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First Assembly for the year (on zoom)
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February

Wear Red– Chinese New Year
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I.D Photos (Preps, new staff and new students)
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Curriculum Day (No students attend school)

Mon-Sun
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Harmony Week

Friday 10th June
- Queen’s
Birthday
weekend

Monday

21

March

Talking the talk- Parents

Wednesday

23

March

Talking the talk– Staff

Monday October
31st - Cup Day

Friday

25

March

Library Opening and Picnic

Friday

8

April

End of Term– 2:30pm Finish

The Curriculum Thursday
days for 2022
Friday March
11th - Labor
Day weekend

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
At Brunswick South West Primary School, we acknowledge that we learn, work and play
on the lands of the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin Nation.

Good afternoon everyone, and a massive ‘welcome’ and ‘welcome back’ to BSW!
I hope that you have all had a wonderful holiday. I’m sorry to hear that so many of you
have had to be in isolation over the holiday period, and I hope this didn’t impact on your
holiday plans too much. I was lucky enough to take a ten day break to Palm Cove which
was absolutely delightful, and very much needed after the last two years. However, my
daughter turned 16 on our last day, and wanted to start driving lessons; subsequently
resulting in me feeling like I need another holiday to recover from her first few drives!
(For those of you with older children I am sure you share my pain!).
We have had a fantastic return to school. We were so lucky to be able to hand out the RAT
tests at the end of last week, so that tests could be completed before they started school.
We also had the delivery of air purifiers which Judy organised so that each classroom was
able to have one. We are now waiting for masks to be delivered – but I’m sure they won’t
be too far away. Thank you again for your support and understanding with the situation,
and thank you for keeping our community safe!
South Daly Street Brunswick West 3055

Telephone 9387 6886

Email brunswick.sw.ps@education.vic.gov.au

www.brunswicksw-ps.vic.edu.au
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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
Phaedra news:
Very soon after Phaedra left to start maternity leave
she had her baby! I am sure you will all join me in
congratulating Phaedra. I have included some photos
for you to ‘coo’ over. We can’t wait to meet Iona! Phaedra
and Iona are doing very well, despite the surprise
early-arrival!

Cheers and Tears and the first day of Prep:
Thank you to all the parents who helped with Cheers and Tears earlier this week. What a fabulous turn-out we
had! I do hope our new families felt welcomed and part of our community. Thank you to the Village Bakery
for catering with the wonderful fluffy scones and croissants, and a big thank you to Maciver’s coffee for
supplying the coffee! The Preps were very excited and came bounding through the front gate in the morning.
A number of parents told me that their child had been ready since 5am and found the 9:30 start far too long to
wait for! By the end of the day I am sure they all had an early night! It’s probably good that they had the
Wednesday to recover before they returned to school today.

Playgrounds:
At the very end of last term you may remember me sending an SOS seeking volunteers to help with the
spreading of the mulch. Parents continued to work right through the holidays to ensure that the playgrounds
were ready for the return to school. Thank you, thank you to all the parents who spent their time working on
this mammoth task!
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Welcome to new staff:
We have some new faces on staff at BSWPS this year, and there will be a welcome letter from each of them in
the newsletter next week. We have Rosie in 3/4, Dylan in 1/2 and Bridgit in 5/6. I would also like to welcome
Judy back to school after taking leave last year. Judy and Jacqui are the Assistant Principals at school.
Curriculum Day:
On Curriculum Day last Friday the staff met with Lee Crocket from Future Focused Learning, who will be
working with us this year to work towards our AIP goals in Learner Agency. We ran through some essential
housekeeping so that all staff are on the same page with expectations and roles and responsibilities. Teachers
then spent the afternoon setting up their rooms for the first day.
School Operations and COVID update
There have been no positive cases reported amongst students or staff since school returned. A small number of
students and one staff member have been absent after testing positive before school started however. As soon
as we receive notification of a positive case who attended school, we will begin our daily update. This will
involve sending daily communications via Compass about positive cases which will list all classes affected.
Students in the same class or classes as persons who test positive are no longer considered close contacts. The
management this year is different to 2020 and 2021. Students are not required to go home and not required to
test immediately.
Upon notification that a positive case may have affected your child's class the advice is to:
-Monitor for symptoms
-Not attend school if feeling unwell
-Use a Rapid Antigen Test if symptoms present, otherwise continue with the twice-weekly Rapid Antigen
Testing.
We are not informing students during the school day of positive cases and are following the advice for schools
to communicate with staff, parents and carers.
One final thing to clarify is that students who have contracted covid and completed their isolation period do
not need to undertake the testing regime until 30 days after the end of their isolation period.

Please do not hesitate to call or email should you have any questions.
3/4 Camp Waratah
3/4 was due to be held on February 23rd, however due to the current situation and the possibility of staff and
students being ‘household contacts’ and having to be sent home if there is a positive case, we have made the
decision to postpone the camp until August. Information was sent to 3/4 families today.
Privacy Policy

Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student and parent personal information for standard school functions or where
permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy Policy.
Please take time to remind yourself of our school’s collection notice, found on our website Privacy_Collection_Notice.docx
(live.com).For more information about privacy, refer to: Schools’ Privacy Policy — information for parents
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MANAGING COVID-19 IN
SCHOOLS
One of the most important things we can do to slow the spread of coronavirus (COVID-19) in
our community is to stay at home when we are unwell, even when we have the mildest of
symptoms.
What you need to know:
1.

