Our Values

• Respectful • Inclusive • Curious
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The Curriculum
days for 2022
Friday March
11th - Labour
Day weekend
Friday 10th June
- Queen’s
Birthday
weekend

Monday October
31st - Cup Day

Friday

4

March

Closing date of extension for nominees– 4pm

Monday

7

March

Assembly (on zoom)

Monday

7

March

Ballot papers distributed

Tuesday

8

March

Friday

11

March

Curriculum Day (No students attend school)

Monday

14

March

Labour Day– Public Holiday (No school)

Tuesday

15

March

Close of Ballot

Wednesday

16

March

Vote count for school council

Mon-Sun

21

March

Harmony Week- dress in orange or yellow

Monday

21

March

Talking the talk- Parents

Wednesday

23

March

Talking the talk– Staff

Thursday

24

March

Ride 2 School Day

Friday

25

March

Library Opening and Picnic

Monday

28

March

First school council meeting to elect office bearers

Friday

8

April

End of Term– 2:30pm Finish

South Daly Street Brunswick West 3055

Telephone 9387 6886

International Women's Day– Students are
encouraged to wear purple, green or white

Email brunswick.sw.ps@education.vic.gov.au

www.brunswicksw-ps.vic.edu.au
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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

Brunswick South West Primary School
Newsletter

At Brunswick South West Primary School, we acknowledge that we learn, work and play on the
lands of the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin Nation.
Dear Community,
I hope that you have all had a fabulous week. I am so fortunate to be principal of a school where the community are so supportive!
We have a number of events coming up over the next few weeks, and we will be seeking for some help with events coming up.
Please read the newsletter to find out more about our events, and to see if you are able to support us in any way. Thank you in
advance.
Masks
You may have heard that students in years 7-12 are no longer required to wear facemasks from Monday. Primary school students in
years 3-6 are still mandated to wear masks at school. Please can you remember to send your child to school with a mask (maybe
even name the masks (even if they are disposable)) as we have a number of students come into the office during the day to take a
new one as they have lost theirs, or to get a mask as they forgot to bring one to school. If any of you have any extra boxes lying
around, please consider donating them to the school. Thank you for your support.
Voluntary Contributions:
Thank you to all of you who have paid your contributions for this year. If you are still yet to pay, please check Compass or speak to
the office. A reminder that for students in year 4 there is a section on the payments for the Netbook payments to be made. Please
speak to the office if you require further clarification around this.
Playgrounds:
A reminder that although we have staggered start times at the moment, and children are encouraged to arrive between 8:45 and
9am, our playgrounds are not supervised in the mornings and should not be used by the children before school. Please encourage
your child to go straight to class when they arrive. After school students can play on the equipment as long as they’re supervised by
parents.
Building Works:
We have made some progress with the landscaping works, and have got to the tender stage. We have had a number of people visit
the school over the past week to assess the work-load and scope of the works. I am looking forward to sharing more detail of this
with you in the next few weeks, still hopeful that the works will be undertaken in early term 2.
We have also had some air conditioners installed in the grey brick classes this week. The children have been fascinated watching
these go in! A great learning experience for them! We are hoping to put more around the grey brick classrooms once we have
calculated the donations in the Building Fund from the Voluntary Contributions. Thank you for supporting us with this – we
couldn’t do it without you!
Thank you
Emma

