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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT  

WELCOME BACK TO TERM 3! 

Dear Community, 
 
I hope that you are all safe and well. Who would have thought 
that we would be having such an eventful year? Let’s all stay 
safe and positive, do the right thing, and look after one another. 
As always, your wellbeing is our priority, and although we 
recognise that our poor Prep children haven’t had much of a first 
year of school, and the rest of the children have ‘missed out’ on 
being here with their friends and teachers, emotional and 
physical health is paramount. 
 
With that in mind, I do hope you are coping with the remote 
learning program. A number of families have been in touch with 
me asking for support, and we are trying to meet all of your 
needs. This is a very difficult time. You may have noticed that 
we have made some tweaks to the program we had in round 
one. As always we appreciate your suggestions and comments 
to modify particular areas, and we hope that you have 
acknowledged the tweaks made. For those of you struggling to 
juggle being at home and remote learning, please communicate 
with myself and your child’s teacher to see if there is anything 
we can do to support you during the next four weeks. (Let’s 
hope it is only four weeks)! 

Due to the return to remote learning, all other previously scheduled school 
events have been postponed. 

Please continue to check the newsletter and the Compass Community Calendar 
for updates about rescheduled events as they happen.  

Here’s Ellie and I on a walk with our masks on. I 
bought mine off Kim. It has the Queen postage 

stamps on... very British!   

 

2020 CALENDAR 

Tue 21 July 2:00pm 
Student reports available on Compass 

Click on the “Reports” tab in the student profile to view 

Thu 23 July 
12:30-

6:30pm 
Remote Parent-Teacher Interviews 

Sat & 

Sun 

25 

26 
July  Move into the Red Brick Building 

Wed 5 August 
8:00-

9:30pm 

“Talking The Talk” Parent Seminar (via Zoom) 

Online booking essential:  www.trybooking.com/643466 

Tue 1 September  School Photo Day 

Fri 18 September  Final Day of Term 3—Early Finish 

Our Values 
 Learning       Respect     Communication 

 Fairness     Courage 
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Reports went out earlier this week. It was lovely to be able to read the reports and see what each child 
had enjoyed or not enjoyed during the previous remote learning period. I really enjoyed getting to know 
you all again, only to be thrown back into a virtual environment for a second time! I hope that you are 
enjoying your Parent Teacher Interviews today. 
 
Return to Stage 3 Lockdown 
We are all looking forward to a time when life regains a bit of normality, and the swiftest way for this to 
happen is for all of us to try to reduce the possibility of community transmission by complying with the 
guidelines of Stage 3 Lockdown. I would like to ask you all to please respect and uphold these guidelines, 
not only to protect yourselves and your families, but the BSWPS community and beyond. Please continue 
to practise social distancing, wear a mask, limit contact with others, and only leave the house when 
necessary.  
 
On page 3 of the newsletter, you will find some information regarding mask wearing at BSWPS (and see 
some photos of our staff rocking their latest accessories).  
 
Building Works 
We have been extremely busy at school with our impending move. I did a walk-through earlier this week, 
and the building is coming together beautifully. Our new entry is very ‘clean’ and ‘welcoming’, the lift is 
definitely a highlight, and the classrooms, with their fresh coat of paint, will be very inviting for the 
children lucky enough to complete their year there. 
 
We have also managed to get the third floor slightly updated. This floor will be used as a planning area 
and for whole school professional learning. Resources will be stored here to allow teachers to see what’s 
available to support children when planning for them. 
 
There has also been a lot of work going on behind the scenes in regard to the terracing, the junior 
playground and the kitchen garden. I will ask the sub-committees to update you on this in the 
newsletters this term. 
 
I would like to thank you all for your support. Please let the children know that my staff, and myself all 
miss them, and wish them all the best. 
 
Look after yourselves and your families, 
Emma 

Our first junior school story time on Monday 
afternoon attracted 87 people! Wow! 

There was a bird in Phaedra’s 
room so we got our resident 

bird-whisperer, Ben.  
The bird flew onto his 
shoulder just like Dr 

Doolittle!  
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WEARING A FACE MASK 
As you will all be aware, from 11:59pm on Wednesday, June 22, residents aged 12 and above who live 
within metropolitan Melbourne or Mitchell Shire must wear a face covering whenever you leave your 
home, unless an exception applies. A face covering (either face mask or shield) needs to cover both your 
nose and mouth.  
 