If your child is unwell, even with the mildest of symptoms, they must stay at home. If
your child becomes unwell during the day, they should be collected from school as soon
as possible.

2. If your child has any of the symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) outlined below,
however mild, they should get tested and they must remain at home until they receive their
results:
• fever • chills or sweats • cough • sore throat • shortness of breath • runny nose • loss of
sense of smell or taste.
In certain circumstances headache, muscle soreness, stuffy nose, nausea, vomiting and
diarrhoea may also be considered symptoms. For further advice call the 24-hour COVID-19
Hotline 1800 675 398, call a general practitioner .
Playground Safety
We are so fortunate to have 2 amazing sets of playground equipment at BSWPS and we love
seeing the students enjoying them so much.
We do our best to supervise the students on the equipment and ask for your help after school
when many students are still using the equipment. Please ensure you are with your child and
monitoring them during this time for their safety and the safety of others.
Judy Harrington
Assistant Principal
Brunswick South West Primary School
03 9387 6886
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Ni Hao 你好 and Happy Lunar New Year!!
This TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 1st marks the first day of the Lunar New Year or Spring
Festival also known as Chinese New Year, which is celebrated in many parts of Asia, such as
China, Korea, Taiwan, Singapore, Malaysia, Indonesia, Vietnam, and others.
Unlike the western new year, which only lasts one day, the Lunar New Year celebration lasts
15 days!! It concludes with the Lantern Festival on 15th February. This year we welcome the
TIGER to guide us through the year; and this is YOUR year if you were born in 2022, 2010,
1998, 1986, 1974, 1962, 1950, 1938.

People who were born in the Year of the Tiger are known for possessing traits such as
bravery, power, strength, competitiveness, and self-confidence. They are known for their
charm and popularity with others.
In Chinese astrology, people who were born in the Year of Tiger are said to be in direct
conflict with the dominant sign of the year. Therefore, if this is your year, according to
Chinese tradition, you are supposed to wear RED underwear ALL YEAR LONG to ward off
bad luck!
**Since RED is a lucky colour in Chinese culture, we would like everyone to help bring lots
of luck and happiness to our school and your home by wearing something RED to school on
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 15th to celebrate the end of the Lunar New Year! We look forward to
seeing everyone in RED!!
I wish you and your family good health and a prosperous Year of the
TIGER!
Kevin Laoshi
Chinese Teacher
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION: SWIMMING AGE 9-13
YEARS ONLY
2022 SWIMMIMG TIMES:
The Brunswick District Coordinator collates all the swimming times for our entire District
and comes up with the FASTEST students to represent our District at the Division Swimming
Carnival. This happens in March every year and for 2022 the date is Monday 7 th March at the
Watermarc Greensborough from 10am – 12:00pm.
Therefore, we are looking for very strong swimmers from our school. Students need to be
swimming AT or NEAR SQUAD level. Parents are required to submit times for any or all of
the 4 strokes making sure you get your child timed in a 50 metre pool.
If you have a swimming coach they can verify the times and sign off on it. If you do not have
a coach please sign it yourself verifying the times are true and correct please. You then need
to email me your child’s results: sharron.bock@education.vic.gov.au
All Parents are responsible for their own child on the day and for transporting their
child to and from the event.
In addition to the above I would like you to email me ALL strokes you timed, so that I
can nominate Relay teams from our school. Please also state that your child is willing to
be nominated for the relay squad. The relay team members MUST all belong to the
same Primary school.
REMINDER :
GIVE RESULTS TO SHAR BY MONDAY 14th FEB
My school email is:
sharron.bock@education.vic.gov.au
Please write your child’s:
First Name:______________ Last Name:__________ _______
Date of birth:____________________
Age group:_____________________
How do you work out the age group? Your child’s age group is the age they are turning this
year. Eg: If your child is 10 years of age currently, but will turn 11 this year – they must
compete in the 11 year old category. The following is a list of how the teams will be
organised.
Medley Relay = one person for each leg of the relay- one relay team for the school.
50 m Freestyle
50 m Backstroke
50m Breaststroke
50 m Butterfly
Freestyle Relay = one person for each leg of the relay per age group – up to 6 teams IF
we have the fastest times in the Brunswick District.
50 m Freestyle – 2nd fastest swimmer
50 m Freestyle – 3rd fastest swimmer
50 m Freestyle – 4th fastest swimmer
50 m Freestyle – 1st the fastest swimmer
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Friday February 18th 6pm - Saturday 19thpm

We are looking for swimmers of all ages and abilities, to join the BSWPS
Bubbles 24-hour relay team.. You just need to be able to swim 50m unassisted.
Don’t worry you don’t have to swim all 24 hours – we take it shifts over the
24hrs. Yes, we swim overnight!
We are swimming to raise money to support people living with MS achieve their
lifetime goals, sometimes made harder by their condition.
It’s a great event with an amazing community atmosphere – so much fun and
good exercise too!!
If you are interested, please contact Alice Tinning on alicetinning1@gmail.com
or 0414 661571
or you can register here: https://www.msmegachallenge.org.au/fundraisers/
brunswickswbubbles
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