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Our Values 
• Respectful     Inclusive    Curious •  •  

Friday 25 March Library Opening and Picnic– 3:30pm– 5:30pm 

Monday 28 March 
First school council meeting to elect office bearers– 

7:00pm at school 

Friday 1 April Grade 5/6 Proactive Policing Unit Visit 

Friday 1 April Ride2School Day 

Friday  8  April  End of Term– 2:30pm Finish  

The Curriculum  
days for 2022 
 
Friday 10th June 
- Queen’s 
Birthday 
weekend 
 
Monday October 
31st - Cup Day 
long weekend 
 

WHAT’S ON IN:  

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT  
At Brunswick South West Primary School, we acknowledge that we learn, work and play 

on the lands of the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin Nation. 

Hi Everyone, 
 
Last week, the students had important conversations about how we can 
promote inclusion respect and community belonging for all students at 
Brunswick South West as part of National Day of Action Against Violence 
and Bullying. This week, we continue the conversation of respect and 
inclusion. It is Harmony Week and our students will be celebrating diversity, 
inclusivity and harmony with their friends and classmates. We hope you will 
join in the conversations with your child at home. It was wonderful to see so 
many of our children wearing orange and yellow on Monday. 
 
Please also remember that we have our Community Picnic and Library 
Opening this Friday after school. Please read on for further information. 
 
If you are looking for a beautiful story to share with your kids about 
celebrating differences between people and how this enriches our lives, you 
may like to view Mem Fox’s:  I am Australian too. 
 
i am australian too mem fox youtube - Google Search  

https://www.google.com/search?q=i+am+australian+too+mem+fox+youtube&rlz=1C1GCEU_enAU819AU819&oq=I+am+Australian+too&aqs=chrome.5.0i512l4j0i22i30l4.8300j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on
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Communication Survey: 
According to our Parent Opinion Survey 2021 our School Communication module of the survey is currently 77% 
positive. We are keen to improve on our communication with you, and this short survey may provide some direction 
with this. 
 Communications Survey (google.com)  

 
 
As per the survey, School communication is described as being:  
Positive and effective communication between school staff and parents/caregivers/guardians is essential in a child’s 
learning if family and school are to work together to best support the educational outcomes of the child.  
 
Managing children’s responses to natural disasters and world events 
 
There are a lot of heartbreaking stories in the news at the moment as close to home we see the impacts of the floods 
in QLD and NSW and further away with the current conflict in Ukraine.  As adults grapple with these big world events, 
children may also hear and see these stories on the news and overhear adult conversations, and as they do, they will 
also be trying to make sense of it all. It is important to keep in mind that a child’s reactions may depend on their 
developmental age, stage and temperament; their sense of security prior to the threat of war or natural disaster; their 
parents’ feelings and reactions and previous connections with such events; and how much exposure  they have been 
to media coverage. Following are some general tips for facilitating conversations with children that are potentially 
challenging: 
 
Make sense of the event yourself – Being able to ‘make meaning for self’ of turbulent times allows us to speak with 
others with assurance and calm. Practice having conversations about current news events with other adults and reflect 
on your thoughts and what information you would share and how you would answer questions your child may ask. It’s 
also important to be mindful of our reactions to these events, which can upset and confuse children or prevent them 
from expressing their feelings openly. 
Start conversations where the children are at – Each child’s understanding and knowledge of world events will 
vary. Therefore it is important to ask your child what they have heard and what questions they have rather than 
providing too much information that may overwhelm them.  
Provide children with accurate information adapted to their age and developmental stage – It is always 
important to be honest and share accurate information with children, however we can ensure the information we are 
sharing is adapted to their age and stage of development. For example, young children do not comprehend issues of 
time and space as well as older children, and may need to be reassured that the war is not happening near to them. 
Limit children’s exposure to media -  Young children should not be exposed to media coverage of the war, 
particularly strong images shown on the television. We can empower older children to understand the way the media 
uses images in news stories and let them know that it is okay to have breaks from the news and it does not mean they 
do not care. 
Build hope and a sense of agency – Remind children to look for the helpers and how the community rallies together 
in response to both natural disasters and world events like the conflict in Ukraine. We often feel a sense of 
hopelessness when watching and learning about heartbreaking new events. Research demonstrates that talking to 
children about what our country is doing to support others and also what they can do individually to support recovery of 
others in need, builds a sense of agency in children and brings about hope (for example helping gather resources to 
donate goods to those in need). 
 
