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Last day of term—Early pick up

At Brunswick South West Primary School, we acknowledge that we learn, work and play on the lands of the
Wurundjeri people of the Kulin Nation.

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
Welcome back, everyone!
How wonderful to be back at school, and to be able to enter the school grounds, classrooms, and office!
It’s been lovely to see so many parents at drop off and pick up on the front gate. Remarkably, all the
children have settled back quickly and easily. Thank you all for supporting us so well and making the
transition back to school so smooth.
COVID-safe Measures
Unfortunately Victoria has changed its coronavirus restrictions last night, and it's my duty of care to
ensure that I keep our community as safe as possible.
This morning I received an update on the restrictions passed down by the Department of Education. This
is what it means from our school's perspective:
 If you are going to be inside any of the classrooms or office at school you MUST wear a mask at all
times (adults). Staff are not required to wear masks while teaching but must do so at all other times.
 If you can't keep a distance of 1.5m between yourself and other adults while outside on school
grounds, please wear a mask. (Having been on the front gate this week, I would recommend wearing one
as you enter and exit the school grounds as it does get very busy)
 We cannot have more than 15 people in our households - so subsequently, any events where people
are gathering at school will not be going ahead (it's a good job we got our 'Cheers and Tears' in!)
 If your child is displaying symptoms including a cough, sore throat, runny nose, fever etc., please keep
your child home and get a test immediately. We ask that you keep your child home until their symptoms
have passed, even if your test result is negative, so that other children and our staff don't get sick.
If your child becomes unwell at school, and displays any of the symptoms named above, we will contact
you immediately and ask that you get a test completed, and do not return to school until your child is
completely well.
 If your child has allergies or asthma that displays as COVID
symptoms , we ask that you get a letter from the doctor to
support this, so that we don't contact you constantly to collect
your child. I understand that this can cause some inconvenience,
but request that you support us in keeping our school community
safe at this time.
This is Biscuit.
 If you have a child aged 12 or over, I would recommend they
He visited the Waratah
room after getting a bit
carry a mask with them to and from school, ready to put on as
lost.
required. They will not be required to wear one in the classroom.
South Daly Street Brunswick West 3055