School Council President's report - Ann Jorgensen
School Council met on Monday 21 February. This was both the first meeting for the year and the last meeting of the current school
council.
The meeting was a great opportunity to hear from our sub-committees who are off and running with great plans for the 2022 year.
The work our subcommittees do has a huge impact on the school and we are so lucky to have so many parents and teachers
contributing to them. You don't have to be on school council to participate in a sub-committee. Look out for opportunities to get
involved over the next couple of months.
I have reached the end of my term on School Council and my time as President. It has been a fantastic opportunity to understand
the school better, get to know other parents and teachers and make a contribution to our community. I would like to thank all of the
members of council for their support and their hard work. Thanks must go to Emma for ensuring that School Council always has
the information and resources to work effectively and remain focused on the best interests of our students. Jacqui and Melissa play
a vital role in this as well.
I would like to particularly acknowledge my fellow Council members who are also finishing up their terms - Ross Allen, Anna
Symes, Phil Carr, Carly Rillen and Sarah Boyle. All have made an incredible difference to our school in their time on Council.
The ongoing members of the Council will do a fabulous job over the coming year and will no doubt be joined by some wonderful
new members (it is not too late to throw your hat in the ring and join them!).
A lot goes on behind the scenes to make our school the place that it is. It has been a privilege to see it all up close. My parting
message would be that the school is what we all make of it - I encourage you to get involved in whatever capacity works for you be that school council, a sub-committee, working bees or volunteering in the classroom or at one of the numerous events planned
for the year. We have something special here at Brunswick South West and it is up to all of us to foster it.
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Dear Parents/Guardians,
Our son William attends Brunswick South West Primary
School, and we are seeking your support to ensure he stays
medically safe in the school community.
William is on immune suppression medication due to him having
a heart transplant at 2 years of age. Every day he takes his
medication to keep his immune system low/suppressed
to avoid organ rejection. He will take this medication for the rest of his life.
With extremely low immunity, he is highly susceptible to viruses, infections and flus. He cannot fight these
illnesses like a normal healthy child, and whilst for most children recovery is swift, it takes William weeks to
recover from colds, bacterial infections and gastro to name a few.
The deadliest of all is chickenpox and measles to an immuno suppressed child. Should he come into direct
contact with another person who has such an illness, the ramifications could be quite critical.
We respectfully ask for your consideration in obtaining a prompt diagnosis if these diseases occur within
your family so we can take the necessary precautions to keep William safe and out of hospital. If your
household has any of the following, we ask that you contact the school as soon as possible so we can make a
risk assessment for William and keep him home if necessary.
Gastroenteritis, Hand foot and mouth, Influenza, Epstein Bar virus, croup, chickenpox and measles.
We encourage families to consider the possible impact upon William when considering sending an unwell
student to school or not, and we would appreciate you keeping your child home for the recommended period
of recovery time to keep his heart healthy and allowing him to participate in school as much as possible
throughout the year.
Sincerely yours,
Julia & Tristan- William’s proud Mum and Dad

Dear families,
You will notice from today 3 'events' in Compass that require your consent. These are not for excursions
but rather permission for the following:
1. Within school photography: This is providing consent for photos and or filming to be taken of your
child to be used within the school community only. This includes displays around the school, and use on
Compass.
2. External media photography permission: This includes publishing photos to our website and the
newsletter which is available on our website. Please be advised without permission for this we cannot
include your child in the newsletter and will therefore either not include photos that show their face or will
blur their face.
3. Local excursion permission: This is permission for the teacher to take students for a walk in our local
area or across the road to Wylie Reserve.
All three of these permissions are for the calendar year. We will ask you for permission every year. Many
Foundation students have already signed a photography permission note, however we ask
that all families complete these permissions regardless of whether they have completed a paper form.
More information can be found in our 2021 BSWPS Photographing, Filming and Recording Students
Policy. If you have any questions please feel free to contact me at
Jacqueline.lucas@education.vic.gov.au.
Regards, Jacqui
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Mental Health in Primary
Schools (MHIPS)
Dear Year 2 & Year 4 Parents,

Our school is participating in the Mental Health in Primary Schools (MHIPS)
pilot. A letter about the pilot project came home to you last week with your
child and outlines the following:
All parents/guardians of grades 2 and 4 children are invited to join the
research. To participate, we are asking that you kindly complete two 15minute online surveys (the first in Term 1 and the second in Term 4) about your
child’s emotional and behavioural development and your knowledge of mental
health and wellbeing in children. You do not have to be involved if you do not
want to.
The letter includes a link to the Participant Information and Consent Form
and survey and is repeated below for your convenience:
redcap.link/mhips2022
Please complete the survey by Friday 11th March.
If you have any questions about the research, please contact the MCRI research
team at mhips@mcri.edu.au or call 03 9936 6072.
Kind regards,

Caroline Wignell – Mental Health & Wellbeing Coordinator
Emma Fuller - Principal
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Thank You

A very big
to Sally Thomas from all the students at
BSWPS for making this beautiful rag rug for the Art room.
Did you ever wonder what happened to all those old t-shirts and leggings you
donated last year? This lovely rag rug is what they were upcycled into!!
Students help plate the coils.

