Our Values

• Respectful • Inclusive • Curious
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Mon-Sun

21

March

Harmony Week

The Curriculum
days for 2022

Monday

21

March

Dress in orange or yellow for Harmony Week

Friday 10th June
- Queen’s
Birthday
weekend

Monday

21

March

Talking the talk- Parents– 8pm

Wednesday

23

March

Talking the talk– Staff

Friday

25

March

Library Opening and Picnic– 3:30pm– 5:30pm

Monday

28

March

Friday

1

April

Grade 5/6 Proactive Policing Unit Visit

Friday

1

April

Ride2School Day

Friday

8

April

End of Term– 2:30pm Finish

Monday October
31st - Cup Day
long weekend

First school council meeting to elect office bearers–
7:00pm at school

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
At Brunswick South West Primary School, we acknowledge that we learn, work and play
on the lands of the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin Nation.

Dear community,
I hope you were all able to enjoy the long weekend last weekend. The Labour
Day weekend usually marks the midpoint of term 1, but this year, we note there
are only 4 weeks of term 1 to go!
How wonderful to hear that 12 of our students have made it to the regional
swimming next Tuesday. Thank you to Shar for supporting our students and
meeting them for an early morning training session. I’m really looking forward to
seeing how you go on Tuesday!
South Daly Street Brunswick West 3055

Telephone 9387 6886

Email brunswick.sw.ps@education.vic.gov.au

www.brunswicksw-ps.vic.edu.au
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COVID SAFETY UPDATE:
You may have noticed that we have had an increase in the number of students who have become
COVID positive over the last week or so, particularly in our Junior School. I would like to reassure
you that a number of these cases have been transmitted by parents or older siblings in the home. I
would encourage our P-2 students to bring a mask to school and wear it in the classrooms to avoid
further transmission, even though this isn’t mandated. From Monday we will ask all students to be
at school between 8:45 and 9am. Thank you for your support.
SAFE SCHOOLS:
All the teachers met on Curriculum Day last Friday. We had our first professional learning session
with Safe Schools. In 2010, the Victorian Government established Safe Schools to ensure schools
are safe places for all students, including Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans and gender diverse,
Intersex, Queer, Asexual and questioning (LGBTIQ+) students, and are free of discrimination. It
was born out of the need identified by school communities, parents and teachers for greater
support for LGBTIQ+ students, who are at higher risks of bullying and suicide, and to ensure that
schools create safe and inclusive environments. For further information, please visit: Safe Schools
(education.vic.gov.au)

SCHOOL COUNCIL:
We have finalised our school council for the 2022 school year. Our first meeting is on the 28 th
March, and it is in this meeting that we will elect the School Council president, vice-president, and
other roles of council. If you are interested in joining a sub-committee, please keep your eyes
peeled as we will be asking for interested people to come forward for these in April.
NATIONAL DAY OF ACTION AGAINST VIOLENCE AND BULLYING:
This day is Australia’s key bullying prevention initiative.
At BSWPS, we foster a school climate that promotes learning and wellbeing, and the capacity to
work together to address issues if they do arise. These days, we not only consider what happens
in the classroom and school yard, we also work hard to counter bullying online and foster online
safety. The theme for 2022 is Kindness Culture. By building a Kindness Culture together, we can
promote inclusion, respect, and community belonging, for every student at our school. Kindness
supports our school community to build a safe and connected school culture and assists us to
implement workable solutions to prevent bullying. Your child will be participating in some activities
this week to promote an awareness of action against violence and bullying. We all want our
children to know that when they attend BSWPS, they are at a school that feels safe, supportive,
and respectful because when they feel this way, they are ready to learn. Please join in this
important conversation with your child. These resources may assist you along the way. You may
also like to watch this video clip with your child and discuss the issues it presents.
Be kind online: Video platforms and cyberbullying - YouTube
Fact sheets for families (bullyingnoway.gov.au)
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Communication Survey:
According to our Parent Opinion Survey 2021 our School Communication module of the survey is
currently 77% positive. We are keen to improve on our communication with you, and this short
survey may provide some direction with this.
Communications Survey (google.com)

As per the survey, School communication is described as being:
Positive and effective communication between school staff and parents/caregivers/guardians is
essential in a child’s learning if family and school are to work together to best support the
educational outcomes of the child.
Maths Olympiad:
Uli and I will be running Maths Olympiad on Thursdays from this week and beyond. Students in the
upper school have been selected for this advanced maths program, and will be staying after school
with us to undertake maths challenges. This is part of the APSMO (Australian Problem Solving
Mathematical Olympiads) competitions for students aged 8-14. We look forward to working with
these students! Congratulations if you have been selected!
Talking the Talk:
A reminder that we have a parent event ‘Talking the Talk’ which will be happening on Monday 21st
March. Please refer to the flyer in this newsletter for more information.

