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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT  

Due to the return to remote learning, all other previously scheduled school 
events have been postponed. 

Please continue to check the newsletter and the Compass Community Calendar 
for updates about rescheduled events as they happen.  

 

2020 CALENDAR 

Mon 

to Fri 

10-

14 
August  

Celebrating our Foundation Students’  

100 Days of Learning!  

Fri 18 September  Final Day of Term 3 

Mon 5 October  First Day of Term 4 

Tue 17 November  School Photo Day 

Our Values 
 Learning       Respect     Communication 

 Fairness     Courage 

  
  

  

Dear Families, 
 
I hope you are all safe and well as we enter Stage 4 restrictions today. I just read the BSWPS 
magazine and it certainly put a smile on my face. Looking at what you and the children have been 
doing during lock-down has inspired me. As you may, or may not know, I have a 14 year old daughter. 
Yesterday, I was working from home, and attended a virtual Principal’s network meeting. My daughter 
was having a drum lesson, and my husband had decided to completely gut our spare room upstairs – 
full-on hammering and drumming through my meeting! My daughter has been feeling a little down. To 
cheer her up the other night we made a list of 30 special things to do – one a night – to get us through 
the majority of lockdown. These vary from playing Monopoly, to watching old home movies. Nothing 
extreme, just simple activities we can do together to pass the time, and to make memories. I’m 
personally looking forward to ‘facial’ night! What would you put on your list? 
 
The teachers have been working hard to create their Spotlight Videos and organise zoom meets for the 
children. If you are unsure what to do and when, please email your child’s teacher through Compass so 
that they are able to support you. Story-time continues to be a favourite, and Lucy has just asked 
other staff if they want to participate on the roster – so watch this space. 
 
The building works are able to continue – although on a smaller scale. Ben Wilhelms (Ben the 
Gardener) has been working hard on level 3 to organise the books. His peg hooks are also coming on 
well. Ben is still able to come into school, so the chickens will be well looked after. 
 
Last night I attended some of the Talking the Talk with Vanessa Hamilton. What a wonderful, insightful 
evening. I believe we are looking at other ways to offer this program to the children who haven’t had 
their program yet. We will be in touch. Thank you to our families who attended. I hope you were able 
to take some practical tips away with you. 
 
Lastly, a note to say that our school photo day has been rescheduled and will now take place on 
Tuesday, November 17 (week 7 of term 4). We will continue to update the newsletter and Compass 
Community Calendar each week, so please keep an eye on both.  
 
Please look after yourselves.  
Thinking of you all, 
 
Emma 
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PRINCIPAL APPRECIATION DAY 

My principal, Emma, has been so helpful during lockdown.  
  

We were all worrying and unsure but Emma kept calm and made plans for the whole school’s home learning. 
When we came back to school in term 2, Emma greeted us all with a smile and made sure everyone was staying 
safe and washing their hands. During the winter holidays she kept at work so that all of us could have a great 
home learning experience, for the second time. She also persevered to get the red brick classrooms finished 

and ready to learn in, along with our wonderful builders who came in every day to help make our school better. 
How has she been able to do all of these things at once? I guess it’s just principal magic! We will never know... 

  
 

Emma 
  

Our new principal Emma is the best! 
Her list of feats makes me so impressed! 

I’m so glad that I go to this school, 
because our principal is so so cool! 

  
During home learning we were all sad, 
But awesome Emma made it so rad! 

I can’t wait to go back to my classroom, 
So I can see Emma but not just on Zoom! 

  
Three cheers for Emma, Judy, Lucy,  

and all the teachers at BSWPS! 
  

By Emily, Grade 6 

Tomorrow (Friday, August 7) is Principal Appreciation Day and it really couldn’t come at a better time. 
We are so incredibly lucky at BSWPS to have not one, not two, but THREE extraordinary women leading 
our school and looking out for the wellbeing of both students and staff.  
 
On behalf of the BSWPS students, staff, and community: 
 
Thank you to Emma, now officially our Principal, who joined us only months ago (though it is hard to 
believe!) and has been an amazing leader and pillar of strength in truly tough circumstances. Thank you 
to Judy, who has been our trusty Assistant Prin. for a decade (or close enough to), and has supported 
many students and families throughout their entire time at BSWPS. And thank you to Lucy (once herself 
a BSWPS student), who stepped up as Assistant Prin. last year while Judy was on (some well deserved) 
leave and has always given her absolute all to ensure that the school has thrived during the recent times 
of change.  
 
No one could have predicted what 2020 would turn out to be, and we are all so thankful and grateful to 
the three of you for all that you do for this school. Thank you for leading us. Thank you for guiding us. 
Thank you for supporting us. Thank you for teaching us. Thank you for making sure that we, and 
everyone who visits our school, are kept safe. Thank you for greeting us at the gate every morning 
during term 2 when we were returning to school after lockdown. Thank you for reading us stories, taking 
us on Bear Hunts, cheering us on, and making us laugh. Thank you for sheltering us from the difficult 
parts of running a school. Thank you for always having an open door and an ear ready to listen. Thank 
you for all your hard work each and every day.  
 
If you too would like to show your appreciation with a message for our Principals, send through an email 
to Brunswick.sw.ps@education.vic.gov.au , and we’ll make sure to pass it along.  
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School 

Welcome, Martha! 
 

“This is Martha Madelaine, our new baby sister. She is 8 
weeks old.  

 She loves snuggly cuddles and is a little chatterbox. She 
has a very cute voice when she tries to talk. 

 We like helping out with her - even changing her 
nappies! 

 We think she is the cutest baby in the universe and we 
love her very much.” 

 
- Storm & Aurora 

We want someone to draw us a 
better heading!  

