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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT  

 

2020 CALENDAR 

Mon 12 October  Foundation, Grades 1 & 2 Return to Onsite Learning 

Mon 12 October 12pm Australian Maths Comp (Online) 

Tue 13 October  Grades 3-6 Return to Onsite Learning 

Mon-

Fri 

19-

23 
October  Book Week! ‘Curious Creatures, Wild Minds’ 

Wed 21 October  Book Week Character Dress Up Day 

Fri 23 October  “Thank You Day” Public Holiday — No School 

Mon 2 November  Report Writing Day — No School 

Tue 3 November  Melbourne Cup Public Holiday — No School 

Tue 17 November  School Photo Day 

Fri 18 December  Final day of Term 4—Early finish 

Date  TBD   
Annual Report Public Meeting (Online) 

Annual Report 2019 PDF available on Compass Newsfeed 

Our Values 
 Learning       Respect     Communication 

 Fairness     Courage 

  
  

  

MONDAY, OCTOBER 12: FOUNDATION, GRADE 1 & 2 RETURN TO ON SITE LEARNING 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 13: GRADES 3-6 RETURN TO ON SITE LEARNING 

Hi Everyone, 
  
I’m sorry the newsletter is a day late. We have been extraordinarily busy this week, and time just got away from us! 
This is a very long newsletter, but contains lots of important information. Please make sure that you have read the ‘Top 
10 Reminders’ as a quick reference guide to our return to school. The detail is also included in this newsletter, but this 
will, at least, give you and overview of the important information. Also attached to the Compass message is the Annual 
Report to Community 2019.  
  
I hope you were able to change things up a little over the holidays, and have some down time. Let’s hope that the 
number of cases keep falling so we can actually get to socialise in the new ‘COVID-normal’ (whatever that might look 
like). I had some rest in the second week, after hurting my back and ending up in hospital for a few days! I am 
absolutely fine and have recovered well. A big thank you to Lucy for organising the moving of the library and library 
classes to the Grey Brick in the last weekend of the holidays! 
  
The teachers are currently setting the classes up as I type. The classrooms are looking amazing – such a dramatic 
improvement. I know that some of the teachers have been doing guided tours to their children on Zoom, and have had 
some lovely feedback from families about this. We really do have such dedicated teaching staff, and they are very 
keen, as I am, for all the children to return next week! 
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We are well aware that the children have missed so much this year – socialising and learning AT school. Our priority 
this term is in line with that from the Department of Education and Training; an absolute focus on student and staff 
wellbeing. We may not know the full impact this time during Covid has had on our staff, children, and our families, and 
we need to be very aware of the different emotional states our children and staff are in as we open up our school 
again. Although you may think your child has coped well, we may find they display some different and unusual 
behaviour signs once back at school. I need to ensure that we have enough supports in place to firstly identify these 
signs, and secondly to ensure we have supports in place for child and the family. Please do not hesitate to contact your 
child’s teacher, myself, Lucy or Judy, if you do have any concerns about your child returning to school. This is one of 
the reasons we have asked for the 3-6 students to return on Tuesday; it will give us time with all our staff around to 
support our younger students. Thank you for your support with this. We have included a pamphlet  from the Australian 
Psychological Society later in this newsletter called “Helping children transition back to school  in the COVID-19 era”, 
which has some great advice for parents.  
  
‘Top Ten Tips’ for our return to school: 
  
If you are unable to read the whole newsletter, please take the time to read this: 
  

1.       Preps, Year 1s and Year 2s are returning on Monday and can arrive from 9:00 – 9:15 
2.       Years 3-6 will start on Tuesday and arrive from 8:45. If you have children across both year groups, please arrive 

together, but we do ask for P-2 to arrive after 9:00 
3.       Dismissal is from the oval. Preps are dismissed at 3:10, 12s at 3:20, 3-6s at 3:30. If your child is walking home 

alone you MUST let your child’s teacher know before Tuesday. 
4.       Once you have collected your child, please leave the site immediately. Ensure you are socially distancing. Do 

not use the playground. 
5.       Please do not bring bikes or scooters to school unless you absolutely need to. We are trying to reduce 

situations where people are in crowds. 
6.       Please ensure you child has brought their hat and sunscreen to school. 
7.       Please ensure your child has a NAMED drink bottle as the water fountains are out of bounds. 
8.       The children in P-2 will meet their child’s teacher on the basketball court on Monday as they all have new 

classrooms. 
9.       No parents are allowed on site. You must drop your child at the gate with a teacher and they will walk to class. 
10.   Remember to use one of the four gates to avoid crowding. Maintain social distancing at all times. 

