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2020 CALENDAR
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Mon

2

November

Report Writing Day — No School

Tue

3

November

Melbourne Cup Public Holiday — No School

Mon

9

November

Fri

13

November

Parent Opinion Survey Closes

Tue

17

November

School Photo Day

Thu

3

December

Wed

16

December

Thu

17

December

Fri

18

December

7:00pm

6:00pm

Annual Report Public Meeting (Online)
More information to follow

Netbook eSafety Induction Session (via Zoom)
Grade 6 Graduation*
Grade 5/6 Wylie Reserve Picnic*
*Tentative booking, will be confirmed closer to date

1:30pm

Final day of Term 4—Early finish

NO SCHOOL MONDAY OR TUESDAY (NOV 2 & 3)
MONDAY: REPORT WRITING DAY FOR TEACHERS (PUPIL FREE DAY)
TUESDAY: CUP DAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
Hello Everyone,
I don’t know about you and your family, but everyone being back at school
has certainly made bedtime earlier in our house! Watching the preps leave
school yesterday afternoon was such a contrast to how they bounce through
the gate in the morning. They looked so exhausted, poor things! And, you
should see the teachers!
Apologies again for not getting the newsletter to you last week. Being a
short week, everything just crept up on us! This newsletter is quite a big
one. Next week’s will be smaller (I promise)!
Building Works
The builders have almost completed everything. Obviously there are still
paint issues and defects, and a few little things here and there to finish off.
The children have made them some beautiful cards to show their
appreciation. You can see a picture of Kay’s class card here. So lovely. You
may have noticed the retaining wall is still ‘propped up’. I have received
news that we now need to apply for an emergency maintenance grant to
have this part of the wall repaired. It is very costly – well over $150,000 –
so getting the grant would be fantastic! The only other news I have with
building works is around the old playground. The VSBA has some money
kept aside for us to make this space into a new play space for our children. I
hope to bring more news soon; however, the ongoing issue with the wall has
delayed this slightly! Thank you for your patience.
South Daly Street Brunswick West 3055

Telephone 9387 6886

Email brunswick.sw.ps@education.vic.gov.au

www.brunswicksw-ps.vic.edu.au
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Reminder to complete the Parent Opinion Survey
The Parent Opinion Survey is currently open, and you will have received a compass post with a log in
code for you to access the survey a few weeks ago. This survey is so important, as it gives us a chance
to really see how the community is feeling about the direction of our school, and will help inform our
annual implementation plan for next year. The survey this year has been sent to all families, rather than
a selection, and we want as many responses as possible to ensure you are all heard. Please contact the
office if you can’t find the link.
Interviews and staffing 2021
We have been holding lots of interviews this week for staffing 2021. We have a number of people
returning to our school, so please make sure you give them a huge welcome when you see them.
Chantel is returning part-time after having baby Freya, Caroline is returning part time after having baby
Rosie and Kelly Leyden is returning part time after travelling around Australia. I will give you an update
on staffing before the end of the year. Watch this space!
Annual Report To Community
On November 9 at 7pm School Council, and myself, will be providing an online forum for the community.
This session is based on the Annual Report for 2019, which I sent out as an attachment to a newsletter a
few weeks ago. It will also be an opportunity to hear from School Council and our sub-committees, and
for me to share the direction of the school next year, and celebrate the unprecedented year we have had
to date!
Fee Payments:
Melissa, our new Business Manager, is in the process of finalising our Parent Payment Policy and pack to
take to our next School Council meeting. We have decided, that due to the fact that we have been
unable to go on excursions, we will process a credit to your account. If you have fees outstanding, your
outstanding fee will be reduced. Please can you contact the office to discuss further. Please pay any
outstanding fees you may have as soon as possible, thank you!
COVID
BSWPS is following the practices advised by the department and we are taking all COVID related health
and safety requirements very seriously. Thank you all for following the rules. Please can you ensure that
if you are collecting your child from after school care, that you avoid wandering around the school or
entering classes, as per our COVID safe policy available on the website. Thank you.
Hats
Hats are available for purchase at the office for $10.50. The school does not make any money from hat
sales (we purchase them from the supplier at $10.50 each). We ask that if you send your child with
money that you provide them with the correct amount as the office can only accept correct money and
cannot provide change. If your child is short 0.50c, we will have to call a parent for a credit card
payment over the phone.
Have a lovely long weekend, again!
Emma

