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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT  

Due to the return to remote learning, all other previously scheduled school 
events have been postponed. 

Please continue to check the newsletter and the Compass Community Calendar 
for updates about rescheduled events as they happen.  

 

2020 CALENDAR 

Mon 

to Fri 

10-

14 
August  

Celebrating our Foundation Students’  

100 Days of Learning!  

Sun 6 September  Father’s Day 

Fri 18 September  Final Day of Term 3 

Mon 5 October  First Day of Term 4 

Sat-

Fri 

17-

23 
October  Book Week! ‘Curious Creatures, Wild Minds’ 

Tue 17 November  School Photo Day 

Our Values 
 Learning       Respect     Communication 

 Fairness     Courage 

  
  

  

Dear Community, 
  
I hope you are all safe and well. It has been wonderful to connect with some of you this week, and have 
chats about family, how you are passing the time, the ups and downs. Thank you for reaching out to me. 
School is just not the same without children and families around. 
 
Congratulations to our foundation students on reaching 100 days of learning this week! Woohoo—you did 
it! The students will be doing a range of activities this week centred around the number 100 and Ashley put 
together a great video of our staff congratulating them. You can see screenshots from this video and some 
photos from the students on pages 4 & 5.  
  
Lots of things have been happening on site, and I want to give you an update on a few things around the 
school:  
Red Brick Building 
Our main building is now open. We moved in a few weeks ago, over a very long weekend. Thank you to 
those parents who helped us. The building looks clean and fresh and very inviting. There are some paint 
issues, and painters have been back to fix up some areas. This might happen for a while as we go through 
a defects list, but we are very happy to have moved in.  
  
Grey Brick Buildings 
The grey brick is being worked on as I type. They are going to be replacing ceilings, lighting, carpets, 
removing the bi-fold doors and replacing this with a partial wall, and a sliding glass door. We are getting 
some lovely pin-boards, a glass wall between the office spaces and classrooms, and removing the majority 
of the bench, and installing a new sink. It’s going to look fabulous. As you may have seen, this area, and 
the access from Jordan Street is completely out of bounds, so we won’t get any opportunity to see what’s 
happening until the grand reveal! 
  
Library and Library Classrooms 
Once the grey brick is completed, the library classrooms will move into the new grey brick classrooms for 
the remainder of the year. We have planned the works so that all classes are only required to move once 
this year to limit disruption. The library building will receive a fresh coat of paint, new carpet, new benches 
and sinks. The library will also have acoustic panels installed to help with sound. It’s going to be a fabulous 
space. 
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Canteen Building 
The canteen building wasn’t on the original scope, but we have decided to replace the metal blinds with 
glass sliding windows, which will make this a more useable space in the future. We have asked them to 
replace the panels above the windows, too, as this is a bit of an eye-sore at the moment. 
  
Retaining Wall 
Our Grants and Fundraising team are in the process of finalising a grant for an opportunity to resurface 
our basketball court and asphalt area outside the 56 portables. In order to get a thorough understanding 
of the work, the retaining wall needs to be demolished and rebuilt (fully covered by the Department of 
Education as part of emergency maintenance works). This is why there is temporary fencing around the 
wall, ready to start works. I am meeting with a team on Tuesday morning to discuss the works, and will 
keep you informed. Eventually the Junior Playground will also be replaced by a new play area, and we 
are also hoping to join the upper level to the oval in some form or other…. It’s all happening at BSW! 
Obviously we will keep you informed as everything comes together! Let’s hope we are successful with 
the grant. Thank you to Rosie and Clea for all the work you have put in to this! Fingers crossed! 
  

 
 
Foundation 2021 Information Night 
We will be holding a virtual Foundation 2021 Information Night for the families of next year’s preps and 
those who are interested in attending the school. This event will be a live event hosted online and will be 
held towards the end of term 3 (exact date TBD). More information will follow and all updates will be 
announced via Compass and the newsletter.  
 
If you have a child who will be starting foundation next year and have yet to enrol them, or you know of 
any families who are planning to enrol at BSWPS in 2021, please contact the office on 9387 6886 or at 
Brunswick.sw.ps@education.vic.gov.au to obtain an enrolment form. 
  
