Our Values

 Learning  Respect  Communication
 Fairness  Courage
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Grade 3/4 Camp

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
At Brunswick South West Primary School, we acknowledge that we learn, work and play on the lands of the
Wurundjeri people of the Kulin Nation.
Hello Everyone,
We are halfway through the term, and let’s hope we don’t have any more disruptions to the rest of this term! A reminder that next
Friday we have a curriculum day, so there are no students at school on Friday 5 th March. On this day the staff are going to be
working on our school vision and values, and we are very excited to be able to work together in a physical space to do this. The
children have been creating their Hopes for BSW and we will also be looking at the work the children have completed to help bring
our vision to life. There will also be opportunities for all of you to have your say, too, so watch this space!
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for your support over the past few weeks, particularly with the snap lock-down
last week. It was eye-opening to be on the gate as children were leaving that Friday. Previously ‘lock-downs’ have occurred outside
of school time, so we, as teachers, haven’t ‘seen’ how the children react to this news. I was broken-hearted watching children leave
with tears and questions. One little girl had to cancel her birthday party; another child was asking, “But why can’t we go to
Grandma’s house?”. It certainly opened my eyes to the situation from a different perspective. This ‘unknown’ time is hard for us all,
and especially for our little ones who appreciate the safe routine of their school-life. Let’s hope it doesn’t happen again!
South Daly Street Brunswick West 3055

Telephone 9387 6886

Email brunswick.sw.ps@education.vic.gov.au

www.brunswicksw-ps.vic.edu.au
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I have some great news for the classrooms at the back of the library! School council have agreed
that some of the contingency from the building money can be spent on putting in sliding glass doors
between the three classrooms, similar to those in the grey-brick classrooms. Work will commence on
this as soon as possible! It will make the spaces look and feel amazing! The teachers are very
excited!
The 3-6 staff are very busy organising school camps. Please do not hesitate to speak to myself or
any of the teachers if you have any concerns, and please remember to bring your forms back as
soon as possible.
Fees—Due Friday the 26th
If you haven’t already done so, please can you contact the office to pay your school fees ASAP. You
may also realise that you have some credits as we were able to refund some fees for last year,
as excursions did not go ahead. Please let us know If you would like to donate any money to help
other families with their fees or camps, as some of our families have had a bit of a rough trot during
2019. A massive thank you to parents who have already done this. It’s a great help and a lovely way
to support each other.
Cup of tea/coffee with Emma - 9am to 9:45am
Starting on Monday 1st March I would love for you to join me for a morning tea/coffee. This will be an
opportunity for us to get together and talk about how your children are, how you are finding school
etc. I would like to keep these meetings to ten people maximum (partly due to COVID regulations,
and partly so that I get to hear you all). If you are interested in attending on the 1 st, 15th or
29th March, please can you send me an email on Emma.fuller@education.vic.gov.au and let me
know which date you would like to attend. We will meet in the staffroom during this time. There are
still a few places available so get in quick.
Illness and Diseases
A reminder that we do have children in the school who are immune-compromised and immunesuppressed. If your child has been exposed to an infectious disease, you do need to contact the
school immediately so that we can inform families straight away. We really appreciate your support
with this, as these infections have the potential to spread quite quickly in a school community. If any
child displays COVID-like symptoms, you will be contacted immediately to come and collect them.
Despite the low COVID-19 numbers currently, I would advise you to still get tested as per the
Coronavirus guidance.
Pop-Up Caravan
On the 1st of March after school, you will see a pop-up caravan at the big entry gates on South Daly
Street. Please swing past and explore what this is for. Moreland City Council are using this pop-up
caravan to consult with the community on the future of Moreland and get an understanding of what
the community needs in order to thrive in the next 20 years. There's some more information on the
wider project here: https://conversations.moreland.vic.gov.au/imagine-moreland Please use this
opportunity to get your voice heard. We will be taking some children to this pop up caravan before
the end of the day on Monday March 1st, too.
Working Bee – Saturday 20th March 9am-2pm
We will be having our first working bee on Saturday 20th March. This is a great opportunity to get
to know other families, and support the school all at the same time. We are going to be cleaning the
bike sheds, clearing up around the school, and working on our butterfly gardens. We also need
some people to do some of the catering for the busy bees. If you are interested in helping with the
working bee, or you would like to support the catering for the day, please email me
on Emma.Fuller@education.vic.gov.au
I hope that you enjoy the remainder of your week!
Emma
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SCHOOL COUNCIL
Hello everyone and a belated welcome back to the new school year. It was fantastic to welcome
new families to our school at our first day morning tea. I hope to have the opportunity to meet more
of you as the year progresses.
School Council met on Monday night - our first meeting for the year and our last meeting for the
current council. A number of councillors are coming to the end of their 2 year term. Big thanks to
Mel Waldron, Anita Brown-Major, Lynette Gillman, Michael Williams and Sonia Ingham who have all
made fantastic contributions to the governance of our school in their time on council. Thanks also to
Julie Crouch who has stepped down from the Education sub-committee after 3 years of service.
Sonia became a school councillor when her oldest child was in prep and is stepping down after an
incredible 6 years on council. If you interested in nominating for Council but think you haven't been
part of our school community for long enough - let Sonia inspire you to put your hand up and get
involved (don't worry we won't make you stay for 6 years!). It is vital that our School Council has a
broad range of perspectives contributing to our deliberations. We absolutely need parents of
younger students on board.
Nominations for School Council close next Tuesday 2 March 2021. There are 4 vacancies for parent
members. School Council meets on the third Monday of each month from 7pm for 2 hours.
Councillors are also members of a sub-committee (Finance, Education, Engagement, Grants and
Fundraising or Building and Grounds). Sub-committees usually meet prior to each council meeting
at a time that is convenient for the members.
The next couple of years are an important time for the school. This year we will be developing our
vision and values and our school review will take place in term 4. The school review will inform the
development of our next 4 year strategic plan. We will also be thinking about how best to bring our
community together in a time of COVID uncertainty and will continue the upgrade and development
of our school grounds. We need a diverse and engaged School Council to contribute to this work.
If you have any questions or would like to discuss what it is like being a school councillor, please
don't hesitate to contact Emma or myself.
In addition to acknowledging our departing Councillors, School Council also:
 received reports from Emma and the convenors of each sub-committee
 reviewed and accepted the finance papers for January and February 2021
 received an update on the works to rectify the wall between the basketball courts and the oval
 approved the 3/4 and 5/6 overnight camps
 approved the expenditure of some of the contingency funds from the building works to replace
the sliding doors in the classrooms at the back of the library
 discussed options for engaging with the school community and how best to organise events and
bring volunteers together in 2021 and beyond
 endorsed the 2021 Annual Implementation Plan
If you would like to get in touch please send me an email on Ann.Jorgensen@education.vic.gov.au.
Ann Jorgensen
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Grade 5 /6 Interschool Sport
HELP ! HELP ! and MORE HELP!
Calling all wonderful parents who can help Friday mornings from 9-11:30 (approximately) with the
Interschool sport program. It does NOT begin until Term 2, HOWEVER, we need you to:
1.
2.