This classic fairy tale is a great reminder about how to properly wear your mask: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Goldilocks and the Six Face Masks 

But the last mask 
is just right. 

This mask is too 
loose. 

This mask is too 
tight. 

This mask is WAY 
too low. 

This mask shows 
too much nose. 

This mask is  
too low. 

Goldi’s five friends fixed their masks to make sure they covered their entire nose, mouth, and chin. They all also 
thoroughly washed their hands before and after putting on or removing their masks.  

If their masks were reusable, they made sure to wash their masks with soap or detergent between each use.  

Then they all lived happily and healthily ever after. The end. 

While most of our students are currently participating in remote learning from home, we still have a 
small amount of students who are attending on site. Here are the current regulations regarding use of 
masks at primary schools, as specified by the Victorian State Government: 
 
Do students at schools need to wear a face covering? 
Students under the age of 12 do not have to wear face coverings. Students ages 12 and over in 
metropolitan Melbourne and Mitchell Shire will need to wear face coverings from 11:59pm on Wednesday 
22 July.  

However, children who are aged 12 and over and are attending primary school do not need to wear a 
face covering at school. The Victorian Chief Health Officer has advised that it is not practical to require 
some primary school students to wear face coverings while others are not required to. 

Therefore, no students attending Brunswick South West Primary School will be required to wear a mask 
whilst on site.  

Will face coverings be mandatory for teachers/ early learning/ day care/ kinder? 
It is not compulsory for teachers, educators and carers to wear face coverings while teaching or caring 
for children as face coverings can interfere with their ability to clearly communicate with students or 
children in their care. Teachers, educators and carers can choose to wear face coverings if they wish 
when teaching or providing care for children. 
  
Teachers, educators and carers must wear face coverings in other areas of the school/ facility when not 
teaching or providing care. 

Will face coverings be mandatory for other adults on or around school grounds? 
Yes. All adults who are not teaching or caring for children must wear face coverings at all times when on 
site, unless they have an exemption (as specified by the government).  

This includes all contractors working on school grounds, all delivery personnel, and any all parents/
visitors who need to visit the office. All parents dropping off/picking up students from the school gate or 
Out of School Hours Care will also be required to wear a mask.  
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Thanks to Lachie and his 
gift, Ashley is looking just 
purr-fect! And Lucy’s mask 
sure is grrrrreat.  

Here's a photo of some of my homemade 
ones. I got busy of the weekend at my 
sewing machine making masks from cotton 
fabric scraps (students may recognise 
dresses and trousers of mine from these!). 
There are some great free online patterns!  
- Ainsley  

Thank you Ainsley for 

making my mask.  
- Jo 

Carly has the crafty Elena 
and Sophia to thank for her 

sloth mask.  

Kevin rocking a stylish 
leopard print mask from 
his homeland, Taiwan.  

I bought my mask from a friend. She usually 
makes dance costumes, but as there are no 
events, she is sewing around the clock to 
make masks. Last week she made 800. This 
week, she is on track for 1000 masks! 
- Jacinta 

Thank you to all of those in our community who are making or supplying masks for others.  
 
As Ainsley said, there are plenty of resources online if you would like to make your own.  
Not sure how? (Me either…) Here are some links to get you started: 
 
https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/202007/Design%20and%20preparation%
20of%20cloth%20mask_0.pdf 
How To Make A Cloth Mask — Department of Health and Human Services, Victorian 
Government 
 
https://www.spotlightstores.com/projects/how-to-make-a-face-mask 
How To Make A Face Mask, from Spotlight Australia 
 
https://youtu.be/R1GZilOKpgQ 
How can I make a face mask? Video 
Tegar, Nancy and Amy from The Social Studio have produced this video to show the easy steps you can 
take to make one yourself. 