The more bright and colourful, the better! Just 
make sure it it has “Some Good School News” or 
the letters “SGSN” big and clear so everyone will 

know why they’re here.  
Send all pictures through to 

Brunswick.sw.ps@education.vic.gov.au, and if 
we get more than one we’ll change it each 

week! 

 
Dawson St. Fence of Hope 

 
“We wanted to notify our lovely school 
community we have started a wish or 

fence of hope at our house, yay. 
 

We have asked people in our community 
to make Pom poms with wishes or hopes 

on them and attach them to our front 
fence on Dawson St.  

 
It’s been loads of fun so far and we get 
excited when we see a new Pom Pom.  

Below we have attached some photos of 
our fence (the beautiful rainbow and 

working of hope was given to us by the 
beautiful Veneta (Henry’s mum, in honour 

of Macy). 
 

Please feel free to send the love out and 
give some excitement to the kids and 

community, it’s also a arts and craft and 
writing exercise :) Yay!” 

 
- The Fros-Salvatore Family 

During the first lockdown, some of you may have seen the YouTube program Some Good News, hosted by 
John Krasinski. It was a fun, simple way to remind everyone of all the good and positive things that were 

happening around the world during tough times. So, to help us all get through Stage 4, BSWPS will be 
publishing Some Good School News in our newsletter!  

This is an opportunity for our students, staff, and families to connect with one another and share the little 
bits of goodness that are happening in their lives.  

 
If you have something to share, we want to know! Email it through to Brunswick.sw.ps@education.vic.gov.au, or 

ask your teacher to pass it on. 

Welcome, 
Scout! 

 
Here is a picture of 
Milo with his new 

little sister, Scout!  
 

Scout is only 3 days 
old! 

 BABY 
NEWS!  
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“Getting this gorgeous fruit and 
veggie box was my feel good 
moment of the week. Not only did it 
make me smile seeing another 
human, but I think that all the 
delicious fruit and veg will make my 
insides happy too. Also, I got some 
gnocchi because pasta is important.” 
- Ashley 

“I miss my regular visits to the BSW 
garden to see the chooks and see 
what’s growing. So at the start of the 
first lockdown, Ben the gardener gave 
me some seeds harvested from the 
BSW garden so I could try growing 
them at home.  
Here they are! No longer seeds, but 
healthy radishes and lettuces almost 
ready for picking and adding to salads.  
Hope to see you and the chooks soon.”  
- Jacinta 

“What I have been doing? READING!! Here are some picture story books 
that I read to my niece on FaceTime. And some novels I have read, 
including a recipe book.” 
- Hayden 

Some (more) Good News... 

What have the BSWPS staff been up to?  

“Here is some good 
news. Tilda’s project 
during lockdown has 
been wood work.  
 
She made this 
awesome garden bed!” 
- Anya 

“I moved out to Hurstbridge 
in June. I’m sad to live so 
far away from Brunswick 
West now, but it has been 
nice to be amongst the  
trees during lockdown.  
 
I have been busy over the 
last few weeks creating an 
edible garden. Here you can 
see my herbs pots, my little 
lemon tree and some bay 
trees (which the possums 
love to eat).  
 

“I’m now up to lockdown 
embroidery cushion number 
two! I really like this artist’s 
book where the design  
comes from.” 
- Ainsley 

We have been practising our pizza making skills in our 
backyard pizza oven, so having fresh herbs so close has been 
very handy.” 
- Tess 
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ART CORNER 

When lockdown life gave the students lemons, they did as many great artists have 
before them and made art rather than lemonade.  

Inspired by the still lifes of Henri Matisse, here for your viewing pleasure are the fruits 
(and flowers, plants, and other interesting objects) of their labour.  
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Mel sent her class a challenge in her check in video on Monday. She asked the 
students to create a Mandala out of objects inside or outside their home. 
 
Here are the beautiful mandalas that they created: 
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BSWPS QUILTING PROJECT 

BSWPS Quilt – ‘Together Even When Apart’ 

Hello Everyone, 
 
Victoria Rogers (Mia and Zaac’s mum) had a great suggestion for a project we could do at home while 
we are in lockdown… 
 
The idea is that those who want to (parent, teachers and students) can decorate a fabric square for a 
BSWPS quilt. When we are all back at school we can join them altogether. (See the example). My 
suggestion is that people could either sew or draw. It really depends on what materials you have at 
home. The intention is to keep it simple and just use what you have at home. Even the background 
square of fabric can be a recycle piece of clothing.  

The theme for our quilt is ‘My Happy Moments in Isolation ’.  

This will allow students a wide choice of decoration. It could be as simple as colours, flowers, happy 
faces, pets, family etc. 

What you will need: 

 A square piece of fabric 16cmx16cm (It’s better to stick to cotton or cotton/blend and non-stretchy 
which will help make the joining and final shape consistent.) 

 Cotton for sewing  

 Sewing Needles 

 Buttons, trim, sequins to decorate 

 Fabric markers (optional though this maybe easier for the younger children) 

  
Have fun and be creative! The only must is a  
16cmx16cm square anything else goes!!!!    
 
Please feel free to email me with any questions.  
Felicity.Kingsford@education.vic.gov.au 

  
Felicity 

Outside edge (16cm x 16cm) 
16cm 

14cm 
Inner square (14cm x 14cm)* 

Decorate this  
inner square!* 

*The 1cm border is the area for sewing all the squares together 
so please don’t decorate outside 14x14cm.  
N.B.: This diagram is not to scale and is simply an 
example to show the layout. All quilt squares should be 
measured using a ruler or tape measure.  

Quilt Square Diagram 
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