Put your name down with your child’s classroom teacher and;
Get a working with children’s check done now in preparation for your wonderful service to the
school.

Please email me if you are able to assist— Sharron.dickinson@education.vic.gov.au

Perceptual Motor Program – (Prep Parents)
Felicity (the Art teacher) and I will be running a P.M.P program starting this week. We will be in
desperate need of Parent helpers from Term 2 onwards. Please feel free to commence getting your
working with children’s check so we can include you as soon as possible on the roster. If you have not
put your name down yet, but wish to do so, please email me your day of preference and your child’s
name.
Monday: 2:30pm – 3:30pm Mel and Rosa’s classes
Thursday: 2:30pm – 3:30pm Tom and Dom’s classes
Please email me if you are able to assist— Sharron.dickinson@education.vic.gov.au
Thank you for all your support and here’s to making up for lost time not getting to play together last
year!
Shar Dickinson
PE Specialist
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STORY TIME
dear Jacinta,
The storytime today was amazing. i really enjoyed it. maybe some break times you could read a story
like what we did today. see you tomorrow at school!
love from Edie
P.S i did the blue dot activity today i put a photo in this email

Bookraiser Success!
A massive thanks to all the families that
contributed to BSWPS library’s 2020
Bookraiser through The Little Bookroom.
With your help, our newly reopened
library now has more than 100 new books
for students to enjoy! Plus, our library
received $420 credit for additional book
purchases. Amazing!
Donated books will be acknowledged
(on request) with a dedicated bookplate,
featuring the beautiful, book-loving
artwork of BSWPS parent and all-round
artistic legend, Shaun Tan.
Thanks to everyone that contributed –
plus an extra big thanks to the
wonderful people behind the scenes:
our librarians, Jacinta and Jo, Michael at
the Little Bookroom, and Shaun.
Keep an eye out for all the new books on
display in the library or check out the full
list.

- the Grants and Fundraising Committee
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School Holiday Program April 2021

Brunswick South West and Brunswick East

Bookings for the April 2021 School Holiday Program will open by 5pm, Friday 12 February 2021 and will
remain open until full capacity has been reached.
Once bookings open you will be able to make a booking via our online booking system using the casual
booking option.
For further information including how to log on please visit council’s website on https://
www.moreland.vic.gov.au/community-health/children-and-families/primary-school-holiday-program/

WALK FOR AUTISM
BioAutism is a registered charity that raises funds for autism research. This is the third year the charity
is hosting its 'Walk for Autism' community event starting from Lawn 3, Princes Park in Carlton on
Sunday March 21.
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Community update
We want to let you know that we’ll be setting up a pop-up engagement stall at Brunswick South
West Primary School on Monday 1 March, 2 pm—4 pm to talk to students, parents and teachers
about their vision for Moreland.
We want to make sure that young people are part of the conversation to shape the future of
Moreland. We invite you to come along and share your ideas.

Monday 1 March 02:00 PM—04:00 PM
Brunswick South West Primary School

As part of Imagine Moreland, we’re calling on community ideas, hopes and aspirations to help us shape our
city over the next 10 years. If you have some time, please come and say hi and share your ideas.
Alternatively, you can visit conversations.moreland.vic.gov.au/imagine-moreland to join the conversation by
Monday 8 March, or scan the QR code above.
Check out this video of a pop-up session to see what its all about: https://youtu.be/f6qf5JJpueA
We look forward to hearing your ideas and creating a Moreland for all to enjoy.
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Our School ‘pet’
New families will not know this, but we have a Seeing Eye dog in training at out school. His name is
Carter. He is 9 months old and lives with Jacqui (3/4 teacher). He is a black Labrador/ Golden
Retriever cross.
He is learning to become a Seeing Eye Dog, which means he will help someone with low or no
vision to see.
There are special rules with Seeing Eye Dogs, one of which is that he can go everywhere! So Carter
comes to school with Jacqui each day, and hangs out in his special crate in the classroom.
When he is in his crate he needs to be ignored (and to ignore us) which he is now doing a great at
since the trainer came to visit!
He also has a special vest which he wears when he is ‘working’. When he has his vest on, he needs
to be ignored, which means no pats!
But Jacqui will often take his vest off for cuddles! He loves to visit Emma in her office.
He will come around to all the classes at some point this year to say hello.

