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At Brunswick South West
Primary School, we
acknowledge that we
learn, work and play on
the lands of the
Wurundjeri people of the
Kulin Nation.

9:30am

Virtual Assembly
School Photo Day

6:00pm

Netbook eSafety Induction Session (via Zoom)
Grade 6 Graduation*
Grade 5/6 Wylie Reserve Picnic*
*Tentative booking, will be confirmed closer to date

1:30pm

Final day of Term 4—Early finish

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
Hi Everyone,
I hope you are enjoying this warmer weather, and enjoying the freedom of
being outside! Some parents have asked me if children are able to ride their
bikes and scooters to school now that restrictions have eased. I would
appreciate it if we kept the current system, as we are trying to keep groups of
children across year groups separate, and congestion in the bike sheds can
become problematic. Thank you for your understanding.
NAIDOC week, ‘Always Was, Always Will Be’ has been celebrated this past
week. Sarah has included some information in this newsletter about the week,
and we are also planning to share some work in Assembly on Monday.
Last week we celebrated International World Teacher’s Day. It was a fabulous
opportunity for Lucy, Judy and I to show our appreciation of everything our
amazing teachers do every day, and also an opportunity to thank them for the
very different year we have had so far. The kids at BSWPS are so lucky to be
taught by our wonderful bunch of teachers

Donuts for our teachers

Over the next few weeks we are going to start organising the class lists. We encourage the children to
consider friends they would like to be with, and we ask them to write a list of 5 friends for us to consider
when we put classes together. We will be having a ‘Step-Up Day’ in December where your child will meet
their teacher and their new classmates. It can be an exciting time for them, but can also cause some
anxiety. Please let us know if your child is anxious about anything, and we will endeavour to support
them in any way we can.
South Daly Street Brunswick West 3055

Telephone 9387 6886

Email brunswick.sw.ps@education.vic.gov.au

www.brunswicksw-ps.vic.edu.au
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Annual Report Meeting
On Monday night we held our School Council Public Meeting via Zoom. Thank you to those of you who
attended. If you were unable to attend we will be putting the recording of the evening on our website
until the end of the year. Please do not hesitate to see us if you can’t access the link. The evening gave
our School Councillors an opportunity to share the work they have been involved in this year, and an
opportunity to reflect on 2019, whilst celebrating this year, and focusing on the future. The leadership
team and I have been working on our Annual Implementation Plan for 2021, and I will be sharing that
with you before the end of the year. We are so fortunate to be able to move into next year with our new
learning spaces, and I am hopeful that the school grounds, particularly the butterfly garden in the grey
brick courtyard, the terrace area, and the junior playground, will have had their works completed or
being completed. And… don’t forget the wall! Hopefully the grant will be accepted, and that will be
completed too!
Now that restrictions have eased, we are really pleased to see Brunswick Magic using the outdoor
basketball court, and I will be meeting with School Council on Monday night to ensure everything is in
place for all the other hall hirers to come back very soon! Graduation plans are moving along well, and
even though parents won’t be able to attend the event, we are sure that the children will have a
memorable evening.
School Photo Day
Next Tuesday is school photo day. Order forms were sent home a few days ago with instructions on how
to place an online order for your kids. Each student has been allocated a unique ID number which is
printed on their order form and can be used to order their photos online at www.schoolpix.com.au.
This year, there will be no class/group shots taken due to the impact of COVID-19 and reduced number
of onsite learning days. Prints featuring a compilation of individual portrait photos will be available for
each class. Sibling photos are also being offered but all bookings must be made online by 8am Tuesday
at the very latest.
If you have any questions, visit schoolpix.com.au/faq/#faqs-for-parents-and-students-at-schools or
contact the office.
Trees
Part of our OHS annual checks involves an arborist coming and checking the health of our trees.
Unfortunately, some of our trees have died (you may have noticed the one by the Junior Playground),
some need to be removed as they are showing signs of weakening, and some just need a haircut (the
red ones in the picture). Judy has helped our school to receive a grant for these trees, and the
Department of Education through the Victorian School Buildings Authority (VSBA) has agreed to pay for
this to occur ($11,500)! On Wednesday, the arborists will be on our school grounds working on these
trees. Believe me, it is not something that I am completely happy about, but the health and safety of our
community is paramount.
I have included a picture below to
show you the trees which are being
removed/worked on. Please also
remember that in the near future,
the trees around the retaining wall
are also being removed, as
mentioned in previous newsletters,
due to the damage the roots are
doing to the drains and the
retaining wall. I will let you know
when these works will start. Next
year we will (hopefully) have
some working bees, including a
mega tree-planting day across
the site. Something to look
forward to!
Have a wonderful weekend,
everyone! Let’s make the last five
weeks of the school year the best
yet!
Emma
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NAIDOCWEEK
WEEK
NAIDOC
This week is NAIDOC week, as part of our celebrations and learning about the theme, Always was, Always
will be, classes have been learning about Indigenous history and how First Nations people have and continue
to care for Country. In addition to classroom based learning this week, next week we are participating in the
First Nations Bedtime Stories challenge, as a school.
Children will watch daily stories produced by First Nations people and we will be taking gold coin donations to
support the project (see below for more details).
To learn more visit: https://www.firstnationsbedtimestories.com/
As part of our ongoing work to deeply integrate learning about Indigenous culture, we are forming a
Reconciliation Action Plan. This is part of the work of Reconciliation Australia and is a statement of
commitment to the reconciliation process.
To do so, we need to establish a working group, made up of teachers, parents, students and community
members. At this stage we are taking expressions of interest and will start formally meeting next year.
We are already underway, having completed one of the key actions: each class has written their own
Acknowledgement of Country, which you can see on display in the office and in our classrooms. This will be
an ongoing practice for each class at the beginning of the school year.
If you are keen to be involved, please let Ainsley Jones or Sarah Boyle know and we will be in contact over
the next few months.
Sarah.boyle2@education.vic.gov.au
Ainsley.Jones@education.vic.gov.au

COMMON GROUND
FUNDRAISER
For the week of
November 16-20, the school
is participating in the First
Nations Bedtime Stories
Challenge.
As part of our learning, we
are also hoping to raise some
funds for Common Ground,
that will support the makers
of this excellent learning
resource.

Class teachers will
be accepting gold
coin donations on
Wednesday
November 18th.
The money raised will support
the creators and story tellers
and allow them to continue
their important work, sharing
their language and culture
with the nation.
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