Telephone 9387 6886

Email brunswick.sw.ps@education.vic.gov.au

www.brunswicksw-ps.vic.edu.au
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‘Cheers and Tears’
Our message to all for 2021 is about re-connecting. After such a peculiar year, we need to reconnect as a
staff, reconnect with each other, reconnect with our community. School can provide the perfect
environment for this to happen; and how fortunate we were to be able to celebrate our new families
starting with our traditional ‘Cheers and Tears’ morning last Friday. Would you believe that we had 78
parents attend (and that excludes the wonderful volunteer parents who were helping)! A massive thank
you to Anita for organising; Sally, Michelle and Angela for baking all the scones, jam and providing
cakes; and a massive thank you to all the other parents who helped on the morning! It was a lovely
opportunity for us all to be together and to get to know each other a little more.
Tutor Learning Initiative
As you may have heard through the media, schools are being encouraged to provide a ‘Tutor Learning
Initiative’ Program to support students whose learning may have been interrupted by COVID-19
throughout 2020. Joanne Smith, our Intervention and Library teacher, will be running this program with
a heavy emphasis in semester 1. She has commenced this week with maths lessons supporting students
in grades 5 and 6, and will be commencing a literacy program for students in grades 1 to 3 next week.
We have decided to run the program as 5 week cycles so that we can support as many students as
possible across the school. As you can imagine, the number of parents wanting this opportunity, and the
number of students needing this, is quite large. If your child is selected to be part of the initiative Jo will
contact you by email throughout this semester (not necessarily this term). If your child is not selected for
this program, it is because we are offering supports to them in other ways. Please be patient with us as
this initiative gets ‘off the ground’ and as always, please don’t hesitate to speak to me if you have any
questions.
School Helpers
As part of our way of reconnecting with families and parents, our school is seeking parent helpers to hear
children read etc. across the school. If you are interested in being a parent helper, I will set up a sign-up
sheet at the top of the office steps next week. Please add your name to this list and I will invite you to a
Zoom meeting to go through confidentiality, expectations and an OHS induction in a few weeks. Please
remember you will also require a Working with Children Check to work with students in our school. You
can apply at: https://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/individuals/applicants/how-to-apply If you
need any help with your application, please don’t hesitate to ask.
Share Time
We have our parent share time evenings happening on Tuesday March 9 from 3:40pm-7:30pm, and
Wednesday March 10 from 3:40pm -6pm. Please check Compass to sign up for a ten minute session
with your child’s teacher. If you are keen to see a specialist teacher, they will be available in the library
after school on Tuesday and Wednesday until 4:30pm. This ‘Share Time’ is an opportunity to share any
information you feel would benefit your child’s teacher, including hobbies, emotional wellbeing etc. You
should have received a form from your teacher to complete and return before your Share Time day.
Performing Arts 2021
We have some very exciting news about Performing Arts this year. In Term 2 the P-2 students will
receive Performing Arts through Jungle City Studios. The 3-6 students will be working with Kate Fryer
from ‘Dislocate’ who has also been working with Circus Oz. Kate used to take our Performing Arts classes
before the renovations began, and we are very excited to have her back. These classes will be paid for
through Incursion monies, and you will be required to pay a few weeks before the children start their
classes. After the children have had their term of learning we will have community concerts at the end of
each term! Another exciting opportunity to reconnect!
QR codes
You may have noticed that we have some QR codes around the school. This is because I have lodged our
school as a tracing location. If you are visiting on the weekend or after school for longer than 15
minutes, please use the QR codes on the gate entries. If you are coming in to the school buildings for
longer than 15 minutes, please use the code on the office door, or if you are going to be in the hall,
please use the QR code on the hall door. You will need to open your camera app on your smart phone,
and hover over the code. It will then come up with a link to a website where you will need to register.
Retaining Wall Update
The retaining wall is going to be replaced this term (fingers crossed). We are getting a brand new
retaining wall, and the drains are being replaced, too. Unfortunately the trees along the wall line will be
removed, as they are causing problems to the drainage and the wall itself. We are unable to plant new
trees there, but we are getting some beautiful bottle-brush shrubs along the wall line which will bring
some colour. We are also getting our basketball courts replaced this year, too – so stay tuned for more
updates!
Brightening up the school
A group of parents aka The Secret Yarn Bombers have been at it again over the holidays. Have you
noticed the beautiful windmills on our yarn bomb tree near our entry, our beautiful, bright sunflowers,
and some more yarn bombing around the poles in the grey brick? Thank you parents for brightening up
our school and making us smile :)
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Pop-Up Caravan
On the 22nd February after school, you will see a pop-up caravan at the big entry gates on South Daly
Street. Please swing past and explore what this is for. Moreland City Council are using this pop-up
caravan to consult with the community on the future of Moreland and get an understanding of what the
community needs in order to thrive in the next 20 years. There's some more information on the wider
project here: https://conversations.moreland.vic.gov.au/imagine-moreland Please use this opportunity
to get your voice heard. We will be taking some children to this pop up caravan before the end of the
day on Monday 22nd, too.
Farewell to Tess
Unfortunately for us, one of our office staff, Tess,
is leaving us and will have her last day today
(Friday). Tess has been given an amazing
opportunity to teach floristry which is her passion,
and she has been working towards meeting this
goal for many years. I am sure you will agree with
me that Tess will be missed; her warm smile,
welcoming manner, and amazing technology skills
to say the least! Tess, on behalf of the BSW
community we wish you all the best in your future.
Thank you for everything you have done for all of
us!
Take care everyone and stay safe,
Emma

I created his Wordle was created using
the ‘hopes and dreams’ for 2021 written
down by our community on the first day.