Harmony Week and Louise’s Library: 
Please remember that we have Harmony Week in a few weeks time. Please wear orange on the Monday. On the 
Friday we will be celebrating the renaming of our Library in memory of Louise (Principal from 1994-2017). Please see 
the invitation in this newsletter for more information. 
 
Thank you, 
Emma Fuller  

 
 
 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT  

Jack made 
Carter a toy  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdac1b0WhqUiI_O6JvuK3ngPJ73pSQAQ5Q7gqaFFjoZTagSRA/viewform
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LOUISE 
CHOCHOLIS 

Principal Brunswick South West PS 1994-2017 

Louise was an inspirational leader and 
principal at Brunswick South West 
Primary school from 1994-2017. Her 
passion for state school education, for 
libraries, and the power of books, 
reading, and imagination is the reason 
we have the wonderful library our 
students enjoy today. 

That's why we are pleased to announce the new name of our school 
library will be "Louise's Library". There's a lovely new plaque 
outside the main doors and we are also planning to create a little 
contemplation and reading garden, the centrepiece of which will be 
a bird bath that recognizes Louise's other passion: Birds! 
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Hello families and friends,  
 
Next Saturday is Earth Hour. Turn your electricity off for one hour to help Australia’s 
wildlife and landscapes. You can also sign up and find more information here https://
www.earthhour.org.au/.  

At school we will celebrate Earth Hour with activities in our classrooms, for example 
finding our inner animal, looking at the science of climate change, playing games 
and learn how we can shape our future and help our planet.  

Regards  

Uli and the Science Team  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hello parents, carers and kids. In the last week of term the SRC have decided to 
host a schoolwide kids’ market. The market will be on at second break on the last 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday of the final week of this term. It will include 
products made by kids and their carers. If you want to bring in some homemade 
food or garden produce or even some crafts that you made that would be great! You 
can send your child to school with a gold coin so they can participate in this fun 
event! The SRC will host a vote to choose which charity to donate all money to. 
Options include the Make a Wish foundation, flood relief and aide for Ukraine.  
More information to come! 
 
Thank you, from the SRC. 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.earthhour.org.au%2F&data=04%7C01%7CEmily.Ketkas%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cb6fea180ab15410c2b9808da0ace3a07%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637834178092406903%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZ
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.earthhour.org.au%2F&data=04%7C01%7CEmily.Ketkas%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cb6fea180ab15410c2b9808da0ace3a07%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637834178092406903%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZ
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Congratulations to the 12 competitors who competed at the Region 
Swimming Carnival on Tuesday. What a magnificent achievement to 
get to such a high standard - one level before State. Keep up the great 
work ready for next year.  
Thank you to the parents for making before school and weekend 
training sessions, for being so enthusiastic and for supporting your 
children.  
Thank you to Emma for being the first Principal I’ve worked with to 
come and support our students at the Carnival - it meant so much to 
them.  
Shar  
PE Specialist  
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Date changed: Friday the 1

st
 April  

The big day is here again, Friday 1st April will be our BSWPS 
Ride2School day.  
 
Students from our school will ride, scoot, skate or walk to school on 
the same day!  
 
The morning will be full of fun activities and even a competition for 
the best decorated helmet and bike. Stay tuned to the newsletter for 
further details. 
 
 

Fun fact:  
For every kilometre you actively travel 
instead of driving, you save 243.8 
grams of carbon emissions.  
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Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund applications 

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps eligible families to cover the costs of 
school trips, camps and sporting activities. 

If you have a valid means-tested concession card, such as a Veterans Affairs Gold 
Card, Centrelink Health Care Card or Pensioner Concession Card, or are a 
temporary foster parent, you may be eligible. There is also a special consideration 
category for asylum seeker and refugee families. 

