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2020 CALENDAR 

Fri 26  June 
From 

2:00pm 

Last Day of Term 2—Early Finish* 

2:00pm—Foundation 

2:15pm—Grades 3-6 

2:30pm—Grades 1 & 2 

*If you will be collecting your children at a time other than the 

allocated time for their year level, please let their teacher 

know.  

Mon 13 July 
From 

8:45am 

First day of Term 3 

Staggered start/finish times remain in place 

Tue 21 July 2:00pm Student reports available on Compass 

Sat & 

Sun 

25 

26 
July  Move into the Red Brick Building 

Thu 30 July  
Australian Maths Competition 
Enrol via Compass before July 15, 2020 

Thu to 

Fri 

30 

7 

July 

August 
 “Talking the Talk” Student Sessions 

Wed 5 August 
7:00-

8:30pm 

“Talking the Talk” Parent Information Session 
More information to follow 

LAST DAY OF TERM TOMORROW—EARLY FINISH  
2:00pm—Foundation    2:15pm—Grades 3-6    

2:30pm—Grades 1 & 2 

Hi Everyone, 
 
As we approach the end of Term 2, we will look back in years to come and remember it in so many ways. 
I was talking to Josie on the gate this morning and saying how it feels as if we have had three terms 
already. The craziness of moving to remote learning, and then transitioning back to school has been 
exciting, different, but definitely tiring. I am hoping that we can get back to some normality next term. 
So please stay safe these holidays, relax, and look after each other. 
 
With regard to school operations, we will be continuing our staggered drop offs and pick-ups. Please 
remember that tomorrow is the last day of term, and subsequently the Preps will be collected at 2pm, 
the 3-6 students at 2:15pm, and the 1-2 students at 2:30pm. We really appreciate your support with the 
pick-ups and drop-offs, but at the end of the day we have to keep each other safe, and this way seems 
to be working from a socially distancing perspective. We will also begin the term with staggered lunch 
times and recess. 
 
On the 9th and 10th July our playground border is being re-done. I will be in for these days, and I would 
ask you and the community not to come onto the site whilst this is occurring. I thank you for your 
understanding. The border is being replaced with a higher edging to avoid the tan-bark from falling off 
the edges. 
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Many of you may have already seen the news, but I would like to 
take this opportunity to congratulate one of our parents, Shaun Tan, 
for receiving the Kate Greenaway medal for his illustrated children’s  
book Tales from the Inner City. Julia Hail, chair of the judges panel, 
called it ‘a stunning book that should be widely shared and 
celebrated’, adding; ‘never have the bonds between us and the and 
the beautiful creatures we share the earth with been so exquisitely 
rendered’. High, and very well deserved praise indeed! I encourage 
you all to partake in some holiday reading with your kids and check it 
out! 

Shaun has kindly written a few 
paragraphs about his award and 
his book which I have included 
in this newsletter. Thank you, 
Shaun, and very well done! 
 
Stay safe, warm, and have a 
lovely holiday!  
 
Emma 

Nicole read Shaun’s books 
Cicadas and The Red Tree 

(also both award winners!) to 
Rosa’s class. 

Rosa’s class have been looking 
after some very ‘sticky’ pets! 
Here’s Liliana showing off an 

Australian stick insect. 

Can you spot our cheeky, very 
well camoflaged possum visitor? 
Well spyed by Jacqui and some 
students!  
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A message from Shaun 
 
It’s been a wonderful surprise to receive the Kate Greenaway Medal in London for illustration last 
week, for my book Tales from the Inner City, produced right here in good ol' Brunswick West. I'm 
particularly pleased to be able to share this news with our school, especially as I first started writing 
and illustrating my own books in primary school, around the age of 8 or 9, back in suburban Western 
Australia. At the time I thought that good writers and illustrators only came from other, far away 
places, certainly not my own sandy backyard. But no matter, I just loved reading, looking at art, 
writing and painting, and was lucky to have supportive parents, teachers and friends. I would make 
copies of my books and put them in the school library, and other kids actually borrowed them. One of 
them even got stolen! That’s a good review! It was called ‘The Land Beneath the Sea’, about three 
scientists who are sucked into a whirlpool, discover a strange new land under the ocean, filled with 
bizarre plants and animals. They journey down a river to find some treasure in an ancient temple 
and, I’m not proud to say, steal it all before blowing things up and escaping back to the surface. I 
now realise my ‘heroes’ were actually villains. Maybe that’s why my friends enjoyed it so much!  

 
Happy reading and book-making BSWPS! 
 
—Shaun Tan 

Some illustrations from 
Shaun’s books, 

reproduced here with the 
artist’s permission 

 
At this stage we don’t have confirmation that the whole school swimming program will go ahead in Term 
3, 2020. For those who have already paid for this year, we are happy to transfer the payment over to 
2021 should the program be cancelled.  
I will keep you updated as soon as I hear any news.  
 
