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• Respectful • Inclusive • Curious
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The Curriculum
days for 2022
Friday March
11th - Labour
Day weekend
Friday 10th June
- Queen’s
Birthday
weekend

Monday October
31st - Cup Day

Friday

11

March

Curriculum Day (No students attend school)

Monday

14

March

Labour Day– Public Holiday (No school)

Mon-Sun

21

March

Harmony Week

Monday

21

March

Dress in orange or yellow for Harmony Week

Monday

21

March

Talking the talk- Parents

Wednesday

23

March

Talking the talk– Staff

Thursday

24

March

Ride 2 School Day

Friday

25

March

Library Opening and Picnic– 3:30pm– 5:30pm

Monday

28

March

Friday

8

April

First school council meeting to elect office bearers–
7:00pm at school
End of Term– 2:30pm Finish

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
At Brunswick South West Primary School, we acknowledge that we learn, work and play
on the lands of the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin Nation.

Hello everyone,
I hope you are all safe and well.
Firstly, a reminder that tomorrow (Friday) is a staff training day, and therefore
children will not be at school. Monday is the annual Labour Day Holiday – so
enjoy the long weekend!
International Women’s Day on Tuesday this week was celebrated across the
school. It was wonderful to see so many of our children dressed in white, purple
and green. Thank you to Caroline for organising the classroom activities.
South Daly Street Brunswick West 3055

Telephone 9387 6886

Email brunswick.sw.ps@education.vic.gov.au

www.brunswicksw-ps.vic.edu.au
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New Strategic Plan 2022-2025:
Our new strategic plan will be available on our website from next week. The plan was
created at the end of term 4 last year after our school review. The plan clearly
captures our Vision and Values, as well as our challenges and plans for improvement
for the next four years. Our Annual Implementation Plan will be shared at school
council later this month, and then will be shared with the community along with our
Annual Report for 2021.
The Strategic Plan is based upon 3 overarching goals, with each goal having distinct
Key Improvement Strategies (KIS), as summarised in this table:
Goal
Improve Literacy
outcomes for
all students

Key Improvement Strategies
KIS1a: Develop and document a whole–school sequential curriculum plan in
Literacy.
KIS 1B: Build leader and teacher capacity, within PLCs, (professional
learning communities) to collaboratively evaluate impact on learning; and
use formative assessment to plan a differentiated curriculum that targets each
student’s point of learning.
KIS 1C: Further develop, and consistently implement across the whole
school, agreed instructional guidelines for teaching Literacy to enable
consistent, high–quality instruction in every classroom.

Enhance Student
Voice and
Learner
Agency

Improve the
wellbeing of
all students

KIS 1D: Build teacher capacity through enhanced Instructional Leadership
and sharing practice within a dynamic PLC culture, characterised by
coaching, modelling and peer observations.
KIS 2A: Develop and document a consistent whole–school strategy,
including goal– setting, to empower students and develop self–regulating
learners.
KIS 2B: Further build teacher capacity to enhance student voice and learner
agency.
KIS 2C: Enhance feedback to and from students; to improve student
motivation, self– efficacy, and achievement.
KIS 3.a Further embed the whole–school approach to wellbeing.