Virtual School Tour 
Tess from the office is busy creating a virtual tour of BSWPS using clips and photos of our school to show 
all our potential new families how wonderful BSWPS is, even though they can’t yet see it in person. While 
we only have very small numbers of children on site and the building works are happening, we thought 
compiling videos and photos of student work from remote learning, the school grounds, and past school 
events would give our future families an opportunity to see our school at its best. Watch this space… 
 
Swimming Program 
Our Swimming in Schools program for 2020 has been postponed. It was originally planned for the final 
two weeks of this term, but will obviously not be able to proceed while students are participating in 
remote learning. The Department of Education has announced a state-wide postponement of all 
swimming programs until further notice, so we will be following their directions going forward. I will 
update families via Compass and the newsletter when we know more.  
  
I do hope you are all ok, emotionally and physically. 
Let’s hope that Term 4 sees us all back in the one space again! 
  
Emma 



Brunswick South West Primary School 

Newsletter 

Page 3 

OH&S AND CHILD SAFE 
Dear Community, 
 
OH&S 

Just a reminder that the school grounds and playground should not be used by the community during 
Stage 4 in accordance with DET Covid-19 Updated Operations Guide. Cleaners ensure equipment is 
cleaned during the day for student use. Members of the community attempting to use the playground 
will be politely asked to leave. 
 
Child Safe 

During this period of remote learning staff continue to support student wellbeing and safety in 
accordance with Child Safe Standards in some of the following ways: 
 

 School staff respond to inappropriate student behaviour online (for example, inappropriate 
language or behaviour in a video link) in the same way they would if the behaviour occurred on 
school grounds 

 School uses Department-approved technology to teach remote online learning 

 School staff act within the Department's Code of Conduct Policy 

 School staff develop and update Student Safety Plans and Individual Learning Plan where 
appropriate 

 School staff provide students with advice/details of school staff they can contact if they have any 
concerns or issues, including about inappropriate online behaviour (by both other students and 
school staff) 

Please don’t hesitate to contact the school if you have any questions regarding Child Safety at BSWPS. 

Thanks, 

Judy 

Our little ladies are 
thriving! 
 
Thanks to Judy for 
these great photos.  

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/teachingresources/Pages/coronavirus-home-learning.aspx#link45
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/code-conduct/overview
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HAPPY 100 DAYS OF LEARNING!! 

This week the preps celebrated 100 days of learning. 
The preps have been busy exploring everything 
about the number 100. From baking 100 cupcakes to 
predicting what life would be like in 100 years. 
Although this has not been a typical prep year the 
teachers at BSWPS are all extremely proud of the 
learning you have been doing. 
 
Congratulations preppies on 100 days of learning, 
you are all little superstars!! 
 
- Dom, Ashley, and Rosa. 

My favourite activity to celebrate 100 days  
of learning was making a cake. - Louis 
 
What have my parents told me 100 times? 
My mum has told me 100 times to read a book and learn. - 
Almira 
My mum has told me 100 times to turn the tv off. - Emilia 
My mum has told me 100 times to clean up the house - Zoriaz 
I've been told 100 times to go to sleep. - Azlan 
 
What do we want 100 of? 
I want 100 dresses because I like to dress up - Deyda 
100 brothers because they are fun to play with. - Eniko 
I would like 100 mouths because I could eat a lot. - Peter 
I would like 100 lollies because I get HANGRY - Ellie  
I would like 100 monster trucks - Timo 
I want 100 hats, I would use some for winter and some for 
summer. - Thiago 
100 spaceships so I can help more people. - Sam P 
100 peas on our pea plant so we can cook stuff. - Zia 
 
What I've loved about school in the first 100 days? 
Something I love about school is break time - Lillianna 
Something I love about school is playing Pokemon with my 
friends. - Otto 
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Our staff came up with VERY creative ways of saying congratulations! Here’s just a selection. 
The full video (and many other teachers cheering) can be viewed on SeeSaw.  
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School 

Last Monday we picked Pip up from quarantine where she had been for 
10 days after travelling from America. We were supposed to drop her off 
at the airport that night but the freight terminal was closed. So we had 
to look after her for a whole week!  
 
Pip was calm and kind. I loved taking her for walks and when she slept in 
my bed. She was really cute and she would sit on your lap while you 
were doing school. I miss her now she has gone to my cousin’s house in 
Sydney. My cousins are really happy to have her back. They hadn’t seen 
for 5 months.  