Some photos from our wonderful
‘Tears & Cheers’ morning tea!
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PRIVACY COLLECTION STATEMENT
Information for parents and carers
During the ordinary course of your child’s attendance at our school, school staff will collect your child’s personal and
health information when necessary to educate your child, or to support your child’s social and emotional wellbeing or
health in the school context. Such information will also be collected when required to fulfil a legal obligation,
including duty of care, anti-discrimination law and occupational health and safety law. If that information is not
collected, the school may be unable to provide optimal education or support to your child, or fulfil those legal
obligations.
For example, health information may be collected through the school nurse, primary welfare officer or wellbeing staff
member. If your child is referred to a specific health service at school, such as a Student Support Services officer,
the required consent will be obtained. Our school also collects information provided by parents and carers through
the School Entrance Health Questionnaire (SEHQ) and the Early Childhood Intervention Service (ECIS) Transition
Form.
Our school may use online tools, such as apps and other software, to effectively collect and manage information
about your child for teaching and learning purposes, parent communication and engagement; student
administration; and school management purposes. When our school uses these online tools, we take steps to ensure
that your child’s information is secure. If you have any concerns about the use of these online tools, please contact
us.
School staff will only share your child’s personal or health information with other staff who need to know to enable
the school to educate or support your child, or fulfil a legal obligation.
When our students transfer to another Victorian government school, personal and health information about that
student will be transferred to that next school. Transferring this information is in the best interests of our students
and assists that next school to provide optimal education and support to students.
In some limited circumstances, information may be disclosed outside of the school (and outside of the Department
of Education and Training). The school will seek your consent for such disclosures unless the disclosure is allowed or
mandated by law.
Our school values the privacy of every person. When collecting and managing personal and health information, all
school staff must comply with Victorian privacy law. For more information about privacy including about how to
access personal and health information held by the school about you or your child, see our school’s privacy policy:
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx
Throughout this notice, ‘staff’ includes principals, teachers, Student Support Service officers, youth workers, social
workers, nurses and any other allied health practitioners and all other staff at our school. This includes employees,
agents and service providers (contractors) of the Department, whether paid or unpaid.

CAMPS, SPORTS, AND EXCURSIONS FUND
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, camps
and sporting activities.
If you have a valid means-tested concession card, such as a Veterans Affairs Gold Card, Centrelink
Health Care Card or Pensioner Concession Card, or are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible.
There is also a special consideration category for asylum seeker and refugee families.
Payment amounts this year are $125 for eligible primary school students.
Payments are made direct to the school to use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions and
sporting activities for the benefit of your child.
If you applied for CSEF through our school last year, you do not need to complete an application form
this year, unless there has been a change in your family circumstances. The school will roll over all
existing CSEF recipients and only contact your family if there is an issue.
If you would like to apply for the first time, please visit the school office and ask for an application form,
or print and fill out a form from the Department of Education and Training’s Camps, Sports and
Excursions Fund web page - https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef. More
information about the program and information flyers in a range of languages can also be found via this
site or on the flyer on page 5.
Check with the school office if you are unsure, and please return completed forms to the school office as
soon as possible and bring any health care or concession cards with you. Applications close on the final
day of term 2 (Friday, June 25).

Page 5

This information is also available in a range of
languages via this site.

Brunswick South West Primary School
Newsletter

Page 6

Brunswick South West Primary School
Newsletter

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Grade 5 /6 Interschool Sport
HELP ! HELP ! and MORE HELP!
Calling all wonderful parents who can help Friday mornings from 9-11:30 (approximately) with the
Interschool sport program. It does NOT begin until Term 2, HOWEVER, we need you to:
1.
2.

Put your name down with your child’s classroom teacher and;
Get a working with children’s check done now in preparation for your wonderful service to the
school.

INDIVIDUAL SWIMMING
We are looking for amazing swimmers to represent the Brunswick District at the Division Swimming
meet in March.







Your child MUST be turning 9 or older this year to compete.
Your child MUST be able to perform a dive entry,
You need to send their 50 metre times in any or all of the 4 strokes to our District Coordinator.
If your child does not have a swimming Coach to sign off on the times, please get them verified by
the Lifeguard at the pool.
Your child should be swimming at or near squad level in order to be nominated for this Carnival.
The age group is the AGE your child turns THIS year. Eg: If I turn 11 this year, I am in the 11 year
age group, even if right now I am only 10.