Our BSWPS quilt is slowly coming together, but we
need more squares!
Please deliver your crafty creations to Felicity in
the art room by

Friday, November 13
There’s still time to contribute! Once finished, the
quilt will hang in the new reception area as a
reminder of how our school came together during
2020.
For more information, see past newsletters or
contact Felicity.
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SCHOOL COUNCIL
School Council President’s Report – Ann Jorgensen
Welcome back to school everyone. It was a long term 3 but how wonderful it is to have everyone back in
attendance again. Thanks to our amazing staff members for supporting another transition back to school
and of course for their work in teaching our kids remotely for such an extended period.
School Council met on Monday 19 October 2020 via Zoom. We had a full agenda which included reports
from Emma and all of our sub-committees and discussion and decision about the following matters:

Approval of the Netbook program for 2021 (year 2 parents will be receiving information about this
very soon)

Discussions around events and fundraising for next year and our commitment to look for
opportunities that bring the school community together in whatever ways that we safely can

Endorsement of the uniform policy (a new policy which articulates why we do not have a school
uniform and some general principles around safe and comfortable clothes for school)

Planning for our annual public meeting

The completion of the building works (yay!!)
School Council is required to hold an annual public meeting that is open to our school community. We
normally would hold this earlier in the year. As it is still not possible to have a large group of people meet
face to face this meeting will be a virtual one this year. It will take place on 9 November 2020 at 7pm. In
addition to a brief recap of School Council’s activities, we will have Emma speak to the school community
about what is in store for 2021. We are also planning a virtual tour of the completed building works.
More details will follow but I hope to see many of you there.
If you would like to get in touch with me please don’t hesitate to send me an email –
Ann.Jorgensen@education.vic.gov.au. If you would prefer to talk on the phone send me an email and we
can arrange a time.

Congratulations to the winners of our BSWPS School
Holiday Riding Challenge!
The following students all travelled the largest distance over the holidays:

Gus
(Ashley’s class)
64.1km

Otto
(Alison’s class)
64.1km

Lyra
(Mel & Anya’s class)
26.6km

They each received a prize pack supplied by Shar! CONGRATS!
- Tom & Shar
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BOOK WEEK
Last week's Book Day parade was a testament to our innovative and creative community. Despite the restrictions, our school
community embraced the opportunity to dress up and celebrate book week in an array of wonderful costumes. Our teachers
excelled themselves again this year with each PLC team celebrating a favourite book. We loved the Wild Things from Where the
Wild Things Are (with amazing art by Hayden that will be a feature of our library when we re-open soon). Did you spot the Red.
Yellow, and Blue sheep from, Where is the Green Sheep? Did you see Dobby and Dumbledore? Hagrid was there with his pink
umbrella, so was The Very Hungry Caterpillar, there was a giant spider, and the Chicken Divas left a trail of pink and blue feathers
across the school.
The parades were held on the oval this year and thanks to a lovely morning, they were a great success. After the parade,
students enjoyed a book week activity with their class and all students are taking part in the BSWPS "picture book of the year"
judging and answering the question, "What Makes an Award-Winning Picture book?". We can't wait to find out which book will
take out this year's BSWPS prize.
- Jacinta and Jo
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ART CORNER
Each class at BSWPS has collaboratively written an acknowledgement of country and a
thank you to our nation’s First People.
The students then took inspiration from Australian indigenous art to create colourful
borders to frame their words. These are now on display in the office for everyone to
admire.
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