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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT  

More events for Term 4 will be announced as students return to onsite learning.  

Please continue to check the newsletter and the Compass Community Calendar 
for updates about rescheduled events as they happen.  

 

2020 CALENDAR 

Fri 18 September  Final day of the Premier’s Reading Challenge 

Fri 18 September 2:30pm Final Day of Term 3 — Early finish 

Mon 5 October 9:00am First Day of Term 4 — Remote Learning 

Mon 12 October  Foundation, Grades 1 & 2 Return to Onsite Learning 

Mon-

Fri 

19-

23 
October  Book Week! ‘Curious Creatures, Wild Minds’ 

Wed 21 October TBC Book Week Character Parade 

Fri 23 October  “Thank You Day” Public Holiday — No School 

Mon 2 November  School Closure Day — No School 

Tue 3 November  Melbourne Cup Public Holiday — No School 

Tue 17 November  School Photo Day 

Our Values 
 Learning       Respect     Communication 

 Fairness     Courage 

  
  

  

TOMORROW (FRIDAY) IS THE LAST DAY OF TERM 3 — EARLY FINISH AT 2:30PM 
 TERM 4 BEGINS ON MONDAY, OCTOBER 5, VIA REMOTE LEARNING 

Happy Thursday, Everyone! 
 
We have one more day of term to go. These holidays will certainly be different for all of us, won’t they? 
Let’s hope the number of cases keeps falling so our children can return soon! I will be sending a compass 
message tomorrow to inform you of the next steps of our return to school program. Watch this space… 
 
There’s lots of great things planned for next term, so please keep an eye on the Newsletter and Compass 
Calendar. Book Week and our (online and onsite) Character Parade will start us off with a bang in week 
3, so get started on those costumes now! 
 
We have included some of our survey responses on page 3 for you for your information. I am so proud of 
our wonderful teachers, who have remained enthusiastic and committed to the wellbeing and the 
learning of your children throughout this whole period. It is impossible to please everyone, however, we 
are so proud of the fact that we have certainly appeared to hit the mark with our remote learning 
program. A big thank you for your time completing the survey, and the comments you shared with us. 
 
This week I have been meeting with small groups of students from grade 4-6 across the school. This has 
given me an insight into their needs when they return, and their hopes, their concerns, and their 
experiences of remote learning. I will publish some of their responses in the next newsletter, as I still 
have one more class to catch up with next term. Their comments have been shared with the teachers to 
support them in their planning for the next remote learning period in term 4. Thank you to all the 
children who came into my zoom room! 
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Jupiter 

Saturn 

BOOK WEEK 

“CURIOUS CREATURES, WILD MINDS” 
MONDAY 19 OCTOBER – FRIDAY 23 OCTOBER, WEEK 3 

 
This year’s BOOK WEEK theme is:  
“Curious Creatures, Wild Minds” 
 
Wednesday 21 October:  

Special Book Parade 

No matter if you are remote learning or at school, dress up as a curious 
creature or as your favourite book character and join us for a book 
parade! 
 
Look out for Whitney and Britney the Library Divas!!! 

Another big thank you for all of your support with fundraising. We have purchased our defibrillator, 
which Ben has installed in our hall (see pictures below). This, hopefully, will never have to be used, but it 
certainly gives me peace of mind, knowing that we have it here if required! 
 
The retaining wall is going to be ‘propped’ next week. Some of the fencing will be removed. We are still 
waiting to hear what the next stage of this will be… Thank you for your patience at this time. 

Lastly, we have been informed by our school photographer, SchoolPix, that there will be some 
changes to Photo Day this year. Due to restricted on site learning days and staffing restraints, there 
will be no group shots taken this year. They will still take a portrait photo of each student and then 
create a “composite” group for each class using the portrait images. This will also allow their staff 
and our school community to adhere to social distancing rules while still also giving our students a 
memento to remember their 2020 class. At this stage, Photo Day is booked in for Tuesday, 
November 17, under the proviso that all students are back on site.  

 
Happy holidays! 
Emma 
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SURVEY RESULTS: GRADES F-2 

SURVEY RESULTS: GRADES 3-6 
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GRADE 1/2 SLEEPOVER 

This year we combined our usual Grade 1 Bedtime Story Night and Grade 2 Urban Camp into one 
remote camping extravaganza – Grade 1/2 Sleepover. Students from across the grades spent the day 
building forts, erecting tents, designing slippers and getting their cuddly toys ready. At 7pm teachers 
and students gathered to share some beautiful stories, play games and participate in the annual BSWPS 
Trivia – with questions all focused on our wonderful school! The next morning we had a ‘Breakfast 
Zoom’ so we could all share stories of sleeping outdoors or in our fantastic forts! 
 
A big thank you to all the parents who facilitated the adventures, and the fantastic grade 1/2 teachers 
who made it all happen. 
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School Holidays Challenge  
 

Hi everyone!  
 
