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The Curriculum
days for 2022
Friday 10th June
- Queen’s
Birthday
weekend
Monday October
31st - Cup Day
long weekend

Friday

1

April

Grade 5/6 Proactive Policing Unit Visit

Friday

1

April

Ride2School Day

Mon,Tues,Wed

4,5,6

April

SRC Market On Second Break (Students only)

Friday

8

April

End of Term– 2:30pm Finish

Tuesday

26

April

First Day of Term 2

Friday

6

May

Mother’s Day Stall

Monday

16

May

Annual Report to Community via Zoom

Thursday

26

May

School Photos

Friday May 6
Friday May 13
Friday May 20
Monday May 23
Friday June 3
Monday June
Friday June 17
Monday June 20
Click this link: Brunswick South West School Tours —
Signup Sheet | SignUp.com
South Daly Street Brunswick West 3055

Telephone 9387 6886

Email brunswick.sw.ps@education.vic.gov.au

www.brunswicksw-ps.vic.edu.au
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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

Brunswick South West Primary School
Newsletter

At Brunswick South West Primary School, we acknowledge that we learn, work and play
on the lands of the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin Nation.

Hi Everyone,
So much happens in a week!
Library Opening and Community Picnic:
A massive thank you to everyone who came to our official opening
and naming of Louise’s Library. It was a fun afternoon, and great to
see so many of you at school, including past staff and members of
Louise’s family. Thank you for purchasing the raffle tickets and ice
creams. Altogether we made $1452.14 to go towards our
‘Contemplation Garden’ at the front of the school, where children
will be able to sit around Louise’s bird bath, read and relax. The
Little Book Room are donating a percentage of their sales towards
credits for our library books. Old Tom will be going up in the library
soon! Thank you to Jacinta, Melissa, Gen, Gideon and Jim for all
the organising and the live band, and for all the parents who
volunteered to help for the event! This just wouldn’t happen
without you all!

This is Miriam, sister of Louise
with the new library plaque.

