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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT  

Due to the return to remote learning, all other previously scheduled school 
events have been postponed. 

Please continue to check the newsletter and the Compass Community Calendar 
for updates about rescheduled events as they happen.  

 

2020 CALENDAR 

Wed 5 August 
8:00-

9:30pm 

“Talking The Talk” Parent Seminar (via Zoom) 

Online booking essential:  www.trybooking.com/643466 

Week 

of 

27-

1 

August 

September 
TBC 

Australian Maths Competition  

Exact date and time TBC 

Tue 1 September  
School Photo Day* 

*Back up date arranged for November 17  

Fri 18 September  Final Day of Term 3—Early Finish 

Our Values 
 Learning       Respect     Communication 

 Fairness     Courage 

  
  

  

TERM 3 CURRICULUM DAY (PREVIOUSLY MONDAY, AUGUST  17) HAS BEEN POSTPONED AND 
WILL BE RESCHEDULED IN TERM 4. NEW DATE TO BE ANNOUNCED SOON. 

Dear Parents, 
 
Firstly, I would like to say a big thank you to the parents and staff who helped us move into the newly 
refurbished red brick building on the weekend. It was a long weekend, and very tiring! But what an 
amazing outcome! The new (old) building is bright, welcoming, and has a great feel to it. In this 
newsletter, you will see a number of photos from the architect’s photographer, and some ‘in-progress’ 
photos of the new peg hooks and our teacher resource room. A big thank you to Ben the Gardener for 
organising this! 
 
The teachers are in today and tomorrow to set up their classrooms. Waratah Special School, and Camp 
Australia Out of School Hours Care are now using a double classroom on level 1, accessed via the back 
stairs (entrance closest to the gym). They were very excited to be the first to move in and are enjoying 
the view from the level 1 windows. The grey brick area is now completely fenced off, and we are not 
allowed to access this area, or to use the entry on Jordan Street. Please see the diagram on page 2 for 
more information. 
 
We are looking for some handy and/or crafty parents to help us out with a couple of jobs around the 
school; 

 Our school no longer has a mail slot and we are looking for someone to build us a mailbox! This 
mailbox will be placed near the front of the school (South Daly St entrance) and needs to be 
hardy, and strong, with a door that can be padlocked and big enough to hold a couple of weeks 
worth of mail during the school holidays.  

 Some old decommissioned radiators still remain in some of the red brick classrooms (see picture 
over the page). They are no longer functional, and quite ugly. We would like someone/s to  
stitch/knit/crochet us some colourful covers to help hide them and brighten up the classroom.  

 
If you are interested in helping with either of these projects, please email 
Brunswick.sw.ps@education.vic.gov.au for more information.  
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Our wonderful teachers are busy working on their remote learning program. I have heard such lovely 
feedback about the tweaks we have made to the program. Also, lots of our Junior families are thoroughly 
enjoying story time. If you haven’t been into story time yet, I would highly recommend it! I love popping 
in to the class zooms to see what’s going on, and I hear the small reading group sessions are very 
successful. Please let us know if you are struggling to access any of our remote activities. 
 
Our chooks had their five minutes of fame last week, appearing alongside one of our parents, Anita, on 
GoodFood.com.au. Anita spoke to journalist, Dani Valent, about how she is coping as a small business 
owner and the importance of community during lockdown. I highly suggest you all follow the link below 
and have a read: https://www.goodfood.com.au/eat-out/news/how-feeding-chickens-helps-a-fitzroy-bar
-owner-20200501-h1nrb7  
 
This article got me thinking about how we can support our Brunswick West community and neighbours 
during this time. Many of our families at school run small businesses that may be closed or running at a 
reduced capacity at the moment. We are already very lucky to be part of a community that supports 
each other, but I would like to encourage anyone who has the capacity right now to do what you can to 
support these local business. On page 11, there is a list of suggestions on how your household can 
support businesses and help them survive the lockdown. Small actions like buying from local eateries, 
taking online fitness classes, and using social media to promote great services will have positive long 
term effects. Thank you all for looking after each other.  
 
I hope that you are all well. Please stay safe! 
 
Thinking of you all, 
Emma 
 

This creepy critter (or what’s left of him) was found in one of the classrooms. We think it 
might have fallen from the ceiling during the night. Poor possum (we think?). 

