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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT  

Due to the return to remote learning, all other previously scheduled school 
events have been postponed. 

Please continue to check the newsletter and the Compass Community Calendar 
for updates about rescheduled events as they happen.  

 

2020 CALENDAR 

Sun 6 September  Father’s Day 

Wed  9 September 5:00pm Online Foundation Information Session  

Wed 16 September 7:00pm Online Foundation Information Session  

Fri 18 September  Final day of the Premier’s Reading Challenge 

Fri 18 September  Final Day of Term 3 

Mon 5 October  First Day of Term 4 

Sat-

Fri 

17-

23 
October  Book Week! ‘Curious Creatures, Wild Minds’ 

Tue 17 November  School Photo Day 

Our Values 
 Learning       Respect     Communication 

 Fairness     Courage 

  
  

  

Dear Community, 
  
I hope you’re enjoying the warmer weather. I drove to school yesterday 
and noticed our yarn-bomb tree has grown some blossom. Thank you to 
the secret yarn-bombers for brightening our school during this time.  
I hope you are thinking of some ways to spend Father’s Day this weekend. 
For those of you unable to spend time with family, for whatever reason, 
my thoughts are with you. I hope that you enjoy our Father’s Day tributes 
in this week’s newsletter. 
  
Yesterday’s Well-being Day was designed to allow children and teachers to 
have some down-time with a break in technology. I am sorry if your 
family’s needs weren’t met by this day - it is hard to meet the needs of the 
whole community. Lucy, Judy and myself supervised the children at 
school, and the children here enjoyed being away from technology. They 
made pictures, had reading time, played some board games and played 
some games in the hall. They really appreciated the time away from 
technology. We hope that your family were able to have some ‘down-
time’, too. I went for a walk to the café at lunch time and saw quite a few 
parents and children, out on their bikes, going for walks and enjoying the 
sun. 
  
 Thank you to those of you who have completed the surveys. So far the vast majority of the school is 
‘highly satisfied’ or ‘satisfied’ with the remote learning program. Your comments and feedback about our 
programs is very useful - we appreciate you taking the time to provide this. We will be analysing your 
feedback and we will publish the results in the newsletter in the coming weeks. I would like to thank the 
staff at BSW for going above and beyond with their teaching and learning program. Ashley sent me her 
‘bloopers’ the other day from her spotlight videos; the teachers have to do so many re-takes for so many 
reasons! Thank you! 
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  On that note, it seems as if the ‘Potato Olympics’ was very well received. In fact, after 
speaking to some principals about this, a number of other schools are going to organise 
their own Potato Olympics now. 3/4 Camp week also seems to be ‘travelling’ well. I 
have received photos and videos of some of our students packing their gear on day one 
as if ready to go on school camp. Thank you for engaging in this program. It has 
certainly broken up the Remote Learning routine. I can’t wait to join in with the disco 
party tonight. Watch this space to find out about the Grade 1/2 virtual sleepover! 
  
We have some virtual prep information sessions organised for families of new preps 
enrolling for 2021. We are offering two dates. Our first one is Wednesday 9th September 
at 5pm, and we are repeating this session on Wednesday 16th at 7pm.  If you know of 
anyone who hasn’t yet enrolled, please let them know about our sessions and 
encourage them to give us a call. 
  
I have some more news on staffing. Unfortunately, Jake, our Education Support, has 
decided to move on from BSWPS. I would like to take this opportunity to thank Jake for 
all his work with the children, and for his help with the netbook program. We will miss 
him. Sadly, Amanda will not be returning as Business Manager next term. She has 
found a Business Manager’s position closer to her home. We would like to wish Amanda 
all the best in her future. As you would be aware, Nerissa, our current Business 
Manager, has moved on this week. This leaves us without a Business Manager…. So 
please be patient and bear with me!!! We have advertised for a new Business Manager, 
and hopefully we find one as good as Nerissa and Amanda for next term! We are also 
advertising for an ES to replace Jake. 
  
Please enjoy the sunshine, and keep  
your fingers crossed for some good news  
on Sunday. Believe me, we could all do  
with some positive light at the end of this  
long, dark tunnel. 
  
