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Our Values 
• Respectful     Inclusive    Curious •  •  

The Curriculum  
days for 2022 
 
Friday 10th June 
- Queen’s 
Birthday 
weekend 
 
Monday October 
31st - Cup Day 
long weekend 
 

WHAT’S ON IN:  

Friday  6 May 
Mother’s Day Stall– All gifts are under $10 (CASH 

ONLY)  

Friday 6  May School Tour for new enrolments 

Friday 6  May Inter School Sports 

Monday 9 May Induction– Parent Volunteers at 2:30pm 

Monday 9 May 
School Cross Country (Grade 3 - 6)   

9:15am  - 11:15am at School  

Tuesday 10 May Year 1/2 Kungfu– Chinese Incursion  

Tuesday 10 May NAPLAN Starts  

Monday 16  May Annual Report to Community via Zoom - 6pm 

Tuesday  17  May IDAHOBIT Day– Wear Rainbow Colours  

Thursday 19 May NAPLAN Finishes  

Monday 23  May  
Teacher’s Professional Practice Day– Students not 

required at school  

Thursday 26 May School Photos 

Click this link: Brunswick 
South West School Tours — 
Signup Sheet | SignUp.com  

https://signup.com/client/invitation2/secure/589836104037/false?popup=true#/invitation
https://signup.com/client/invitation2/secure/589836104037/false?popup=true#/invitation
https://signup.com/client/invitation2/secure/589836104037/false?popup=true#/invitation


Brunswick South West Primary School 

Newsletter 

Page 2 PRINCIPAL’S REPORT  

At Brunswick South West Primary School, we acknowledge 
that we learn, work and play on the lands of the Wurundjeri 

people of the Kulin Nation. 

Dear Families,  

I returned to school on Monday after a visit back 

to England to see my family. It’s wonderful to see 

how the children have all settled back easily at 

school after the term one holidays. It has been 

wonderful to see their faces without the cover of 

masks and the relaxed restrictions has meant we 

have seen more parents about as well. Having 

families join us again for school assemblies will 

also be a bonus. In all, it has been a week of 

smiles and positivity. 

Term two is an action-packed term to look 

forward to. Please see some of the notable 

events below and check out the calendar 

page on Compass.  

• Our much-loved Mother’s Day and Special 

Person’s stall will take place this Friday May 

6th. All gifts are under $10 so please do not 

send your child with lots of money! 

• Interschool sports return for student s in 

Years 5 and 6.  

• The Year 1-6s have their Chinese 

Incursions with Kung-Fu and Lantern 

making!  

• We commence the planning for our 2023 

Prep (Foundation) students. School tours 

will be conducted and interested families 

can book in for these by contacting the 

school office or clicking the Sign-Up link on 

our website. Prep 2023 enrolment forms will 

be available from the office from May 6th.  

• The BSWPS Primary School Public 

Reporting Meeting (Annual Report to 

Community) will take place prior to our 

School Council meeting on Monday May 

16
th
 on Zoom. This is where we will 

present our 2021 Annual report to the 

Community. Everyone is welcome. This 

report was distributed to all families via a 

Compass newsfeed and hard copies will 

be available on our website.  

• We have NAPLAN coming up for all Years 

3 and 5 students. The National 

Assessment Program for Literacy and 

Numeracy (NAPLAN) will take place for all 

students across Australia during weeks 4 

and 5 this term.  

• The DET has mandated a common state-

wide student free day this term. School 

Council has endorsed Monday May 23rd. 

This day will be a Professional Practice 

Day for all staff, and therefore students will 

not be required to attend school on this 

day. Please let us know if your child needs 

to attend as Camp Australia is unavailable. 

• On Friday June 10th before the long 

weekend, our staff will be involved in a 

Curriculum Day. This day is therefore a 

student-free day, one of the four planned 

curriculum days endorsed by school 

council for the year.  

I hope that you have a good week. A more 

detailed newsletter will be available next week. 

Emma  
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 Graeme Joyce: President and Buildings and Grounds Subcommittee 

Graeme has lived in Brunswick West with his partner Sarah Berry for 13 years and 
has been a parent at Brunswick South West Primary School since our daughter Daisy 
started in 2011. Our son Ned is currently in grade 2 and our grand-children Oliver and 
Imogen also attend the school. Its my second year on school council. 