- Dylan, Grade 6 

 

I was looking after a dog called Pip and she is on the news: 
https://www.smh.com.au/national/can-t-believe-i-have-got-
her-back-dachshund-pip-reunited-with-family-in-sydney-
20200811-p55klf.html Mrs Eilbeck is my Aunty Zoe and 
her brother in West Brunswick is my Dad! 
 
I also wrote a rhyme about Pip: 
 
Her name is Pip, she used to live on a ship.  
She is famous for her lick but doesn't kick.  
She is super cute especially in a suit.  
When she gets home she's free to roam.  
She is going home to her family. 
For five months, it's been a different reality. 
 She's a sausage dog who's never met a frog. 
 
My brothers and I had a sleepover in the lounge room but 
found it hard to sleep cause we missed Pip and could not sleep 
without her. We got to see a live WhatsApp of Pip reuniting 
with her family. After proving to my parents that my siblings 
and I were capable of looking after a dog, my Dad made us 
write a persuasive essay on why we should get a dog. I have 
not written mine yet. Pip is on Nine News tonight!  
 
- Sally, Grade 3 

The Catchlove family ended up with an unexpected (and now famous) international visitor this week. If you read the 
paper or watch the Channel Nine News, you may have already heard about Pip, the jet-setting Dachshund. She’s 

finally back home with her family in Sydney, but not before a detour through Brunswick West.  
 

Thanks to Sally and Dylan for sharing with us a bit about her stay with their family. You can see a map of Pip’s 
globetrotting below, as featured in the Sydney Morning Herald, and read more of her story here:  

 
https://www.smh.com.au/national/dachshund-s-incredible-journey-home-thwarted-on-last-leg-20200803-

p55i5e.html   
 

https://www.smh.com.au/national/can-t-believe-i-have-got-her-back-dachshund-pip-reunited-with-family-in-sydney-
20200811-p55klf.html   

https://www.smh.com.au/national/can-t-believe-i-have-got-her-back-dachshund-pip-reunited-with-family-in-sydney-20200811-p55klf.html
https://www.smh.com.au/national/can-t-believe-i-have-got-her-back-dachshund-pip-reunited-with-family-in-sydney-20200811-p55klf.html
https://www.smh.com.au/national/can-t-believe-i-have-got-her-back-dachshund-pip-reunited-with-family-in-sydney-20200811-p55klf.html
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.smh.com.au%2Fnational%2Fdachshund-s-incredible-journey-home-thwarted-on-last-leg-20200803-p55i5e.html&data=02%7C01%7Ctess.chapman%40education.vic.gov.au%7Ce482cf1958f345d08def08d83e82d8b9%7
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.smh.com.au%2Fnational%2Fdachshund-s-incredible-journey-home-thwarted-on-last-leg-20200803-p55i5e.html&data=02%7C01%7Ctess.chapman%40education.vic.gov.au%7Ce482cf1958f345d08def08d83e82d8b9%7
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.smh.com.au%2Fnational%2Fcan-t-believe-i-have-got-her-back-dachshund-pip-reunited-with-family-in-sydney-20200811-p55klf.html&data=02%7C01%7Ctess.chapman%40education.vic.gov.au%7Ce482cf1958f3
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.smh.com.au%2Fnational%2Fcan-t-believe-i-have-got-her-back-dachshund-pip-reunited-with-family-in-sydney-20200811-p55klf.html&data=02%7C01%7Ctess.chapman%40education.vic.gov.au%7Ce482cf1958f3
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GARDENING WITH BEN 

Send me an email with any questions or stories about gardening, or things you see in the garden.   
Benjamin.Wilhelms@education.vic.gov.au 
 

Happy gardening everyone.   

Our Mandarin Tree 

Our Mandarin tree has suffered this year from a lack of deep watering.  As a result it went into survival 
mode and decided to shed all its leaves.  I took this as an opportunity to give the tree a major pruning 
which is something you can do to your citrus trees every 10 to 15 years.  It might seem rather drastic, 
but citrus trees respond quite well to this style of pruning and will actually prolong the life of the tree and 
increase its productivity.  
 
Have a look at this Gardening Australia video about pruning citrus trees.  It explains this process really 
well. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GEQ019GgzJA 

After the major prune the tree has been reduced back to its skeleton.  With some consistent watering 
over the next couple of months we can look forward to new growth this spring. 

Before  &  After  

mailto:Wilhelms.Benjamin.S@edumail.vic.gov.au
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GEQ019GgzJA


Brunswick South West Primary School 

Newsletter 

Page 9 