The Strategic Plan also articulates detailed targets for each goal. In many instances,
these targets are narrow because of the generally high achievements levels the
school has attained from year to year. Our 2022 Annual Implementation Plan (AIP)
provides more granular detail on our actions towards the goals and strategies in the
Strategic Plan. At this early stage of the new plan, I’m delighted to report that we
have pleasing momentum and actions unfolding against most of these Key
Improvement Strategies. Our staff training tomorrow will be focusing on Wellbeing,
with an introduction from Safe Schools, and a focus on Learner Agency. I will update
you all in the next newsletter.
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Parent Payments – To Be Finalised:
Having now reconciled most of our start up costs for the year with our suppliers,
we’re now eager to finalise all parent payments for 2022. In streamlining the start to
the school year for all families, the school has purchased all of your child’s essential
curriculum materials in good faith on your behalf. We now seek your support to
finalise these payments through Compass. Where there have been extenuating
circumstances, we’ve been delighted to tailor payment plans for individual families. If
you would like to discuss this matter with our Business Manager, Melissa Cameron,
please don’t hesitate to call the office on 9387 6886.
Staff News:
Congratulations to Dom who is getting married to Eamon this weekend. We had a
‘Good Luck’ morning tea to wish her well earlier this week. I’m sure you’ll join me in
wishing her all the best in her married life! Dom has promised photos will follow!
Congratulations to Sarah Turner who is replacing Mel as our Library Specialist, and
to Allison Berry who is teaching Carly’s class on Thursdays and Fridays. Both Allison
and Sarah have been at our school for a while now, and it’s a pleasure to have them
back on deck as formal staff members.
Maths Olympiad:
Uli and I will be running Maths Olympiad on Thursdays from next week. Students in
the upper school have been selected for this advanced maths program, and will be
staying after school with us to undertake maths challenges. This is part of the
APSMO (Australian Problem Solving Mathematical Olympiads) competitions for
students aged 8-14. We look forward to working with these students!
Congratulations if you have been selected!
Talking the Talk:
A reminder that we have a parent event ‘Talking the Talk’ which will be happening on
Monday 21st March. Please refer to the flyer in this newsletter for more information.
Carter Update and COMPETITION:
Carter has been crying and barking a lot (and driving everyone in the office crazy).
He has had a little break from school. It turns out that this is normal behaviour for an
adolescent dog – and so we are looking for creative ways to entertain him, and
stimulate his thinking. If your child would like to create a puzzle toy for Carter, please
can you bring them to the office, and we will provide photo updates and feedback.
The student who creates Carter’s favourite puzzle toy will win a morning with Carter
at the end of term!
Harmony Week and Louise’s Library:
Please remember that we have Harmony Week in a few weeks time. Please wear
orange on the Monday. On the Friday we will be celebrating the renaming of our
Library in memory of Louise (Principal from 1994-2017). Please see the invitation in
this newsletter for more information.
Thank you,
Emma Fuller
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Harmony Day 2022

Wear Orange or Yellow to school on Monday 21st of
March.

Orange is the colour chosen to represent Harmony Week.
Traditionally, orange signifies social communication and
meaningful conversations. It also relates to the freedom of
ideas and encouragement of mutual respect. Australians can
choose to wear something orange during Harmony Week to
show their support for cultural diversity and an inclusive
Australia.
Dear families,
You will notice from today 3 'events' in Compass that require your consent. These are not for excursions
but rather permission for the following:
1. Within school photography: This is providing consent for photos and or filming to be taken of your
child to be used within the school community only. This includes displays around the school, and use on
Compass.
2. External media photography permission: This includes publishing photos to our website and the
newsletter which is available on our website. Please be advised without permission for this we cannot
include your child in the newsletter and will therefore either not include photos that show their face or will
blur their face.
3. Local excursion permission: This is permission for the teacher to take students for a walk in our local
area or across the road to Wylie Reserve.
All three of these permissions are for the calendar year. We will ask you for permission every year. Many
Foundation students have already signed a photography permission note, however we ask
that all families complete these permissions regardless of whether they have completed a paper form.
More information can be found in our 2021 BSWPS Photographing, Filming and Recording Students
Policy. If you have any questions please feel free to contact me at
Jacqueline.lucas@education.vic.gov.au.
Regards, Jacqui
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LOUISE’S LIBRARY
Join us to celebrate the renaming of our school library in the name of Louise
Chocholis
Louise was an inspirational leader
and principal at Brunswick South
West Primary school from 1994-2017.
Her passion for state school education,
for libraries, and the power of books,
reading, and imagination is the reason
we have the wonderful library our
students enjoy today.

WHEN: FRIDAY 25 March
TIME: 3.30pm-5.30pm (Library renaming speeches at 5pm outside the hall).
WHAT: Family picnic, music, afternoon tea, book prize raffle, and special guest
LEIGH HOBBS.
WHERE: picnic outside the hall and visit the library to meet Leigh Hobbs
Bring a picnic and enjoy some music from resident DJ Davis Hocking, purchase a
sweet treat at the canteen, buy a raffle ticket and go in the draw to win some great
book prizes, visit the library to browse and borrow a book with your family.
Leigh’s books will be available for sale and signing in the library from 3.30 (or preorder via The Little Bookroom with the attached pre-order form.
The Little Bookroom will donate 15% of all sales made on the night to the school
library in the form of book credit.
Funds raised via the sale of raffle tickets and sweet treats will go towards the
creation of a reading and contemplation garden at the front of the school in Louise’s
memory.
This is a COVID Safe event. To enter the Library you must show evidence of your
vaccination status.
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Planning for a safe and supportive school community
On Friday 18 March 2022, Brunswick South West Primary is participating in the National Day of Action against
Bullying and Violence (NDA). The NDA is Australia’s key bullying prevention initiative, connecting schools and
communities to find workable solutions to prevent bullying.
The theme for the 2022 NDA is Kindness Culture. Brunswick South West Primary will demonstrate Kindness Culture
by running student Circle Time Activities, running cross school buddy activities, teaching Social and Emotional
Learning curriculum and promoting inclusiveness, respect and community belonging for all students.