New School Council:
On Monday night we had our first meeting with our new school counsellors. Graeme Joyce has
nominated to be our School Council President, Tara Scorgie as Vice president, and Will Macaulay
as our treasurer. I will be asking the school council to prepare a little blurb about each of them for a
future newsletter. We will also be organising a shout out for people to join our sub-committees next
term.
Communication Survey:
Over the past fortnight I have sought feedback in regard to our current communication methods.
Thank you to the 47 people who responded to this survey. There does seem to be a consensus
that the newsletter is fairly long, and I will work on trying to find a better solution here. One thing
we are considering, based on the written responses, is a fortnightly newsletter, but a weekly dotpoint update and calendar item. We would also like to remind you that the events for the year are
also found on the Compass calendar if you are planning ahead. Thank you for your comments and
feedback – I will share the full results with the Engagement Sub Committee to seek their advice
and input, too. Here are some of the results:
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Library Fund and Building Fund Update:
We have been able to purchase almost $10,000 of decodable texts to support students with their
reading in guided reading groups thanks to the donations from you for the library fund, and our
literacy budget. More than $20,000 of our Building Fund money has been spent on purchasing and
installing air conditioners in the grey brick classrooms. By the end of this term all classrooms in the
grey brick will have their own air conditioners. Thank you to all of you for your parent contributions.
We would never have been able to purchase these without your support!
Managing children’s responses to natural disasters and world events
There are a lot of heartbreaking stories in the news at the moment as close to home we see the
impacts of the floods in QLD and NSW and further away with the current conflict in Ukraine. As
adults grapple with these big world events, children may also hear and see these stories on the
news and overhear adult conversations, and as they do, they will also be trying to make sense of it
all. It is important to keep in mind that a child’s reactions may depend on their developmental age,
stage and temperament; their sense of security prior to the threat of war or natural disaster; their
parents’ feelings and reactions and previous connections with such events; and how much
exposure they have been to media coverage. Following are some general tips for facilitating
conversations with children that are potentially challenging:
Make sense of the event yourself – Being able to ‘make meaning for self’ of turbulent times
allows us to speak with others with assurance and calm. Practice having conversations about
current news events with other adults and reflect on your thoughts and what information you would
share and how you would answer questions your child may ask. It’s also important to be mindful of
our reactions to these events, which can upset and confuse children or prevent them from
expressing their feelings openly.
Start conversations where the children are at – Each child’s understanding and knowledge of
world events will vary. Therefore it is important to ask your child what they have heard and what
questions they have rather than providing too much information that may overwhelm them.
Provide children with accurate information adapted to their age and developmental stage –
It is always important to be honest and share accurate information with children, however we can
ensure the information we are sharing is adapted to their age and stage of development. For
example, young children do not comprehend issues of time and space as well as older children,
and may need to be reassured that the war is not happening near to them.
Limit children’s exposure to media - Young children should not be exposed to media coverage
of the war, particularly strong images shown on the television. We can empower older children to
understand the way the media uses images in news stories and let them know that it is okay to
have breaks from the news and it does not mean they do not care.
Build hope and a sense of agency – Remind children to look for the helpers and how the
community rallies together in response to both natural disasters and world events like the conflict
in Ukraine. We often feel a sense of hopelessness when watching and learning about
heartbreaking new events. Research demonstrates that talking to children about what our country
is doing to support others and also what they can do individually to support recovery of others in
need, builds a sense of agency in children and brings about hope (for example helping gather
resources to donate goods to those in need).
Moule/Dawson Crossing
It has been brought to our attention that there is a safety issue at the Moule/Dawson St crossing
and the addition of traffic lights may ease some concerns.
Currently there is consultation happening for the 10 Year Capital Works program for walking and
cycling. As part of the consultation they are wanting to hear from the community about “what can
Council do to help make the area safer for pedestrians and cyclist?” and it has been suggested a
good place to start is to go to the page and drop a pin with your request and thoughts. Please see
link below:
10 Year Capital Works Plan Walking and Cycling | Conversations Moreland
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Date changed: Friday the 1st April
The big day is here again, Friday 1st April will be our BSWPS
Ride2School day.
Students from our school will ride, scoot, skate or walk to school on
the same day!
The morning will be full of fun activities and even a competition for
the best decorated helmet and bike.
When students arrive at school, they are to walk their bikes/scooters
straight to the oval where they will find their class parking spot.

Students are to wait with their teacher until our parade begins around
9:10am.
A reminder, there is to be no riding/scooting on the school grounds.

Fun fact:
For every kilometre you actively travel
instead of driving, you save 243.8 grams
of carbon emissions.
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In early February, BSWPS along with several schools in our area were introduced to the Victoria Police
Proactive Policing Unit working in Moonee Valley, Moreland and Hume Council Areas. Their role is to attend
schools and present topical material which addresses current issues.
Listed below is a breakdown of the topic areas they cover
• Bullying
• Cybersafety
• Family Violence
• Respectful Relationships and consent
• Drugs and Alcohol
• Road Safety
Having local community and emergency services engaging with our students provides opportunities to build
understanding and safety about why these services exist, and how they can be accessed.
Our staff, and the proactive police unit agreed the most relevant and topical materials to cover with our Yr.
5/6 students are cybersafety and bullying. Part of our work as educators is to teach and inform students
about issues such as cybersafety and bullying and to help equip them with skills and strategies to navigate
these issues, if ever confronted by them. Having the Proactive Policing Unit come and chat to our students
offers another opportunity to strengthen the teaching and learning of these important topics that are
explored and taught about already in our school.
School based cybersafety education and conversations with adults are two major factors that influence
young people's online safety strategies. It is critical that students understand in relation to themselves and
others, that misuse of digital technology and social media may result in legal consequences.
Our Year 5/6 cohort will have the opportunity to meet and chat with the local police this Friday 1st April at
2:30 pm. The chat will focus on cybersafety and bullying. Students will have opportunities to ask questions
and build their knowledge and sense of safety about these important issues.
If you have any questions, please contact Emma or Caroline.