With the weather starting to heat up and the days getting longer, we thought we 
would throw a challenge out to our BSWPS families. Over the course of the 
holidays, your challenge is to ride/walk/run as a family as many times as you can, 
record your distance each time and total them up.  
 
The families with the top 3 total distances (in kilometres) will win a prize provided 
by Shar! At the end of the holidays, email your total distance to 
tom.preece@education.vic.gov.au. Enjoy! 
 
- Tom and Shar   

mailto:tom.preece@education.vic.gov.au
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
Hi everyone, 
 
I have some exciting news for the end or term. Our wonderful parents have done some awesome 
fundraising and have given us some new sports equipment for each grade in the school. They have also 
given us some P.M.P equipment. This is for a Perceptual Motor Program for F-2 classes. It is a wonderful 
program that has significant positive outcomes for students. It is a movement based program which 
helps younger students improve their eye/hand and eye/foot coordination, fitness, balance, locomotion 
and eye-tracking skills. These skills also transfer across to assist with all areas of literacy and maths. 
 
So a VERY BIG THANK YOU AND VIRTUAL HUG to all the parents for this wonderful opportunity to 
increase the sports equipment for our students. 
 

WHAT IS A PERCEPTUAL MOTOR PROGRAM By ‘MOVING SMART’?  
 
A consistent and varied "diet" of physical and sensory experience is the key to developing perceptual 
judgments. The greater the store of experiences the better developed the perceptions and motor 
reactions. And when those perceptions and reactions become automatic, the brain is free for higher 
thinking tasks. 
 
In short, refining perceptual judgments prepare the brain for learning. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES 
 
PMP gives children experiences by seeing, hearing, touching, making perceptual judgments and reacting 
through carefully sequenced activities including: running, hopping, skipping, jumping, balancing, 
crawling, climbing, throwing, catching, bowling, spinning, sliding, and more. 
PMP aims to be preventative rather than curative by diagnosing problems that undermine learning in the 
classroom. Critical learning outcomes include... 

 PERCEPTION OF SELF.  (Body Image and Laterality) Works to prevent classroom problems 
such as reversals, sidedness, etc 

 PERCEPTIONS OF SPACE (Proprioception) Works to prevent problems w ith handwriting 
and helps children move efficiently in his/her world. 

 PERCEPTIONS OF TIME. (Body Rhythm) Works to prevent problems w ith memory and 
helps children move efficiently in his/her world 

 SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT. Problems are solved, language skills developed, and 
complex,coordinated physical skills emerge, allowing children to take on more sophisticated forms of 
social interaction such as team sports and dance. 

 SELF ESTEEM. When children's brains and bodies are aligned, they become more self -
assured individuals with the ability to adapt to changing situations, assess and manage risk, stay open to 
new ideas, feel secure in their place in the world and certain of their own abilities to make contributions 
to that world.  
 
Shar Dickinson 
P.E. Specialist 
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Australian Sports Foundation are excited to announce that our Active Kids Grant applications are now OPEN! 
  
The Active Kids Grants aim to provide every child with the active childhood they deserve! By helping your club 
with additional funds to supply them with the equipment they need, we can help increase junior participation to 
your club.  
  
In light of the devastating events Australian Sport has experienced this year, the grants will be focusing on 

volunteer run grassroots and community clubs and will provide funding for kit and equipment for with 

members aged under 20, with priority given to clubs in disadvantaged and/or rural communities. 
  

Applications will be accepted from 1 September to 30 September with suggested grant values up to $10,000 to 
fund your projects that will acquire sporting equipment, sporting kits and uniforms.  
 

For more information, visit: https://asf.org.au/news/active-kids-grants-open-now/  
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HIPPY 

Home Interaction Program for Parents and Youngsters 

FREE program 
HELP YOUR CHILD DEVELOP, BUILD RELATIONSHIPS AND 

ENCOURAGE THEIR LOVE OF LEARNING BY BECOMING A HIPPY FAMILY 

HIPPY is a two-year home-based early childhood learning and parenting program delivered by trained 
Tutors. The Tutors empower and encourage families to extend their parenting skills and engage with their 
children by introducing reading, play and educational activities for 15 minutes per day. 
To do HIPPY you must be: 

 Living in the Moreland area; and 

 Caring for a child in the year before they start school (around four years old).  

Tick the boxes that apply to you:  

 Do you hold a Health Care Card? 

 Is your child Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander? 

 Are you caring for an out-of-home child? 

 Is your main source of income a government support payment?  

 Are you a single parent?  

 Is English not your first language? 

Priority will be given to families who tick one or more of these boxes and who have not completed HIPPY previously. 

 Have you done HIPPY before? 

Is there any other relevant information? ____________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Contact details:  
Name: ___________________________  Child’s name: ___________________________ 
Contact number: ___________________  Date of birth of child: _____________________  
Home address: _________________________________________________________________________ 
 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT: 
Jo Macfarlane, HIPPY Coordinator 

Jo.Macfarlane@vt.uniting.org  or  0417 155 689 

mailto:Jo.Macfarlane@vt.uniting.org