  
Out of School Hours Care (OSHC) 
Our OSHC program run by Camp Australia is back to business as usual from Monday. This includes both before and 
after school hours care. If you would like to book in your children, please use the Camp Australia Parent Portal on their 
app or via www.campaustralia.com.au .  
 
Enrolments for 2021 
If you know someone who hasn’t yet enrolled, please encourage them to contact us to collect an enrolment form. Our 
Prep spaces are filling up rapidly! If your family is planning to move for 2021 please inform the school as soon as 
possible to help with our planning. 
 
SunSmart 
With the students returning and the weather getting warmer, I thought it would be a good opportunity to remind 
everyone about how to be SunSmart! Our school is a registered SunSmart school and all students are  required to wear 
a hat, sun protective clothing and sunscreen when outside during breaks this term. Hats are available for purchase at 
the office for $10.50. Please see page 9 for more information about being safe in the sun.  
  
Annual Report to Community 2019 
Attached to this Compass post you will find our Annual Report for 2019. This is much later than usual, due to the 
pandemic. I am meeting school council on October 19th and we will decide on a time to hold a virtual public meeting in 
November. Watch this space for further information. 
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RETURN TO ON SITE LEARNING 

STAGGERED START DAYS  

Foundation, Grade 1 & 2 students return to onsite learning on 
Monday 12th October between 9:00-9:15am 
  
Our P-2 students will begin the day before our year 3-6s to allow for suitable supports to be available. 
This is primarily because the junior classrooms have all changed, and the children will have to be 
escorted to their new classrooms. We are also aware that the children have had such a long time away 
from school, we want there to be enough adults around to support them in transitioning back to school.  
 
P-2 children will have a new classroom, new places to line up, possibly different toilets to use etc. All of 
the Prep-2 students will need to meet their teachers on the basketball courts on day 1 - they will be 
guided to do this by leadership on the gate. Unfortunately parents are not allowed on the site; each gate 
will have Judy, Lucy, myself and another teacher, to welcome your child back to school. Please 
encourage your child to say goodbye quickly to avoid any congestion. Please make sure you are keeping 
social distance as you approach the school, and that you are wearing a mask. Children under 12 do not 
need to wear a mask, and no children are required to wear a mask at school, but can choose to. 
  
If you have children across multiple year levels, they can come to school together, but on the first day 
we ask all P-2 students to arrive between 9:00 and 9:15. 
 
  

Grade 3-6 students will return to onsite learning on Tuesday 13th 
October between 8:45-9:00am 

 
Students will have to walk straight to their classroom. They cannot play on the playground or basketball 
courts before school. Ben’s class, and Cath/Kim’s class will have to meet their teachers on the basketball 
court on day 1, as they also have a new classroom to find. As with the P-2 students, you (parents) will 
not be allowed to enter the school grounds, will need to wear masks to school, and will need to maintain 
social distances as you say goodbye to your child. 
 
Please note, there will be remote learning tasks for the years 3-6 students for Monday 12th October. The 
year 3-6 teachers will be busy supporting our P-2 students on this day and will arrange to catch up with 
their class on zoom at some point during the day. 
  
 
 

  
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for your continued support. It certainly has been a whirlwind of a 
term/year! I can’t wait to see you all on the gate next week, and walk into classrooms full of children’s laughter and 
happiness! 
 
See you next week. Take care, and stay safe. 
Emma 

Work has begun to secure the 
basketball court retaining wall . 