Carter Update and COMPETITION:
Carter has been crying and barking a lot (and driving everyone in the office crazy). He has had a
little break from school. It turns out that this is normal behaviour for an adolescent dog – and so we
are looking for creative ways to entertain him, and stimulate his thinking. If your child would like to
create a puzzle toy for Carter, please can you bring them to the office, and we will provide photo
updates and feedback. The student who creates Carter’s favourite puzzle toy will win a morning
with Carter at the end of term!
Harmony Week and Louise’s Library:
Please remember that we have Harmony Week in a few weeks time. Please wear orange on the
Monday. On the Friday we will be celebrating the renaming of our Library in memory of Louise
(Principal from 1994-2017). Please see the invitation in this newsletter for more information.
Dom:
One of our beautiful teachers Domonique just got married
over the weekend. We hope you had a wonderful day and
we wish the happy couple all the happiness in the world.
Thank you,
Emma Fuller
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Harmony Day 2022

Wear Orange or Yellow to school on Monday 21st of
March.

Orange is the colour chosen to represent Harmony Week.
Traditionally, orange signifies social communication and
meaningful conversations. It also relates to the freedom of
ideas and encouragement of mutual respect. Australians can
choose to wear something orange during Harmony Week to
show their support for cultural diversity and an inclusive
Australia.
Dear families,
You will notice from today 3 'events' in Compass that require your consent. These are not for excursions
but rather permission for the following:
1. Within school photography: This is providing consent for photos and or filming to be taken of your
child to be used within the school community only. This includes displays around the school, and use on
Compass.
2. External media photography permission: This includes publishing photos to our website and the
newsletter which is available on our website. Please be advised without permission for this we cannot
include your child in the newsletter and will therefore either not include photos that show their face or will
blur their face.
3. Local excursion permission: This is permission for the teacher to take students for a walk in our local
area or across the road to Wylie Reserve.
All three of these permissions are for the calendar year. We will ask you for permission every year. Many
Foundation students have already signed a photography permission note, however we ask
that all families complete these permissions regardless of whether they have completed a paper form.
More information can be found in our 2021 BSWPS Photographing, Filming and Recording Students
Policy. If you have any questions please feel free to contact me at
Jacqueline.lucas@education.vic.gov.au.
Regards, Jacqui
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Date changed: Friday the 1st April
The big day is here again, Friday 1st April will be our BSWPS
Ride2School day.
Students from our school will ride, scoot, skate or walk to school on
the same day!
The morning will be full of fun activities and even a competition for
the best decorated helmet and bike. Stay tuned to the newsletter for
further details.

Fun fact:
For every kilometre you actively travel
instead of driving, you save 243.8
grams of carbon emissions.
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Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund applications
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps eligible families to cover the costs of
school trips, camps and sporting activities.
If you have a valid means-tested concession card, such as a Veterans Affairs Gold
Card, Centrelink Health Care Card or Pensioner Concession Card, or are a
temporary foster parent, you may be eligible. There is also a special consideration
category for asylum seeker and refugee families.
Payment amounts this year are $125 for eligible primary school students. Payments
are made direct to the school to use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions
and sporting activities for the benefit of your child.
It is important that funding made available in 2022 supports students to participate in
school trips, camps and sporting activities this year rather than being held for future
years. This funding can also be used in conjunction with any funding accrued from
previous years. Please note these activities will only take place if they meet
COVIDSafe requirements.
If you applied for CSEF through our school last year, you do not need to complete an
application form this year, unless there has been a change in your family
circumstances.
If you would like to apply for the first time, please contact the school office on 9387
6886 and ask for an application form.
You can also download the form, and find out more about the program and eligibility,
on the Department of Education and Training’s Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund
web page.
Check with the school office if you are unsure, and please return completed forms to
the school office as soon as possible.
csef-application-form 2022.pdf
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Parents and carers,
Its back!!!!
This years Mother’s Day Stall is fast approaching and I need your help!
Over the last few years, (prior to lockdowns) I have been trying to make
the Mother’s Day Stall less “kitschy” more “homemade”. I would love for
any creative people to donate some pieces to the stall for the kids to buy
for their mothers, grandmothers, parents, carers or just someone they
appreciate.
In previous years, the wonderful community have donated things like
preserves, plants, aprons, jewellery, just all kinds of things. If, like me, you
are not creative, you can help by picking up things you see on sale while
out shopping. Don't spend too much as we like to keep things under
$10.00 if we can.
If you feel you can help with this, I will leave a box near the office to
collect donated items.
The stall will be held in the week prior to Mother’s Day in May. I will let
you know the exact date closer to the date. I will also need some
volunteer sellers but will update you in late April.
Thanks everybody.
Catherine Pfabe
Mother’s Day/Father’s Day co-ordinator
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LOUISE’S LIBRARY
Join us to celebrate the renaming of our school library in the name of Louise
Chocholis
Louise was an inspirational leader
and principal at Brunswick South
West Primary school from 1994-2017.
Her passion for state school education,
for libraries, and the power of books,
reading, and imagination is the reason
we have the wonderful library our
students enjoy today.