Thank you,
Emma Fuller - Principal
Caroline Wignell - Mental Health & Wellbeing Coordinator

Hello parents, carers and kids. In the last week of term the SRC have decided to host a schoolwide
kids’ market. The market will be on at second break on the last Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday
of the final week of this term. It will include products made by kids and their carers. If you want to
bring in some homemade food or garden produce or even some crafts that you made that would
be great! You can send your child to school with a gold coin so they can participate in this fun
event! The SRC will host a vote to choose which charity to donate all money to. Options include
the Make a Wish foundation, flood relief and aide for Ukraine.
More information to come!
Thank you, from the SRC.
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Last Friday BSW hosted artist and author Leigh Hobbs. Leigh
entertained our students from P-6 with an interactive illustration
workshop. The students learned how to draw infamous characters
such as Old Tom and Mr Chicken (or Monsieur Poulet as he is
known in Paris).
Leigh explained how, even though we’re we’re all drawing the same character, every single drawing
would be different because we are all different and our brains think in different ways. It was so joyful
to see hundreds of drawings from our students over the day, each one special in its own way.
Thanks to our brilliant staff for facilitating the day, to Carly for helping me set up the scary AV
system in the hall, and to Luca Brazil in Brigit’s class who was our tech-roadie all day!
Jacinta di Mase
Teacher-Librarian
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Parent Helpers
Wanted

Next term, we are starting a weekly parent helpers session in the Kitchen
Garden. If you like gardening, or would like to learn a bit more about it
and get your hands dirty, it would be great to have you along.

Where: The Kitchen Garden at BSWPS
When: Friday mornings in Term 2. After
drop off. 8:45-9:45

Please register your interest by email to
Benjamin.Wilhelms@education.vic.gov.au
To attend, you will also need to show proof of vaccination and Working
With Children
Check to the school office.
See you in the garden!
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Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund applications
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps eligible families to cover the costs of
school trips, camps and sporting activities.
If you have a valid means-tested concession card, such as a Veterans Affairs Gold
Card, Centrelink Health Care Card or Pensioner Concession Card, or are a
temporary foster parent, you may be eligible. There is also a special consideration
category for asylum seeker and refugee families.
Payment amounts this year are $125 for eligible primary school students. Payments
are made direct to the school to use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions
and sporting activities for the benefit of your child.
It is important that funding made available in 2022 supports students to participate in
school trips, camps and sporting activities this year rather than being held for future
years. This funding can also be used in conjunction with any funding accrued from
previous years. Please note these activities will only take place if they meet
COVIDSafe requirements.
If you applied for CSEF through our school last year, you do not need to complete an
application form this year, unless there has been a change in your family
circumstances.
If you would like to apply for the first time, please contact the school office on 9387
6886 and ask for an application form.
You can also download the form, and find out more about the program and eligibility,
on the Department of Education and Training’s Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund
web page.
Check with the school office if you are unsure, and please return completed forms to
the school office as soon as possible.
csef-application-form 2022.pdf
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Parents and carers,
Its back!!!!
This years Mother’s Day Stall is fast approaching and I need your help!
Over the last few years, (prior to lockdowns) I have been trying to make
the Mother’s Day Stall less “kitschy” more “homemade”. I would love for
any creative people to donate some pieces to the stall for the kids to buy
for their mothers, grandmothers, parents, carers or just someone they
appreciate.
In previous years, the wonderful community have donated things like
preserves, plants, aprons, jewellery, just all kinds of things. If, like me, you
are not creative, you can help by picking up things you see on sale while
out shopping. Don't spend too much as we like to keep things under
$10.00 if we can.
If you feel you can help with this, I will leave a box near the office to
collect donated items.
The stall will be held in the week prior to Mother’s Day in May. I will let
you know the exact date closer to the date. I will also need some
volunteer sellers but will update you in late April.
Thanks everybody.
Catherine Pfabe
Mother’s Day/Father’s Day co-ordinator
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For further information including how to log on please visit council’s website on
https://www.moreland.vic.gov.au/living-in-moreland/community-services/children
-and-families/school-holiday-program/