Graeme has run his own business consultancy for the last 25 years and is one of 
Australia’s leading practitioners in the planning, delivery and operation of large 
infrastructure projects. His skills include providing strategic, commercial and contract 
advice and negotiation, finding a pathway forward through complex problems, 
problem solving and conflict management. 

I love being part of our wonderful school community. I look forward to working with the 
school community and am happy for a chat anytime. 

Will 

Hi everyone, my name is Will MacAulay and I recently joined the BSWPS School 
Council.  This is my first year on a school council, so at the first meeting for the year 
I was somewhat surprised to also be elected Treasurer!   

I have a daughter at BSWPS (Chloe who's in Grade 2), and a son Finley (who is 
looking forward to being in prep next year). I’ve lived in Brunswick for the last 12 
years, and I work as an investment manager for an industry superannuation fund, 
specialising in private markets investments. As Treasurer, I’m hoping to apply my 
numeracy and planning skills to help BSWPS continue to deliver great education to 
our kids. I echo Graeme’s comments from the last newsletter regarding the school’s 
amazing community spirit. My partner and I both went to small schools in 
regional Victoria where everyone knew everyone, and so feeling like part of an 
extended family (and having a huge green space to roam at break time) is 
something we wanted our children to experience... we feel incredibly lucky to have 
found that at BSWPS.  

Please say hi if you see me at pick up, and I look forward to meeting you at one of 
the school functions or working bees!   

Tara Scorgie: Vice President, Engagement and Finance 
subcommittees. 
 
Hello! I’m Tara. We are relatively new to the school, joining half way through 
last year (2021). Blake (my husband) and I are originally from Melbourne, after 
11 years in Sydney we decided to move back “home”. We have two daughters 
at the school, Melo in Grade 2 (Dylan’s class) and Aria in Prep (Ashley’s 
class). Though our move coincided with the lockdown in the second half of last 
year we have settled so easily into the BSWPS community.  
 
For more than a decade I worked in sales, marketing and education in the 
Natural health industry. However, in the last year I have taken a career change 
leap into psychology, and have gone back to full-time study to accomplish this. 
Other passions of mine are FOOD (cooking and eating it), waste free living, 
music and most recently crocheting. 
 
This is my first year on the school council.  My strengths are in relationship 
building and stakeholder management, negotiation (contracts and policies) and 
documenting, capturing and relaying knowledge. I love meeting new people 
and working through challenges to harmonious outcomes. I am looking forward 
to working with the school community. I am around most mornings and 
afternoons and always here for a chat. 
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Colette 
 
Hi Everyone  
My name is Colette and I am a busy working mum of three little kids.   
I am a nurse and midwife and work in Sexual Health in Carlton.   
My son Theo just started Prep this year, so I am new to the Brunswick SW 
community.   
I am looking forward to being a part of council, learning about the school, teachers, 
children and their families and assisting in any way I can.   
I am always totally inspired by teachers and people who work with young people 
and give their time to helping kids thrive and achieve their goals.   
Post Covid lockdowns, I am so excited and hopeful this year of getting the kids 
back to normal, stress free lives, full of fun and learning. My family and I are so 
happy to be a part of this fantastic Brunswick community.   

Danny Strapps: Councillor and Grants & Fundraising Subcommittee 
  
Danny is Dad to Sophie Strapps in Rosie’s year ¾ Class and Step Dad to Tui 
Carle in Dylan’s year 2 class. He is also Dad to the newly arrived Taika! They 
have lived in Brunswick West along with Lil Carle for the last 4 years. 
Danny has a background in graphic design before moving on to account 
management and sales in the events industry, an industry that as we all know 
fell short of success over the last few years. The pandemic helped him make the 
move to commit full time to his own company that was established in 2016. With 
a growing team working in the Beveridge industry, he brings small business 
experience and know how to the council and is looking forward to helping shape 
the school over the next few years. 
 

 

Lynette  

Hello! I've been on School Council for the past two years (mostly via zoom…) and 
convene the Grants and Fundraising committee, having served on the Education 
Subcommittee for two years before joining council.  I currently work in the university 
sector and have a background in strategy, business development and fundraising for 
nonprofit and performing arts organisations. My kids Luca (Gr5) and Ira (Gr2) love 
being part of the wonderful BSWPS community and I’m looking forward to watching 
them enjoy it in person as much as possible this year! 