All of our staff updated their first aid certificates during  
Term 3. Here they are on Monday finishing their 
(socially distanced) assessments.  
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STAGGERED START AND FINISH TIMES 

 

 

 

 

 
As we did last time we returned to school, we will be having staggered finish times. Students are to be 
collected from the oval.  

Please ensure that any parents entering the school grounds: 

 Socially distance 

 Wear masks 

 No playground use whilst waiting, or once you have your child 

 Please leave immediately – do not hang around talking/socialising 

 Please do not engage in lengthy conversations with your child’s teacher – please make an 
appointment for discussions 

 
If you have children in multiple year groups, please collect them at the latest time, and let your child’s 
teacher know. 
 
 

CONTACT WITH TEACHERS 

 We aim to minimise the face-to-face contact of our staff with parents.  However it is crucial that we 
continue to have open channels of communication. Please don’t hesitate to email your child’s 
teacher, or phone the school, to communicate with your child’s teacher or with a member of 
leadership. 

 If you need to visit the office, we recommend calling the school first on 9387 6886 to see whether 
it is something that can be resolved over the phone. The office is open from 8:30am to 3:45pm. If 
you need to come into the office, please wear a mask and practice social distancing.  

 
 

STUDENT SAFETY 

 As a school we will be asking children to be respectful of each other’s personal space and will be 
encouraged to socially distance as much as possible – they should not hug their friends, or shake 
hands, high 5 etc. (same as last time). 

 Students are not required to wear masks to school.  

 A student who is at all unwell (even a slight cold) must stay home and is not to attend school until 
well again.  

 If a child shows signs of illness, parents will be contacted to collect them from school.  

 Students should bring a full water bottle each day, as drinking from bubble taps will not be 
permitted. Water bottles can be filled at drinking troughs.  

 Students will be reminded to wash hands regularly (liquid soap provided at all locations).  

 Hand sanitiser will be available in classrooms and students will be required to use it when entering 
and leaving the classroom. 

 Doors and windows will be kept open as much as possible to allow ventilation. 

 During playtimes and recess, the children will have a 3-6 play area and a P-2 play area to avoid 
children playing across year groups. 

 We would prefer that bikes and scooters were not brought into the school grounds unless 
absolutely necessary. If you do cycle to school with your children please leave your bikes outside of 
the grounds. 

 
We again thank parents for their support and hard work during the period of Home Learning.  
 
It is recognised that some parents may still wish to keep their children home from school due to 
concerns about COVID-19. It is important for parents to advise the school of student absence as you 
would normally do. However, as teachers will have resumed face-to-face teaching, online learning will no 
longer be provided to students after their year level has returned to school. It is not feasible for teachers 
to deliver both a face-to-face and an online curriculum.  
 
  

 Drop Off Pick Up (Oval) 

Foundation 9:00-9:15am 3:10pm 

Grades 1 & 2 9:00-9:15am 3:20pm 

Grades 3-6* 8:45-9:00am 3:30pm 
*Students can walk home if 

given permission 
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Jupiter 

Saturn 

BOOK WEEK 

“CURIOUS CREATURES, WILD MINDS” 
MONDAY 19 OCTOBER – FRIDAY 23 OCTOBER, WEEK 3 

 
This year’s BOOK WEEK theme is:  
“Curious Creatures, Wild Minds” 
 
Wednesday 21 October:  

DRESS UP DAY 

Dress up as a curious creature or as your favourite  
book character and join us for a day of celebration! 
 

HAVE YOUR DETAILS CHANGED?  
 
Many Victorians have had a change in circumstances during the past two lockdowns 
and we expect that this is also the case for many of our families.  
 
It is imperative that your family’s details remain up to date on our system at all 
times. This is not only important for correspondence and emergency reasons, but 
also to ensure that our school is receiving the correct amount of funding and 
resources. Please let us know immediately if anything has changed. 
 