Be Your Best at Brunswick South-West Matrix
Over the past few weeks, as part of our Social & Emotional Learning
work students have looked at and discussed our Be Your Best at
Brunswick South-West Matrix. The matrix uses our school values and
connects these with consistent and clear guidelines around behaviours
that are expected so that everyone can feel safe and happy at school.
Our matrix is displayed in all classrooms and is frequently referred to
by teachers and students to ensure we have a shared understanding of
expectations when working together as a learning community.
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Be Your Best at
Brunswick South West
We are:

Learning
Spaces

Play Spaces

Using
Technology

Respectful

We put our hand up
to share

We walk in the grey
brick area

We contribute
positively

We respect personal
space

We treat school
property with
respect

We solve problems
with words

We take care of
devices and move
appropriately with
them

We move safely and
quietly on the stairs
and hallways

We play safely on
the equipment

We use our devices
as a learning tool

We respect others’
privacy

We stay ‘in bounds’
and in the grounds

We keep our
personal
information private

We try our best

We tell a trusted
adult if we feel
uncomfortable or
unsafe

We share
equipment, toys and
sticks

We respect nature
We line up when the and keep our
music goes
grounds rubbish free We follow the
BSWPS Acceptable
Use Agreement

Curious

We let others learn
We see mistakes as
part of our learning
We ask questions

Inclusive

We learn and follow
the rules of games

We wait our turn to
talk

We include others
in our games

We listen when
others talk

We help others in
need

We contribute to
group work

We wear hats so we
can all play outside

We report
cyberbullying to a
trusted adult

Always

We use respectful
language

We work and play
with lots of
different people
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Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund applications
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps eligible families to cover the costs of
school trips, camps and sporting activities.
If you have a valid means-tested concession card, such as a Veterans Affairs Gold
Card, Centrelink Health Care Card or Pensioner Concession Card, or are a
temporary foster parent, you may be eligible. There is also a special consideration
category for asylum seeker and refugee families.
Payment amounts this year are $125 for eligible primary school students. Payments
are made direct to the school to use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions
and sporting activities for the benefit of your child.
It is important that funding made available in 2022 supports students to participate in
school trips, camps and sporting activities this year rather than being held for future
years. This funding can also be used in conjunction with any funding accrued from
previous years. Please note these activities will only take place if they meet
COVIDSafe requirements.
If you applied for CSEF through our school last year, you do not need to complete an
application form this year, unless there has been a change in your family
circumstances.
If you would like to apply for the first time, please contact the school office on 9387
6886 and ask for an application form.
You can also download the form, and find out more about the program and eligibility,
on the Department of Education and Training’s Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund
web page.
Check with the school office if you are unsure, and please return completed forms to
the school office as soon as possible.
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At Brunswick South-West we have registered our support for the
National Day of Action against Bullying and Violence on Friday
18th March. Bullying is taken very seriously at school and through Social
and Emotional Learning lessons, students and teachers will be
discussing bullying during this week and all throughout the year so that
all children know that if ever they experience bullying, they can be
heard, that their feelings matter, and that their issue will be
investigated respectfully.
In the last few weeks, we have been using this classroom poster as a
springboard for discussing and learning what bullying is and what it is
not. This is the first step in preventing or responding to bullying.
Caroline Wignell
Mental Health & Wellbeing Coordinator
Brunswick South West Primary School
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LEIGH HOBBS, creator of Old Tom,
Mr Chicken, and Fiona the Pig is
coming to BSWPS!

Leigh will present three workshops
across the day for all students
Foundation to Year 6.
WHEN: Friday 25 March
WHERE: BSW Library
Students will attend with their
teachers and will learn how to draw
Leigh Hobbs’ iconic characters as well
as hearing about the creative process
behind Leigh’s books.

Library Opening and Picnic
After school, Leigh will stay to meet our community and speak at the library
opening event and school picnic 3.30-5.30.
His books are available for pre-order (see attached flyer from The Little
Bookroom) and for sale at the school picnic where Leigh will be happy to sign
copies.
The Little Bookroom will donate 15% of all sales back to our school library.
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BRUNSWICK SOUTH WEST PRIMARY SCHOOL

For further information including how to log on please visit council’s website on
https://www.moreland.vic.gov.au/living-in-moreland/community-services/children
-and-families/school-holiday-program/