Planning for a safe and supportive school community requires a whole-school community approach. Whole-school
responses to bullying prevention build positive and supportive school environments by incorporating strategies for
intervention at all levels, inclusive of students, teachers, parents and carers. Three key characteristics outlined in
the national definition of bullying distinguish bullying behaviours from other forms of peer aggression behaviours
which do not constitute bullying. The key characteristics of bullying include:
1. power imbalance
2. deliberate intent to cause harm, and
3. ongoing and repeated behaviour.

While the following behaviours of peer aggression do not constitute bullying, these behaviours may still be serious
and require intervention at home and at school:
- arguments and disagreements ( where there is no power imbalance)
- Single acts of social rejection or meanness, or
- isolated incidents of aggression, intimidation or violence.
It is important for our entire school community, including our staff, parents, carers and students to have a clear
understanding of the definition of bullying to be able to distinguish these behaviours from peer aggression, and
correctly identify and respond to incidents of bullying.
The full national definition can be read here.
Knowing the types of bullying behaviour can also help you identify if the incident is bullying, or peer aggression. While
neither of these behaviours are tolerated at Brunswick South West Primary, they do require different management
strategies, and the first step for responding is to correctly identify the behaviour.
If you have concerns that your child is being bullied, please contact the classroom teacher in the first instance. You will
be referred to the Principal if a satisfactory outcome is not achieved. If you believe the behaviour constitutes a
crime, or is a serious incident of cyberbullying, please refer to the Bullying. No Way! website for information on how
to report to other authorities and gaining further help.

You can read the Brunswick South West bullying prevention policy https://brunswicksw-ps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/
uploads/2021/07/BSWPS-Bullying-Prevention-Policy-2021.pdf to learn more about our school’s process for
managing incidents of bullying.
For more information, please visit the Bullying. No Way! website for additional resources.
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Australian Children's Laureate 2022–2023
Gabrielle Wang is an author and illustrator born in Melbourne of Chinese heritage. Her maternal great grandfather came
to Victoria during the Gold Rush and her father from Shanghai. Her stories are a blend of Chinese and Western culture
with a touch of fantasy.
My theme as Laureate is ‘Imagine a Story’.
Your imagination is your most treasured possession and I want to encourage all children to use their imaginations
regularly by reading, drawing and writing stories.
During my two years as Laureate I will be travelling around Australia conducting workshops in libraries and art galleries
for my ‘Follow the Dragon’ tour.
My message to children, parents, teachers and librarians is:
Exercise your imaginations as much as possible by reading, writing and drawing.
Read books by diverse authors about diversity.
Make your local and school libraries your favourite go-to places.
Get inspiration for your own art or stories by visiting art galleries.

Imagination is like a muscle, if you don’t use it, you can easily lose it. So remember to keep imagining, reading and
immersing yourselves in stories!
Gabi xx
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Division Swimming Carnival

Congratulations to the following students for qualifying to swim in the Division Swimming Carnival
(this was the first time competing at the Division Swimming Carnival for 12 of our 16 students):
Relay Teams:
9/10 year Boys: Tex, Jack M, Gos and Aiden – 2nd PLACE
9/10 year Girls: Matilda, Ara, Yihang and Lyra – 2nd PLACE
11 year Boys: Bram, Sebastian, Cleaver, Luca B
11 year Girls: Xanthe, Lottie, Miranda and Zoe G – 1ST PLACE
Individual Events:
Freestyle: Tex, Bram and Xanthe
Breaststroke: Tex, Sebastian and (Xanthe-2nd PLACE)
Backstroke: Bram
On the 23rd of March, all the 1st and 2nd place winners will compete at the REGION CARNIVAL,
this is the last level before STATE. What an amazing achievement, with such a short amount of
time to practice beforehand. I am so proud of the way our students conducted themselves. They
were congratulating and encouraging each other (and their opponents) and most of all gave of
their ‘BEST’ effort throughout the day. Thank you also to the super keen and supportive parents,
you are an absolute pleasure to be around and without you we couldn’t enter this event.
From everyone here at school: “Good Luck for the Regionals”!
Shar
PE Specialist.
We walked into the building excited and nervous. It was very hot and crowded but all the people
were quite nice. It took a long time for the relays to start but it was fun watching the others
swimming. Most of us had butterflies in our tummies and when we did swim we tried our hardest.
We ended up having two teams come 2nd and one team come 1st overall.
By Ara and Xanthe
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Mental Health in Primary
Schools (MHIPS)
Dear Year 2 & Year 4 Parents,