I’m ugly! Please help cover me! 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.goodfood.com.au%2Feat-out%2Fnews%2Fhow-feeding-chickens-helps-a-fitzroy-bar-owner-20200501-h1nrb7&data=02%7C01%7CKim.Wise%40education.vic.gov.au%7Ca6bb74a208fc4cadc61708d8265c9dd4%7Cd96cb33
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.goodfood.com.au%2Feat-out%2Fnews%2Fhow-feeding-chickens-helps-a-fitzroy-bar-owner-20200501-h1nrb7&data=02%7C01%7CKim.Wise%40education.vic.gov.au%7Ca6bb74a208fc4cadc61708d8265c9dd4%7Cd96cb33
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SCHOOL COUNCIL UPDATE 

Wednesday, July 30, 2020 
Message from the School Council President: 
 
I hope everyone is coping with this second lockdown period. For some reason the second time around feels much 
more challenging than the first. Thanks to our amazing staff members for continuing to be so positive in their 
support of our children at this time. 
 
School Council met on Monday 27 July 2020. We have continued to meet regularly throughout the various stages of 
lock down via Zoom. There is often some confusion around the role of school council and what it is that we actually 
‘do’. I thought I would take you through some of what we cover at a typical school council meeting.  
 
Our school council has 8 parent members, 1 community member and 5 staff members (including the Principal who is 
also the Executive Officer of the council). All members of school council are required to be part of a sub-committee. 
We are also lucky to have other members of our community who make an enormous contribution to our sub-
committees. As much of school council’s work happens outside of our formal meetings, we usually spend a lot of time 
dealing with reports and approving any relevant motions arising out of those reports.  
 
The Principal is a member of School Council as well as its executive officer and the Principal’s report is vital for 
Council to understand what is happening at the school. Emma provides a very thorough report for each meeting. In 
the simplest of times principals have a great deal of responsibility; but a pandemic and major building works 
certainly adds to the challenge of the role. One of Council’s primary responsibilities is to provide support to the 
Principal and key part of my role is to work closely with Emma to support her leadership of the school. I also provide 
a report at the meeting on any activities I have undertaken. 
 
School Council provides oversight of the school’s finances and the finance sub-committee meets monthly to review 
the school’s financial statements, develop and monitor the school’s budget and consider proposals for the 
expenditure of locally raised school funds. Phil, our treasurer, reports to school council and makes recommendations 
for the Council to consider. Given the incredible efforts of the fete committee and others who contribute to the 
schools fundraising efforts, school council takes decisions about the expenditure of fundraising money very seriously. 
 
Our education sub-committee brings to council any policies that school council needs to ratify. Policy making in 
schools is rather complex. Some policy making sits entirely within the responsibility of the principal, some is shared 
between the principal and school council and some sits with school council. The sub-committee, led by Lynette, 
works closely with Emma and Judy to provide input to policy development and to bring any relevant policies to school 
council for approval. 
 
Our engagement sub-committee considers how school council engages with our school community. A project they 
have been looking at recently is making a video for families considering the school.  The return to remote learning 
has slowed that project down a bit. Anita convenes this sub-committee and reports to school council about its 
activities. 
 
The building and grounds sub-committee has been very busy of late due to the building works at the school and 
various planned projects around the school grounds. Ross, as the convenor of that sub-committee has continued to 
be closely involved in the building works and together with Emma keeps us updated about developments. We were 
very excited at our meeting on Monday to see the wonderful photos which you can see in this newsletter. 
 
Finally, we have our newest sub-committee, the Grants and Fundraising Committee who do so much work sniffing 
out grant opportunities and preparing incredible applications. Sonia leads an incredible team with a phenomenal 
success rate. School Council approves applications and oversees the acquittal of the funds.  
 
On top of receiving all of these reports and making any decisions that arise from them, we also consider OH&S 
issues, school facilities hiring arrangements, out of school hours care and lots more. 
At certain meetings in the year we have particular items to consider – for example approving the annual budget or 
the Annual Implementation Plan. At our next meeting we will be conducting our annual school council self-evaluation. 
It is important for us to reflect on our performance as a school council and our effectiveness in meeting our 
obligations. I am always open to feedback from our school community about how we do our work. 
 
One thing I love about being School Council President is speaking to families in our school community and I am very 
much missing that at present. If you want to get in touch with me please don’t hesitate to send me an email – 
Ann.Jorgensen@education.vic.gov.au. If you would prefer to talk on the phone send me an email and we can arrange 
a time. 
 
My thoughts are with all of you as you continue to juggle life and remote learning.  
 
Take care, 
 
Ann 

mailto:Ann.Jorgensen@education.vic.gov.au
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BSWPS QUILTING PROJECT 

BSWPS Quilt – ‘Together Even When Apart’ 

Hello Everyone, 
 
Victoria Rogers (Mia and Zaac’s mum) had a great suggestion for a project we could do at home while 
we are in lockdown… 
 
The idea is that those who want to (parent, teachers and students) can decorate a fabric square for a 
BSWPS quilt. When we are all back at school we can join them altogether. (See the example). My 
suggestion is that people could either sew or draw. It really depends on what materials you have at 
home. The intention is to keep it simple and just use what you have at home. Even the background 
square of fabric can be a recycle piece of clothing.  