Payment amounts this year are $125 for eligible primary school students. Payments 
are made direct to the school to use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions 
and sporting activities for the benefit of your child. 

It is important that funding made available in 2022 supports students to participate in 
school trips, camps and sporting activities this year rather than being held for future 
years. This funding can also be used in conjunction with any funding accrued from 
previous years. Please note these activities will only take place if they meet 
COVIDSafe requirements. 

If you applied for CSEF through our school last year, you do not need to complete an 
application form this year, unless there has been a change in your family 
circumstances. 

If you would like to apply for the first time, please contact the school office on 9387 
6886 and ask for an application form. 

You can also download the form, and find out more about the program and eligibility, 
on the Department of Education and Training’s Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund 
web page. 

Check with the school office if you are unsure, and please return completed forms to 
the school office as soon as possible. 

csef-application-form 2022.pdf  

file:///U:/ADMIN/CSEF/csef-application-form%202022.pdf
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Parents and carers, 
 
Its back!!!! 
This years Mother’s Day Stall is fast approaching and I need your help! 
Over the last few years, (prior to lockdowns) I have been trying to make 
the Mother’s Day Stall less “kitschy” more “homemade”.  I would love for 
any creative people to donate some pieces to the stall for the kids to buy 
for their mothers, grandmothers, parents, carers or just someone they 
appreciate.  
 
In previous years, the wonderful community have donated things like 
preserves, plants, aprons, jewellery, just all kinds of things. If, like me, you 

are not creative, you can help by picking up things you see on sale while 
out shopping.  Don't spend too much as we like to keep things under 
$10.00 if we can. 

If you feel you can help with this, I will leave a box near the office to 
collect donated items. 
 
The stall will be held in the week prior to Mother’s Day in May. I will let 
you know the exact date closer to the date.  I will also need some 
volunteer sellers but will update you in late April. 
 
Thanks everybody. 

 

Catherine Pfabe 

Mother’s Day/Father’s Day co-ordinator 
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LOUISE’S LIBRARY  
 
Join us to celebrate the renaming of our school library in the name of Louise 
Chocholis 
 
Louise was an inspirational leader  
and principal at Brunswick South  
West Primary school from 1994-2017.  
Her passion for state school education,  
for libraries, and the power of books,  
reading, and imagination is the reason  
we have the wonderful library our  
students enjoy today.  
 
 
 
WHEN: FRIDAY 25 March 
TIME: 3.30pm-5.30pm (Library renaming speeches at 5pm outside the hall).  
WHAT: Family picnic, music, afternoon tea, book prize raffle, and special guest 
LEIGH HOBBS.  
WHERE: picnic outside the hall and visit the library to meet Leigh Hobbs 
 
Bring a picnic and enjoy some music from resident DJ Davis Hocking, purchase a 
sweet treat at the canteen, buy a raffle ticket and go in the draw to win some great 
book prizes, visit the library to browse and borrow a book with your family.  
 
Leigh’s books will be available for sale and signing in the library from 3.30 (or pre-
order via The Little Bookroom with the attached pre-order form.  
 
The Little Bookroom will donate 15% of all sales made on the night to the school 
library in the form of book credit.  
Funds raised via the sale of raffle tickets and sweet treats will go towards the 
creation of a reading and contemplation garden at the front of the school in Louise’s 
memory.  
 
This is a COVID Safe event. To enter the Library you must show evidence of your 
vaccination status.  
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Planning for a safe and supportive school community 
 
On Friday 18 March 2022, Brunswick South West Primary is participating in the National Day of Action against 
Bullying and Violence (NDA). The NDA is Australia’s key bullying prevention initiative, connecting schools and 
communities to find workable solutions to prevent bullying.  

The theme for the 2022 NDA is Kindness Culture. Brunswick South West Primary will demonstrate Kindness Culture 
by running student Circle Time Activities, running cross school buddy activities, teaching Social and Emotional 
Learning curriculum and promoting inclusiveness, respect and community belonging for all students.  