Our school is participating in the Mental Health in Primary Schools (MHIPS)
pilot. A letter about the pilot project came home to you last week with your
child and outlines the following:
All parents/guardians of grades 2 and 4 children are invited to join the
research. To participate, we are asking that you kindly complete two 15minute online surveys (the first in Term 1 and the second in Term 4) about your
child’s emotional and behavioural development and your knowledge of mental
health and wellbeing in children. You do not have to be involved if you do not
want to.
The letter includes a link to the Participant Information and Consent Form
and survey and is repeated below for your convenience:
redcap.link/mhips2022
Please complete the survey by Friday 11th March.
If you have any questions about the research, please contact the MCRI research
team at mhips@mcri.edu.au or call 03 9936 6072.
Kind regards,

Caroline Wignell – Mental Health & Wellbeing Coordinator
Emma Fuller - Principal
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Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund applications
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps eligible families to cover the costs of school trips,
camps and sporting activities.
If you have a valid means-tested concession card, such as a Veterans Affairs Gold Card,
Centrelink Health Care Card or Pensioner Concession Card, or are a temporary foster parent, you
may be eligible. There is also a special consideration category for asylum seeker and refugee
families.
Payment amounts this year are $125 for eligible primary school students. Payments are made
direct to the school to use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions and sporting activities
for the benefit of your child.
It is important that funding made available in 2022 supports students to participate in school trips,
camps and sporting activities this year rather than being held for future years. This funding can
also be used in conjunction with any funding accrued from previous years. Please note these
activities will only take place if they meet COVIDSafe requirements.
If you applied for CSEF through our school last year, you do not need to complete an application
form this year, unless there has been a change in your family circumstances.
If you would like to apply for the first time, please contact the school office on 9387 6886 and ask
for an application form.
You can also download the form, and find out more about the program and eligibility, on the
Department of Education and Training’s Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund web page.
Check with the school office if you are unsure, and please return completed forms to the school
office as soon as possible.
csef-application-form 2022.pdf

Be Your Best at Brunswick South-West Matrix
Over the past few weeks, as part of our Social & Emotional Learning
work students have looked at and discussed our Be Your Best at
Brunswick South-West Matrix. The matrix uses our school values and
connects these with consistent and clear guidelines around behaviours
that are expected so that everyone can feel safe and happy at school.
Our matrix is displayed in all classrooms and is frequently referred to by
teachers and students to ensure we have a shared understanding of
expectations when working together as a learning community.

Page 14

Brunswick South West Primary School
Newsletter

Be Your Best at
Brunswick South West
We are:

Learning
Spaces

Play Spaces

Using
Technology

Respectful

We put our hand up
to share

We walk in the grey
brick area

We contribute
positively

We respect personal
space

We treat school
property with
respect

We solve problems
with words

We take care of
devices and move
appropriately with
them

We move safely and
quietly on the stairs
and hallways

We play safely on
the equipment

We use our devices
as a learning tool

We respect others’
privacy

We stay ‘in bounds’
and in the grounds

We keep our
personal
information private

We try our best

We tell a trusted
adult if we feel
uncomfortable or
unsafe

We share
equipment, toys and
sticks

We respect nature
We line up when the and keep our
music goes
grounds rubbish free We follow the
BSWPS Acceptable
Use Agreement

Curious

We let others learn
We see mistakes as
part of our learning
We ask questions

Inclusive

We learn and follow
the rules of games

We wait our turn to
talk

We include others
in our games

We listen when
others talk

We help others in
need

We contribute to
group work

We wear hats so we
can all play outside

We report
cyberbullying to a
trusted adult

Always

We use respectful
language

We work and play
with lots of
different people
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LEIGH HOBBS, creator of Old Tom,
Mr Chicken, and Fiona the Pig is
coming to BSWPS!
Leigh will present three workshops
across the day for all students
Foundation to Year 6.
WHEN: Friday 25 March
WHERE: BSW Library
Students will attend with their
teachers and will learn how to draw
Leigh Hobbs’ iconic characters as well
as hearing about the creative process
behind Leigh’s books.

Library Opening and Picnic
After school, Leigh will stay to meet our community and speak at the library
opening event and school picnic 3.30-5.00.
His books are available for pre-order (see attached flyer from The Little
Bookroom) and for sale at the school picnic where Leigh will be happy to sign
copies.
The Little Bookroom will donate 15% of all sales back to our school library.
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Sexuality Education - BSWPS Tickets |
TryBooking Australia
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BRUNSWICK SOUTH WEST PRIMARY SCHOOL

For further information including how to log on please visit council’s website on
https://www.moreland.vic.gov.au/living-in-moreland/community-services/children
-and-families/school-holiday-program/