Jacqui 

My name is Jacqui Lucas and I am Assistant Principal. I have been a part of the 
Brunswick South West PS community for 10 years now, teaching across the year 
levels. This is my second year on School Council and I am a member of the 
Education Sub – Committee. 
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Ulrich 

My name is Ulrich (Uli) Putz, I am a 3/4 classroom teacher here at BSWPS. This 
is my fourth year as a teacher, and I am still loving it. Working as a primary 
teacher is my second career, before I was working as a molecular neurobiologist 
in Germany, USA, and Australia for more than 20 years. But now I enjoy the great 
and friendly community here at Brunswick South West. This is my first year on 
School Council and I will be joining the Grants and Fundraising Subcommittee.  

Tom 

Hello, my name is Tom and I’m a Foundation teacher here at BSWPS. I have been 
teaching at the school since midway through 2019 and have loved every minute of it. 
I grew up in Shepparton, which is 2 hours north of Melbourne. I decided to move to 
Melbourne a couple of years ago as a lot of my friends were living here and to be 
honest, there is a lot more to do in Melbourne! In my spare time I love following the 
AFL (go tiges), going mountain biking and catching up with friends. The best part 
about working at our school is the people. Everyone is so supportive and welcoming 
and I feel we are creating a real community spirit. Hopefully I will see you all around 
the school at some stage, come say g’day!  

Rosa 

Hi, I’m Rosa and I’m one of the Prep teachers at Brunswick South West. This is my 
third year teaching and my third year at the school! It has been great being part of the 
Brunswick South West community and I look forward to being on School Council this 
year. This will be my first year on the council and I will be joining the engagement sub
-committee as well as being the secretary J.   

Genevieve 
 
My professional career has been in Information Services and over my career I have 
demonstrated a strong work ethic and commitment to delivering positive outcomes. 
More recently my focus has been on family life, study and community engagement. 
I have two daughters, Julia and Rachel, who are in Grade 4 and Prep. We love our 
school community and always look to ways to make a positive contribution. This 
year I am looking forward to contributing to School Council and will be particularly 
focused on supporting the school with community building and look forward to 
working on the engagement sub-committee. I’m especially looking forward to 
getting to know families with young children at the school and learning from them 
the ways they are keen to engage. 
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Parents and carers, 
 
Its back!!!! 
This years Mother’s Day Stall is fast approaching and I need your help! Over the last few years, 
(prior to lockdowns) I have been trying to make the Mother’s Day Stall less “kitschy” more 
“homemade”.  I would love for any creative people to donate some pieces to the stall for the kids to 
buy for their mothers, grandmothers, parents, carers or just someone they appreciate.  
 
In previous years, the wonderful community have donated things like preserves, plants, aprons, 
jewellery, just all kinds of things. If, like me, you are not creative, you can help by picking up things 
you see on sale while out shopping.  Don't spend too much as we like to keep things under $10.00 
if we can. 

If you feel you can help with this, I will leave a box near the office to collect donated items. 
 
Thanks everybody. 

Catherine Pfabe 

Mother’s Day/Father’s Day co-ordinator 

Some of our amazing parents 
got together and have made a 
few pieces for the Mother’s Day 
and Special Person’s Stall. 
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Next term, we are starting a weekly parent helpers session in the Kitchen 
Garden.  If you like gardening, or would like to learn a bit more about it 

and get your hands dirty, it would be great to have you along. 

 
 
Where: The Kitchen Garden at BSWPS 
 
When: Friday mornings in Term 2. After  
drop off. Will start on Friday May 6th,  
8:45-10am  
 
Please register your interest by email to 
Benjamin.Wilhelms@education.vic.gov.au 
To attend, you will also need to show proof of vaccination and Working 
With Children  
 
Check to the school office. 
 
See you in the garden! 
Ben 

Parent Helpers  

Wanted  

mailto:Benjamin.Wilhelms@education.vic.gov.au
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Grades3-6 
School Cross Country:  
Parents please email me if you can spare some time to assist this coming 
Monday morning 9th  may. (sharron.bock@education.vic.gov.au and title it C/C 
helper).  
 
WHEN:   Monday 9/5/22  
TIME:      9:15-11:15  
WHERE: around the school oval.  
 