Have a happy, safe and healthy break.  
 
Shar Dickinson  
PE Specialist   

SWIMMING PROGRAM 2020 

Anyway, I like to think that with my latest book I’ve improved a bit, 
both in drawing skills and concern for nature. It’s about the relationship 
between people and animals, and deals with such pressing issues such 
as climate change and extinction. Nothing at all gets blown up, although 
a few other pretty bad things happen, mostly weird bad things, which of 
course is exactly what I always want to read about in books. I hope you 
do too! 
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NI HAO!!  

This week we celebrate one of the major Chinese festivals, the 

DRAGON BOAT FESTIVAL, which happens this Thursday, 25 

June. The Dragon Boat Festival is one of the biggest and most 

important Chinese holidays.  Most people are familiar with the 

dragon boat race, but what you might not know is the story 

behind this tradition!   

Over 2,000 years ago, during a time when China was split into lots of small states 

that all fought with each other, a wise man and poet named Qu Yuan lived in the 

state of Chu. He warned his king that the neighbouring state of Qin was about to 

attack Chu, and that Chu needed to prepare itself. But the king did not listen to him, 

and sure enough, Qin attacked and conquered Chu. Qu Yuan was so unhappy that he 

drowned himself in the river.  

Some of our students made dragons in their last Chinese class this term to celebrate this festival and 

here are some snapshots for you.  Wish you and your family a safe and relaxing holiday!      

Kevin 

BSWPS Chinese Program   

The people of Chu honoured him by holding a boat race with the boats decorated as 

dragons, which is why this festival is called the Dragon Boat Festival. They also threw 

packs of rice in the river so the fish would not eat Qu Yuan’s body, and that’s the reason 

Chinese people eat粽子(zòng zi), sticky rice dumplings wrapped in bamboo leaves, for the 

Dragon Boat Festival.  
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NETBOOK PAYMENTS 
Friendly reminder that Netbook payments are due at the beginning of each term as per the signed rental 
agreements. 
 
If you have any queries regarding charges on your account, or, would like to discuss payment plans, 
please contact the school on 9387 6886. 

Payments can be made via: 
Online       BPAY – it is critical you use the correct    

  reference number as printed on your family   
  statement 

Phone  Credit Card – via phone, 9387 6886 
School Office EFTPOS for debit card and credit card. 

   
 
Thank you for your support in making this such as successful learning program  
at our school. 

School Council recognises everyone’s family circumstances are different, and as such our school is 
committed to supporting parents and carers who are experiencing either short or long term hardship and 
may be unable to make the requested payments on time. If these circumstances apply to your family, 
School Council encourages you to have a confidential discussion with the School’s Business Manager, 
Nerissa Gadsden. Our school can offer alternate payment options and provide details about financial and 
other types of support that may be available. More information, including the school’s parent payment 
policy and details about cost support for families is available by requesting a copy from the school office. 

FEE SUPPORT FOR FAMILIES 

BSWPS's new, multi-age playground was installed 
in January 2020, marking the first major step in 
rebuilding play opportunities for our kids since the 
demise of both the school's former junior and 
senior playgrounds. The enjoyment and constant 
use of the new playground by our students and 
community has been a true measure of the success 
of this project. The good news is that we have 
plenty more exciting play projects in the pipeline! 
 
The next phase will include redeveloping the former 
junior play space into a key outdoor hub for the 
school including a tiered connection between the 
upper asphalt area and lower oval area that will 
function as a playful climbing-scape and a 
welcoming shaded gathering space overlooking the 
sports oval and outdoor learning zone. Active 
nature play elements will include log balance 
beams, stepping stones and sand play area. 
 
Additional play-focused works being planned for 
include the purchase of rope-play climbing 
equipment and sporting equipment such as soccer 
goals. 
 
Unfortunately this type of work is not directly 
funded by the State Dept. of Education & Training. 
But the good news is that through the school's 
fundraising partnership with the Australian Sports 
Foundation, donations to these vital projects are 
tax deductible. So please show your support by 
donating today! Every dollar donated helps gets our 
kids closer to more engaging, healthy and fun 
active play opportunities. We need everyone's help 
to make this happen! 



Brunswick South West Primary School 

Newsletter 

Page 7 

MORELAND CITY COUNCIL SHORT STORY COMPETITION 
 
Competition information: 
Writers and reciters of all ages are welcome to enter Moreland City Libraries’ 2020 short story 
competition.  
Write or recite a story in either 500 words or 5 minutes or less in response to the artwork 
‘Manrngrook Football’ (pictured). 
 