The theme for our quilt is ‘My Happy Moments in Isolation ’.  

This will allow students a wide choice of decoration. It could be as simple as colours, flowers, happy 
faces, pets, family etc. 

What you will need: 

 A square piece of fabric 16cmx16cm (It’s better to stick to cotton or cotton/blend and non-stretchy 
which will help make the joining and final shape consistent.) 

 Cotton for sewing  

 Sewing Needles 

 Buttons, trim, sequins to decorate 

 Fabric markers (optional though this maybe easier for the younger children) 

  
Have fun and be creative! The only must is a  
16cmx16cm square anything else goes!!!!    
 
Please feel free to email me with any questions.  
Felicity.Kingsford@education.vic.gov.au 

  
Felicity 

Outside edge (16cm x 16cm) 
16cm 

14cm 
Inner square (14cm x 14cm)* 

Decorate this  
inner square!* 

*The 1cm border is the area for sewing all the squares together 
so please don’t decorate outside 14x14cm.  
N.B.: This diagram is not to scale and is simply an 
example to show the layout. All quilt squares should be 
measured using a ruler or tape measure.  

Quilt Square Diagram 
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GARDENING WITH BEN 

Send me an email with any questions or stories about gardening, or things you see in the garden.   
Benjamin.Wilhelms@education.vic.gov.au 
 

Happy gardening everyone.   

Dear Ben, 
 
We have been very interested in birds lately, so here's a list of birds we've seen lately: 
   

 

 

 

 - Walt  
 
 P.S. We've seen a family of Tawny Frogmouths at Coburg Lake, ok bye! 

Hi Walt,  
 
Thanks for your amazing list of spotted birds.  You’ve been busy!  It’s such a great thing to experience 
the wildlife around us, and birds are the best for this as there are so many varieties, and you see them 
everywhere. 
 
One bird you don’t have on your list (but I bet you’ve seen lots of) is the Raven, which are also often 
called Crows, although in Melbourne we just have Ravens.  Ravens are one my favourite birds because 
they are so clever.  They have incredible problem solving skills and are able to think ahead and plan how 
they are going to gather food.  They can even make their own tools from sticks to hook food out from 
hollow branches. 
 
Our Chickens on the other hand, are nowhere near as intelligent.  They know where their house is, and 
they know they need to go there when I call them at the end of the day, but often they can’t work out 
how to get there.  They look through the fence and can’t work out how to get to the other side.  They 
don’t think to walk around and go through the gate. 
 
See if you can find some Ravens and then watch them for as long as you can.  I wonder what intelligent 
thing you’ll see them do. 
 
This is a great article to read about our Ravens: 

https://theconversation.com/stone-the-crows-could-corvids-be-australias-smartest-export-4346# 
 
And this article has some amazing videos showing how clever Ravens (and Crows) are: 
 
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/animals/2019/02/new-caledonian-crows-plan-ahead-with-tools/  

 Red Wattlebird 
 Noisy Miner 
 Australian Magpie (duh) 
 Willy Wagtail 
 Laughing Kookaburra 

 Crested Pigeon 
 Dusky Moorhen 
 Eurasian Coot 
 

 Tawny Frogmouth  
 Rainbow Lorikeet 
 Australian White Ibis 
 Masked Lapwing         
 Black Swan 

mailto:Wilhelms.Benjamin.S@edumail.vic.gov.au
https://theconversation.com/stone-the-crows-could-corvids-be-australias-smartest-export-4346
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/animals/2019/02/new-caledonian-crows-plan-ahead-with-tools/
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ART CORNER 

Here are some of the drawings done by the kids who are learning on site.  
The activity was to draw your pet or "would have' pet! 
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THE B.S.W.P.S. 
Hi everyone,  
After the success of our student magazine The BSWPS last term, we will be continuing to publish the 
magazine this term.  

If you would like to contribute to the next edition of The BSWPS, please email your entry to 
Lucy at:  Lucy.Williams@education.vic.gov.au 

 It might be a photo, a drawing, a piece of work….  

Be creative - you might like to share a recipe you have cooked, a great book you have read, a photo of 
your work, a film you have loved, a photo of you learning a new skill, some gardening tips, something 
you have built or invented, an obstacle course you have made, a fact you have learnt or a great story 
you have written….  

The possibilities are endless!  

Please write a little blurb for me about what you are sending (unless it  
speaks for itself). 

When publishing, we will be using first names only. 

mailto:williams.lucy.m@edumail.vic.gov.au
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