This includes:  

 Change of residential and/or postal address 
 Change of phone number or email address for one or both parents/

guardians 
 Change of profession or employment status for one or both 

parents/guardians 
 Change of emergency contact 
 Change to child or parent living arrangement due to separation, 

divorce or changes to custody arrangements 
 Change to child medical condition 
 
If any of the above details have changed for your family during the past few 
months,  please email the office at Brunswick.sw.ps@education.vic.gov.au. Please 
note that access to this email inbox is restricted and all your information will remain 
confidential.  
 
Thank you. 
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Tim Read MP, the local member for 
Brunswick, has launched a  

Brunswick school safety survey  
to find out what the main safety concerns are 
impacting the decision to ride, walk, scoot or 

skate to school.  
 

The findings will inform next steps to 
improving children’s safety on their way to 

school.  
 

If you would like to participate in the survey, 
visit the link below: 

https://www.timread.org.au/

Parents /carers, school leadership / staff and school councillors are invited 
to attend the 2020 Parents Victoria Online Conference. 

The theme of the forum is a Brave New World: Changes, challenges and 
opportunities for families and schools.  
 
This year’s conference program includes presentations from expert 
speakers and groups on mental health support for students and parents, 
connecting school communities and engaging families. 
 
Deputy Premier and Minister for Education James Merlino will open the 
conference and answer questions submitted by schools and families. 

To submit a question email office@parentsvictoria.asn.au by Sunday 11 
October. 

Details on the conference and how to register are provided below. 

Date: Monday 19 October 2020 

Time: 10am to 1.15pm 

Cost: The conference is free but registration is essential. 

Registration: The conference w ill take place on Zoom. Participants 
will be emailed a Zoom link on 18 October. 

For more information visit the Parents Victoria website—https://
www.parentsvictoria.asn.au/ 

PARENTS VICTORIA ONLINE CONFERENCE 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.timread.org.au%2Fschoolssafetysurvey%3Futm_campaign%3Dbrunschoolsurveylaunch%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dagv&data=02%7C01%7CEmma.Fuller%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cf6e6b9a2323b415adea8
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.timread.org.au%2Fschoolssafetysurvey%3Futm_campaign%3Dbrunschoolsurveylaunch%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dagv&data=02%7C01%7CEmma.Fuller%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cf6e6b9a2323b415adea8
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.timread.org.au%2Fschoolssafetysurvey&data=02%7C01%7CEmma.Fuller%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cf6e6b9a2323b415adea808d86983dea5%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637375362491573154&sda
mailto:office@parentsvictoria.asn.au
https://www.parentsvictoria.asn.au/
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BSWPS QUILT PROJECT 

Felicity will be collecting any finished quilt squares in the Art Room from next 
week.  
 
For anyone who hasn’t started but would like to contribute, there’s still time! 
Here’s a reminder of what to do: 

The idea is that those who want to (parent, teachers and students) can decorate a fabric square for a 
BSWPS quilt. When we are all back at school we can join them altogether. (See the example). My 
suggestion is that people could either sew or draw. It really depends on what materials you have at 
home. The intention is to keep it simple and just use what you have at home. Even the background 
square of fabric can be a recycle piece of clothing.  

The theme for our quilt is ‘My Happy Moments in Isolation ’.  

This will allow students a wide choice of decoration. It could be as simple as colours, flowers, happy 
faces, pets, family etc. 

What you will need: 

 A square piece of fabric 16cmx16cm (It’s better to stick to cotton or cotton/blend and non-stretchy 
which will help make the joining and final shape consistent.) 

 Cotton for sewing  

 Sewing Needles 

 Buttons, trim, sequins to decorate 

 Fabric markers (optional though this maybe easier for the younger children) 

  
Have fun and be creative! The only must is a  
16cmx16cm square anything else goes!!!!    
 
Please feel free to email me with any questions.  
Felicity.Kingsford@education.vic.gov.au 

  
Felicity 

Outside edge (16cm x 16cm) 
16cm 

14cm 
Inner square (14cm x 14cm)* 

Decorate this  
inner square!* 

*The 1cm border is the area for sewing all the squares together 
so please don’t decorate outside 14x14cm.  
N.B.: This diagram is not to scale and is simply an 
example to show the layout. All quilt squares should be 
measured using a ruler or tape measure.  
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