Planning for a safe and supportive school community requires a whole-school community approach. Whole-school 
responses to bullying prevention build positive and supportive school environments by incorporating strategies for 

intervention at all levels, inclusive of students, teachers, parents and carers. Three key characteristics outlined in 
the national definition of bullying distinguish bullying behaviours from other forms of peer aggression behaviours 
which do not constitute bullying. The key characteristics of bullying include: 

1. power imbalance 
2. deliberate intent to cause harm, and 
3. ongoing and repeated behaviour. 
 
 
 
 
While the following behaviours of peer aggression do not constitute bullying, these behaviours may still be serious 

and require intervention at home and at school: 
          - arguments and disagreements ( where there is no power imbalance)  
          - Single acts of social rejection or meanness, or  
          - isolated incidents of aggression, intimidation or violence.  
 
It is important for our entire school community, including our staff, parents, carers and students to have a clear 
understanding of the definition of bullying to be able to distinguish these behaviours from peer aggression, and 
correctly identify and respond to incidents of bullying. 
 
The full national definition can be read here. 

Knowing the types of bullying behaviour can also help you identify if the incident is bullying, or peer aggression. While 
neither of these behaviours are tolerated at Brunswick South West Primary, they do require different management 
strategies, and the first step for responding is to correctly identify the behaviour.  

If you have concerns that your child is being bullied, please contact the classroom teacher in the first instance. You will 
be referred to the Principal if a satisfactory outcome is not achieved. If you believe the behaviour constitutes a 
crime, or is a serious incident of cyberbullying, please refer to the Bullying. No Way! website for information on how 
to report to other authorities and gaining further help.  

You can read the Brunswick South West bullying prevention policy https://brunswicksw-ps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/
uploads/2021/07/BSWPS-Bullying-Prevention-Policy-2021.pdf to learn more about our school’s process for 
managing incidents of bullying.  

For more information, please visit the Bullying. No Way! website for additional resources.  

 

 

file:///C:/Users/mxcol8/Desktop/bullyingnoway.gov.au/understanding-bullying
https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/understanding-bullying/types-of-bullying
https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/contact-us/report-bullying
https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/contact-us/report-bullying
https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/contact-us/need-help-now
https://brunswicksw-ps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/BSWPS-Bullying-Prevention-Policy-2021.pdf
https://brunswicksw-ps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/BSWPS-Bullying-Prevention-Policy-2021.pdf
https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/responding-to-bullying/how-families-can-respond
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LEIGH HOBBS, creator of Old Tom, 
Mr Chicken, and Fiona the Pig is 

coming to BSWPS! 

Leigh will present three workshops 
across the day for all students 
Foundation to Year 6.  
 
WHEN: Friday 25 March 
WHERE: BSW Library 
 
Students will attend with their 
teachers and will learn how to draw 
Leigh Hobbs’ iconic characters as well 
as hearing about the creative process 
behind Leigh’s books.  

Library Opening and Picnic 
 
After school, Leigh will stay to meet our community and speak at the library 
opening event and school picnic 3.30-5.00.  
 
His books are available for pre-order (see attached flyer from The Little 
Bookroom) and for sale at the school picnic where Leigh will be happy to sign 
copies.  
 
The Little Bookroom will donate 15% of all sales back to our school library.  
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Sexuality Education - BSWPS Tickets | 
TryBooking Australia  

https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing?eid=879610&
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing?eid=879610&
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BRUNSWICK SOUTH WEST PRIMARY SCHOOL 
For further information including how to log on please visit council’s website on 

https://www.moreland.vic.gov.au/living-in-moreland/community-services/children
-and-families/school-holiday-program/  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.moreland.vic.gov.au%2Fliving-in-moreland%2Fcommunity-services%2Fchildren-and-families%2Fschool-holiday-program%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cbrunswick.sw.ps%40education.vic.gov.au%7C4a78f22da14b4b78faf
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.moreland.vic.gov.au%2Fliving-in-moreland%2Fcommunity-services%2Fchildren-and-families%2Fschool-holiday-program%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cbrunswick.sw.ps%40education.vic.gov.au%7C4a78f22da14b4b78faf
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