The age groups are as follows: 9/10 Boys, 9/10 Girls, 11 Boys, 11 Girls, 12/13 Boys, 12/13 Girls,
Name: Age Group: D.O.B.
50m Freestyle
50m Backstroke
50m Breaststroke
50m Butterfly
TICK: Yes / NO I would like to be in a relay team with others in my age group.
Please send the above information to both Tim and myself. It is up to me to find a relay team from our
school. Timothy.Lumsden@education.vic.gov.au AND Sharron.dickinson@education.vic.gov.au
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION

CALLING FOR ELITE ATHLETES
The School Sport Victoria organisation begins trials for their Victorian State teams very early in the
school year. IF you believe your child has the potential to make one of the State teams in their
nominated sport – YOU, as the PARENT must download the form, pay $25.00 and get the school to sign/
endorse your application to trial.
In order to commence this process, parents need to go on to the SSV website, locate the form for your
child’s sport, fill it out, pay the money, print it off and bring it to school for Emma to sign (please leave
these at the office and expect it could take up to 48 hours). You then must take this piece of paper with
you to the trial. The website is www.ssv.vic.edu.au

Perceptual Motor Program – (Prep Parents)
Felicity (the Art teacher) and I will be running a P.M.P program starting this week. We will be in
desperate need of Parent helpers from Term 2 onwards. Please feel free to commence getting your
working with children’s check so we can include you as soon as possible on the roster. If you have not
put your name down yet, but wish to do so, please email me your day of preference and your child’s
name.
Monday: 2:30pm – 3:30pm Mel and Rosa’s classes
Thursday: 2:30pm – 3:30pm Tom and Dom’s classes
Please email me if you are able to assist— Sharron.dickinson@education.vic.gov.au
Thank you for all your support and here’s to making up for lost time not getting to play together last
year!
Shar Dickinson
PE Specialist
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Ni Hao 你好 and welcome back to school!!
Term 1 is always exciting, as we not only welcome our new students, but also the
Lunar New Year (aka Chinese New Year)! This year, the Lunar New Year is on FRIDAY,
FEBRUARY 12TH!
To celebrate the Lunar New Year, we would like everyone to wear something RED to
school on February 12th. The colour red symbolises luck and prosperity in Chinese
culture (and many other Asian countries), so you can see red colour everywhere during
this festival.
We would love everyone to bring as much luck and prosperity as
possible to our school and your home, so dig into your colourful
wardrobe and wear red clothing to school on Friday, February 12!
Kevin Laoshi
Chinese Teacher

Student Lunches and Snacks
Brunswick South West Primary School is part of the government initiative, Resource Smart Schools.
One of our achievements is a reduction in the waste that we generate. We continue to aim for less
rubbish going to landfill. We are diligent with paper re-using and recycling and we recycle fruit and
vegetable scraps via our compost. The compost then gets used on our garden.
Families (and older students who make their own lunches) have helped greatly with waste
minimisation, by providing rubbish free lunches (see examples below.) If lunches/snacks do include
wrappers, we ask students to put their rubbish back into their lunchbox and take it home, where it
may be recycled. Similarly, unfinished food will come home, and perhaps be eaten later or put into
home composts.
Fact 1: Food w aste that goes to landfill breaks
down anaerobically and produces methane gas.
Methane is 21 times more potent than CO2 as a
greenhouse gas. (Environmental Protection Agency.)
Fact 2: Australians discard up to 20% of the food
they purchase. (Food Waste Benchmark Study, NSW
government.)
Sustainability is an integral part of the Victorian
curriculum. We build sustainability into our curriculum
and into our daily practise.
Thank-you for your support,
The BSWPS Sustainability Team
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Circus and Performing Arts Classes
We are happy to be back teaching our circus classes this week. We still have
some places available for new students, so do get in touch if you’ve been thinking
about joining us.
Circus classes run on Mondays and Tuesdays from 3.30pm - 5pm in the school
gym for 7-11yr olds. Circus classes are a fun way to develop co-ordination,
balance, strength, flexibility, collaboration, creative expression, confidence &
friendships.
Exclusive to Brunswick South West Primary School students, this after school
program has been running for over 20 years!
For more information & to enrol for 2021, please contact Anita Alexander
at anitta.alexa@gmail.com
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