Schedule: (this is NOT a timed event )  
12/13 Girls then Boys  
11 year Girls then Boys  
9/10 Girls then Boys  
 
The top 10 students in each age group qualify for District Cross Country to be 
held at the Harold Steven’s Reserve Nth Coburg on Thursday 19th May from 
10am onwards.  
 
Grades P-2 
 
Footy Footy Footy  
Most classes are lucky enough to have a footy clinic for the next 3 weeks 
during PE classes. AFL sessions commenced last week and conclude on the 
20th May. So far the students have been practicing handball and kicking. I will 
be looking for some future Carlton recruits! Go Blues!  
 
Shar  
PE Specialist  
 

mailto:sharron.bock@education.vic.gov.au
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Here at BSWPS we pride ourselves on being a diverse, supportive and 
inclusive community.  We celebrate our differences and ensure all 
members of our community, both at school and in the wider world, know 
that they are absolutely awesome, whoever they are and however they 
identify! 

Tuesday 17 May  
is the International Day Against Homophobia, Biphobia, 

Interphobia & Transphobia (IDAHOBIT). 

On this day we will be encouraging all students and teachers (and 
parents!) to dress in all the colours of the rainbow (preferable all at 
once!) to create a visible show of support for those in the LGBTIQ+ 
community.  Across the school classes will learn about our wider 
community and how our differences make our communities stronger, 
more interesting and more vibrant!  This is such an important day to 
ensure that any LGBTIQ+ students are feeling supported and safe. 
In early childhood and primary school settings, IDAHOBIT provides an 
opportunity to encourage children to reflect, share and discuss the 
diversity that they already engage with – in their school, families and 
broader community.  
IDAHOBIT also provides an opportunity to encourage children and 
young people to reflect on their own assumptions about themselves and 
others - especially in relation to gender roles and stereotypes.  
We can’t wait to see all the amazing colours that will be worn to show 
our support for this important day.  
If you would like to learn more, or would like to register your own 
IDAHOBIT even at your workplace please visit this website: 
 
https://www.idahobit.org.au/index.php/get-active/resources 
 
Thanks for your support and we can’t wait to see the colours! 

https://www.idahobit.org.au/index.php/get-active/resources
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Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund applications 

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps eligible families to cover the costs of 
school trips, camps and sporting activities. 

If you have a valid means-tested concession card, such as a Veterans Affairs Gold 
Card, Centrelink Health Care Card or Pensioner Concession Card, or are a 
temporary foster parent, you may be eligible. There is also a special consideration 
category for asylum seeker and refugee families. 

Payment amounts this year are $125 for eligible primary school students. Payments 
are made direct to the school to use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions 
and sporting activities for the benefit of your child. 

It is important that funding made available in 2022 supports students to participate in 
school trips, camps and sporting activities this year rather than being held for future 
years. This funding can also be used in conjunction with any funding accrued from 
previous years. Please note these activities will only take place if they meet 
COVIDSafe requirements. 

If you applied for CSEF through our school last year, you do not need to complete an 
application form this year, unless there has been a change in your family 
circumstances. 

If you would like to apply for the first time, please contact the school office on 9387 
6886 and ask for an application form. 

You can also download the form, and find out more about the program and eligibility, 
on the Department of Education and Training’s Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund 
web page. 

Check with the school office if you are unsure, and please return completed forms to 
the school office as soon as possible. 

csef-application-form 2022.pdf  

file:///U:/ADMIN/CSEF/csef-application-form%202022.pdf
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Circus and Performing Arts 
Classes 

 
We have places in our term 2 circus & performing arts classes. 

  
Circus classes run on Mondays and Tuesdays from 3.30pm - 5pm in the school gym for 7-11yr 

old.   
  

Circus classes are a great way to develop co-ordination, balance, strength, flexibility, collaboration, 
creative expression, confidence & friendships. All while learning fun circus skills. 

  
Exclusive to Brunswick South West Primary School students, this after school program has been 

running for over 20 years! 
  

Our classes include: acrobalance, juggling, diabolo, poi, hooping, drama, static trapeze, silks, 
handstands, cartwheels and more.  

  
For more information & to enrol for term 2,  

please contact  
Anita Alexander  anitta.alexa@gmail.com 

 

mailto:anitta.alexa@gmail.com