Emma 

Did anyone else manage to see 
Jupiter and Saturn align with 
the moon over the weekend?  
 
Emma texted me to check it 
out and I managed to capture 
this (very blurry) picture with 
my iPhone.  
- Tess 

As I mentioned in last week’s newsletter, 
last Friday was Wear It Purple Day which 

raises awareness and support for rainbow 
young people and those in the LGBTIQA+ 
community. Here are Kim and her family 

Wearing It Purple in style. 

Jupiter 

Saturn 

Some photos of my wonderful father; on 
his wedding day, when I was a baby, and 
now. Happy Father’s Day, Dad! 
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GARDENING WITH BEN 

Send me an email with any questions or stories about gardening, or things you see in the garden.   
Benjamin.Wilhelms@education.vic.gov.au 
 

Happy gardening everyone.   

Here’s some news from my own garden at home…  
 
We are now looking after an orphaned lamb! His name is Willis. He loves eating the grass on the back 
lawn, which has now been fenced off and turned into a paddock. We also feed him a bottle of milk about 
five times a day. He loves sleeping on the lounge room floor too, with our dog Tilly, in front of the fire.  
He has to have a nappy on though, so he doesn’t poo and wee all over the house. Because he is a boy, 
he is very inclined to head butt things, which is very cute and entertaining, until he breaks something.  
He hasn’t broken anything yet.  

News from the school garden… 
 
I’ve been busy building some new timber garden beds for growing more veggies.  They are made out of 
Cypress Pine which is a fantastic material for veggie gardens as it is not chemically treated and is 
therefore safe to use around your food.  It’s naturally resistant to rot and insect attack, so it provides a 
great long lasting garden structure. 

The finished product, ready for soil and new plants. Under construction… 

mailto:Wilhelms.Benjamin.S@edumail.vic.gov.au
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We at BSWPS would like to wish all the fathers, grandfathers, step-fathers, 
uncles, foster fathers, big brothers, friends, and special people in our lives 
a very happy Father’s Day. And for all of those missing someone, we are 

thinking of you.  
 

Here are some of the staff with our dads.  

HAPPY FATHER’S DAY 

Jo 

Jacinta 

Dom 

Tess 

Bryony 

Carly 

Ashley 

Sarah  
(and Stevie Nicks) 

Anya 

Kim 

Emma Brenton 
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Here is your reminder that the 
Premier’s Reading Challenge 

is still going!  
 
The deadline has now been extended until 
Friday, September 18 (last day of term 3)..  

 

The Challenge is open to all Victorian children 
from birth to Year 10 in recognition of the 
importance of reading for literacy development. 
It is not a competition; but a personal challenge 
for children to read a set number of books. 
 
Children from Prep to Year 2 are encouraged to 
read or ‘experience’ 30 books with their parents 
and teachers. Children from Year 3 to Year 10 
are challenged to read 15 books. 
 
All children who meet the Challenge will receive 
a certificate of achievement signed by the 
Victorian Premier and former Premiers. 
 
Last term, teachers sent out log on details, so 
all students and families can log the books they 
read.  
 
If you’re having difficulties, please contact your 
classroom teacher or the BSWPS Challenge 
coordinator: Sarah Boyle at 
sarah.boyle2@education.vic.gov.au  

Australian Sports Foundation are excited to announce that our Active Kids Grant applications are now OPEN! 
  
The Active Kids Grants aim to provide every child with the active childhood they deserve! By helping your club 
with additional funds to supply them with the equipment they need, we can help increase junior participation to 
your club.  
  
In light of the devastating events Australian Sport has experienced this year, the grants will be focusing on 

volunteer run grassroots and community clubs and will provide funding for kit and equipment for with 

members aged under 20, with priority given to clubs in disadvantaged and/or rural communities. 
  

Applications will be accepted from 1 September to 30 September with suggested grant values up to $10,000 to 
fund your projects that will acquire sporting equipment, sporting kits and uniforms.  
 

For more information, visit: https://asf.org.au/news/active-kids-grants-open-now/  

mailto:sarah.boyle2@education.vic.gov.au