WHEN: FRIDAY 25 March
TIME: 3.30pm-5.30pm (Library renaming speeches at 5pm outside the hall).
WHAT: Family picnic, music, afternoon tea, book prize raffle, and special guest
LEIGH HOBBS.
WHERE: picnic outside the hall and visit the library to meet Leigh Hobbs
Bring a picnic and enjoy some music from resident DJ Davis Hocking, purchase a
sweet treat at the canteen, buy a raffle ticket and go in the draw to win some great
book prizes, visit the library to browse and borrow a book with your family.
Leigh’s books will be available for sale and signing in the library from 3.30 (or preorder via The Little Bookroom with the attached pre-order form.
The Little Bookroom will donate 15% of all sales made on the night to the school
library in the form of book credit.
Funds raised via the sale of raffle tickets and sweet treats will go towards the
creation of a reading and contemplation garden at the front of the school in Louise’s
memory.
This is a COVID Safe event. To enter the Library you must show evidence of your
vaccination status.
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Planning for a safe and supportive school community
On Friday 18 March 2022, Brunswick South West Primary is participating in the National Day of Action against
Bullying and Violence (NDA). The NDA is Australia’s key bullying prevention initiative, connecting schools and
communities to find workable solutions to prevent bullying.
The theme for the 2022 NDA is Kindness Culture. Brunswick South West Primary will demonstrate Kindness Culture
by running student Circle Time Activities, running cross school buddy activities, teaching Social and Emotional
Learning curriculum and promoting inclusiveness, respect and community belonging for all students.

Planning for a safe and supportive school community requires a whole-school community approach. Whole-school
responses to bullying prevention build positive and supportive school environments by incorporating strategies for
intervention at all levels, inclusive of students, teachers, parents and carers. Three key characteristics outlined in
the national definition of bullying distinguish bullying behaviours from other forms of peer aggression behaviours
which do not constitute bullying. The key characteristics of bullying include:
1. power imbalance
2. deliberate intent to cause harm, and
3. ongoing and repeated behaviour.

While the following behaviours of peer aggression do not constitute bullying, these behaviours may still be serious
and require intervention at home and at school:
- arguments and disagreements ( where there is no power imbalance)
- Single acts of social rejection or meanness, or
- isolated incidents of aggression, intimidation or violence.
It is important for our entire school community, including our staff, parents, carers and students to have a clear
understanding of the definition of bullying to be able to distinguish these behaviours from peer aggression, and
correctly identify and respond to incidents of bullying.
The full national definition can be read here.
Knowing the types of bullying behaviour can also help you identify if the incident is bullying, or peer aggression. While
neither of these behaviours are tolerated at Brunswick South West Primary, they do require different management
strategies, and the first step for responding is to correctly identify the behaviour.
If you have concerns that your child is being bullied, please contact the classroom teacher in the first instance. You will
be referred to the Principal if a satisfactory outcome is not achieved. If you believe the behaviour constitutes a
crime, or is a serious incident of cyberbullying, please refer to the Bullying. No Way! website for information on how
to report to other authorities and gaining further help.

You can read the Brunswick South West bullying prevention policy https://brunswicksw-ps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/
uploads/2021/07/BSWPS-Bullying-Prevention-Policy-2021.pdf to learn more about our school’s process for
managing incidents of bullying.
For more information, please visit the Bullying. No Way! website for additional resources.
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Mental Health in
Primary Schools
(MHIPS)
Dear Year 2 & Year 4 Parents,
Our school is participating in the Mental Health in Primary Schools (MHIPS)
pilot. A letter about the pilot project came home to you last week with your
child and outlines the following:
All parents/guardians of grades 2 and 4 children are invited to join the
research. To participate, we are asking that you kindly complete two 15-minute
online surveys (the first in Term 1 and the second in Term 4) about your child’s
emotional and behavioural development and your knowledge of mental health
and wellbeing in children. You do not have to be involved if you do not want to.
The letter includes a link to the Participant Information and Consent Form
and survey and is repeated below for your convenience:
redcap.link/mhips2022
If you have any questions about the research, please contact the MCRI research
team at mhips@mcri.edu.au or call 03 9936 6072.
Kind regards,

Caroline Wignell – Mental Health & Wellbeing Coordinator
Emma Fuller - Principal
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LEIGH HOBBS, creator of Old Tom,
Mr Chicken, and Fiona the Pig is
coming to BSWPS!
Leigh will present three workshops
across the day for all students
Foundation to Year 6.
WHEN: Friday 25 March
WHERE: BSW Library
Students will attend with their
teachers and will learn how to draw
Leigh Hobbs’ iconic characters as well
as hearing about the creative process
behind Leigh’s books.

Library Opening and Picnic
After school, Leigh will stay to meet our community and speak at the library
opening event and school picnic 3.30-5.00.
His books are available for pre-order (see attached flyer from The Little
Bookroom) and for sale at the school picnic where Leigh will be happy to sign
copies.
The Little Bookroom will donate 15% of all sales back to our school library.
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Sexuality Education - BSWPS Tickets |
TryBooking Australia
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BRUNSWICK SOUTH WEST PRIMARY SCHOOL

For further information including how to log on please visit council’s website on
https://www.moreland.vic.gov.au/living-in-moreland/community-services/children
-and-families/school-holiday-program/
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