Entry forms can be downloaded from our website:  
https://www.moreland.vic.gov.au/libraries/library- 
events-and-activities/story-writing-competition/ 
  
Entries open: Monday 18 May 2020 
Entries close: Friday 3 July 2020 
Winners announced on the Moreland  
City Libraries’ Facebook page and website:  
Friday 28 August 2020 
  
Categories and prizes: 
Up to 8 years old:                         
Winner: Sphero BOLT robot                          
Achievement award: $50 book voucher*          
9 to 12 years old: 
Winner: Sphero BOLT robot 
Achievement award: $50 book voucher* 
13 to 17 years old:                                    
Winner: $200 JB Hi-Fi voucher      
Achievement award: $50 book voucher*        
Adult: Winner: 1-year Membership to Writers’ Victoria + $100 book 
voucher*                                                
Achievement award: $100 book voucher* 
*Book vouchers are redeemable at most Australian book stores. 
 
To encourage students we have asked AFL player Eddie Betts and author Tony Wilson to each record a 
video. Eddie talks about the history of AFL and its origins as an Indigenous game. Tony gives great tips and 
tricks on winning a prize-winning story. 
Eddie Betts link: 
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1148180992209162 
  
Tony Wilson link: 
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=2748366955383601 
  
Artwork: 
Copies of the original artwork can be viewed at each of our 5 libraries. 
Image citation: Marlene Gilson. Marngrook Football, 2015. Acrylic on canvas. 80 x 100 cm. 
Collection of Moreland City Council. Image courtesy of the artist 
 
More information about Marngrook football – the game: 
Behind the News video: https://www.abc.net.au/btn/classroom/marngrook-footy/10523118 
  
The history of Marngrook football and the possum skin ball: https://cv.vic.gov.au/stories/aboriginal-
culture/the-koorie-heritage-trust-collections-and-history/marngrook-possum-skin-football/ 
  
The indigenous origin of AFL: https://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-04-13/historian-reveals-marngrook
-influence-on-afl/8439748 
  
The origins of Australian football: https://meanjin.com.au/essays/marngrook-tom-wills-and-the-
continuing-denial-of-indigenous-history/ 
  
 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.moreland.vic.gov.au%2Flibraries%2Flibrary-events-and-activities%2Fstory-writing-competition%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cbrunswick.sw.ps%40education.vic.gov.au%7C8a33d024ff11485408fe08d80ce6be1e%7Cd96
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.moreland.vic.gov.au%2Flibraries%2Flibrary-events-and-activities%2Fstory-writing-competition%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cbrunswick.sw.ps%40education.vic.gov.au%7C8a33d024ff11485408fe08d80ce6be1e%7Cd96
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fwatch%2F%3Fv%3D1148180992209162&data=02%7C01%7Cbrunswick.sw.ps%40education.vic.gov.au%7C8a33d024ff11485408fe08d80ce6be1e%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C63727353
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fwatch%2F%3Fv%3D2748366955383601&data=02%7C01%7Cbrunswick.sw.ps%40education.vic.gov.au%7C8a33d024ff11485408fe08d80ce6be1e%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C63727353
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.abc.net.au%2Fbtn%2Fclassroom%2Fmarngrook-footy%2F10523118&data=02%7C01%7Cbrunswick.sw.ps%40education.vic.gov.au%7C8a33d024ff11485408fe08d80ce6be1e%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcv.vic.gov.au%2Fstories%2Faboriginal-culture%2Fthe-koorie-heritage-trust-collections-and-history%2Fmarngrook-possum-skin-football%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cbrunswick.sw.ps%40education.vic.gov.au%7C8a33
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcv.vic.gov.au%2Fstories%2Faboriginal-culture%2Fthe-koorie-heritage-trust-collections-and-history%2Fmarngrook-possum-skin-football%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cbrunswick.sw.ps%40education.vic.gov.au%7C8a33
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.abc.net.au%2Fnews%2F2017-04-13%2Fhistorian-reveals-marngrook-influence-on-afl%2F8439748&data=02%7C01%7Cbrunswick.sw.ps%40education.vic.gov.au%7C8a33d024ff11485408fe08d80ce6be1e%7Cd96cb3371a
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.abc.net.au%2Fnews%2F2017-04-13%2Fhistorian-reveals-marngrook-influence-on-afl%2F8439748&data=02%7C01%7Cbrunswick.sw.ps%40education.vic.gov.au%7C8a33d024ff11485408fe08d80ce6be1e%7Cd96cb3371a
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmeanjin.com.au%2Fessays%2Fmarngrook-tom-wills-and-the-continuing-denial-of-indigenous-history%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cbrunswick.sw.ps%40education.vic.gov.au%7C8a33d024ff11485408fe08d80ce6be1e%7Cd96cb
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmeanjin.com.au%2Fessays%2Fmarngrook-tom-wills-and-the-continuing-denial-of-indigenous-history%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cbrunswick.sw.ps%40education.vic.gov.au%7C8a33d024ff11485408fe08d80ce6be1e%7Cd96cb

