any time.
The survey will take around 20-45 minutes to complete.

Page 8

Brunswick South West Primary School
Newsletter

How is my child’s confidentiality protected?
Your child will be provided with a unique login to complete the survey from their teacher. The student login
is an assigned identifier that may be used to link data for statistical and research purposes only. Personally
identifiable data will not be recorded in the survey response file. This ensures that the confidentiality of your
child’s responses is protected at all times.

How will results be reported?
The survey results will be reported back to the school in an aggregate form throughout the survey period. All
survey data that is made available in reports are for groups of students only so that no individual student can
be identified. Data suppression rules are used for schools with low student numbers per year level.
Your school may share the results of the survey with parents, in documents such as the School Annual Report.
Options for participation
Participation in this survey is voluntary. If you do not wish for your child to do the survey,
please opt out via email to your school: brunswick.sw.ps@education.vic.gov.au Please do so
before the School’s survey start date Monday 23rd May, stating that you wish to opt out of
your child’s participation, along with their name and year level.

If your school does not receive a Refusal of Consent email from yourself before the survey
commencement date mentioned within this letter, it means that you give your consent for your
child to participate in the 2022 Attitudes to School Survey.
A copy of the survey that we are asking your child to complete is available from your child’s school. Please
contact the administration office if you would like to see the survey before making your decision about
whether you would like your child to participate.
If you would like more information, please speak to your child’s teacher, or contact the Department at
school.surveys@education.vic.gov.au.
Yours sincerely,
The Victorian Department of Education and Training
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Ni Hao 你好 and welcome back to school!!
This past week our Foundation and Y1/2 students enjoyed their first Chinese Kungfu
Incursion. Here are some shots to share with you.
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Cross Country- By Xanthe

Shar was praying for a sunny day and when we got one, the races commenced.
Twelve/Thirteens went first. After there race, they stayed back to help Shar out
with the eleven year old’s. After the first few races, the largest age group went
the 9/10s. Throughout the day there were a few injury's but overall it was a
fantastic experience.
Thanks to all the following parents for assisting with the cross country.
Helen
Rachel
Mel
Christina
Sharon
Laura
“It was hard but fun!” – Doyoon
“Thumps up”- Jack.P
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RAINBOW DRESS UP DAY!

Here at BSWPS we pride ourselves on being a diverse, supportive and
inclusive community. We celebrate our differences and ensure all
members of our community, both at school and in the wider world, know
that they are absolutely awesome, whoever they are and however they
identify!

Tuesday 17 May
is the International Day Against Homophobia, Biphobia,
Interphobia & Transphobia (IDAHOBIT).
On this day we will be encouraging all students and teachers (and
parents!) to dress in all the colours of the rainbow (preferable all at
once!) to create a visible show of support for those in the LGBTIQ+
community. Across the school classes will learn about our wider
community and how our differences make our communities stronger,
more interesting and more vibrant! This is such an important day to
ensure that any LGBTIQ+ students are feeling supported and safe.
In early childhood and primary school settings, IDAHOBIT provides an
opportunity to encourage children to reflect, share and discuss the
diversity that they already engage with – in their school, families and
broader community.
IDAHOBIT also provides an opportunity to encourage children and
young people to reflect on their own assumptions about themselves and
others - especially in relation to gender roles and stereotypes.
We can’t wait to see all the amazing colours that will be worn to show
our support for this important day.
If you would like to learn more, or would like to register your own
IDAHOBIT even at your workplace please visit this website:
https://www.idahobit.org.au/index.php/get-active/resources
Thanks for your support and we can’t wait to see the colours!
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Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund applications
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps eligible families to cover the costs of
school trips, camps and sporting activities.
If you have a valid means-tested concession card, such as a Veterans Affairs Gold
Card, Centrelink Health Care Card or Pensioner Concession Card, or are a
temporary foster parent, you may be eligible. There is also a special consideration
category for asylum seeker and refugee families.
Payment amounts this year are $125 for eligible primary school students. Payments
are made direct to the school to use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions
and sporting activities for the benefit of your child.
It is important that funding made available in 2022 supports students to participate in
school trips, camps and sporting activities this year rather than being held for future
years. This funding can also be used in conjunction with any funding accrued from
previous years. Please note these activities will only take place if they meet
COVIDSafe requirements.
If you applied for CSEF through our school last year, you do not need to complete an
application form this year, unless there has been a change in your family
circumstances.
If you would like to apply for the first time, please contact the school office on 9387
6886 and ask for an application form.
You can also download the form, and find out more about the program and eligibility,
on the Department of Education and Training’s Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund
web page.
Check with the school office if you are unsure, and please return completed forms to
the school office as soon as possible.
csef-application-form 2022.pdf

Brunswick South West Primary School
School Holiday Program June/July 2022
Newsletter
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Brunswick South West Primary School- School Holiday Program will open 5pm, Friday
13 May 2022
For further information including how to log on please visit council’s website on https://
www.moreland.vic.gov.au/community-health/children-and-families/primary-school-holidayprogram/