 

OUR STAFF  
AND THEIR MASKS 

Anya working and werkin’.  

https://www.spotlightstores.com/projects/how-to-make-a-face-mask
https://youtu.be/R1GZilOKpgQ
https://youtu.be/R1GZilOKpgQ
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THE B.S.W.P.S. 
Hi everyone,  
After the success of our student magazine The BSWPS last term, we will be continuing to publish the 
magazine this term.  

If you would like to contribute to the next edition of The BSWPS, please email your entry to 
Lucy at:  Lucy.Williams@education.vic.gov.au 

 It might be a photo, a drawing, a piece of work….  

Be creative - you might like to share a recipe you have cooked, a great book you have read, a photo of 
your work, a film you have loved, a photo of you learning a new skill, some gardening tips, something 
you have built or invented, an obstacle course you have made, a fact you have learnt or a great story 
you have written….  

The possibilities are endless!  

Please write a little blurb for me about what you are sending (unless it  
speaks for itself). 

When publishing, we will be using first names only. 

AUSTRALIAN MATHS COMPETITION UPDATE 

Due to remote learning, the Australian Maths Trust has postponed the sitting date for the Australian 
Maths Competition for students under who are under lockdown. They have not made this available 
online, so it will need to be conducted when we return to school.  
 
At this point, they have moved the sitting day to sometime between August 27—September 2. We will 
announce a confirmed date closer to the time via the newsletter and Compass.  

 

Things to know: 
Carter will be coming everywhere with me, which means he'll be in the 
class on the days I'm teaching, and probably a fair bit on the other days. 
Many of you may remember Nicole and her guide dog pup Tully last year. 
He was a much loved part of the community, and he even made a few 
guest appearances in our class this year. He's just left Nicole and is 
starting his formal training at the Seeing Eye Dogs training centre.  
 
He has a special crate that he will spend a lot of his time in, or he'll be on a 
tether. As we are training him to be a support for a vision impaired person, 
teaching him to relax while I'm busy working is one of the main things we 
will be focusing on. However there will be plenty of opportunities for the 
kids to give him cuddles and play with him!  
 
For the next month we'll just be focusing on getting him settled. As time 
goes on we will be introducing his harness which he wears when he is 
'working'. One of the important things I will be explaining to all the 
students and staff (and parents!) in the school is that when he has his 
harness on he needs to be 'ignored', no matter how tempting a pat or a 
cuddle will be. We need to teach him to stay focused while he is ‘working’. 
  
I look forward to bringing him around when we are back at school!  

- Jacqui 

Meet Carter! 
One of our teachers Jacqui, has taken on a Seeing Eye Dog puppy 
in training. 
 
He is currently 10 weeks old and is a cross between a Labrador and 
Golden retriever. So far he’s showing to be quite a calm temperament, 
puppy tendencies notwithstanding! 

mailto:williams.lucy.m@edumail.vic.gov.au
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GARDENING WITH BEN 

Send me an email with any questions or stories about gardening, or things you see in the garden.   
Benjamin.Wilhelms@education.vic.gov.au 
 

Happy gardening everyone.   

Our Chickens 

There has been some concern in the school community about the health 
of our chooks lately. Mostly this has been due to a couple of them who 
have lost a lot of feathers and have been looking particularly scraggy.  
Their loss of feathers has been due to a case of mites, which I have been 
treating them for over the last few months. The mite treatment has 
worked well and the affected chooks have made a full recovery and their 
feathers have now fully grown back.  

Rogue weed spraying 

Somebody has been illegally spraying weeds and grass on the school grounds in the south west corner 
of the school. The use of herbicides is not part of our routine management plan within the school 
because of the risk to health and safety. It is a major concern that somebody is spraying weeds on our 
school grounds as we don’t know what chemicals are being used or at what rate they are being applied.  
Also, as part of the garden education program, children have been learning about edible weeds. Mallow 
is one of the most common edible weeds and unfortunately is growing freely in the south west corner of 
the school where this spraying has happened.   
 
If anyone has any information about this rogue weed spraying, please let me know so we can follow it 
up. Also, please let your children know not to eat any weeds in that part of the school. 

Another sign of how well the chickens are 
doing, are the size of their eggs.  At least 
one of them is consistently laying double 

yolkers which are nearly double the size of 
an ordinary egg. 

mailto:Wilhelms.Benjamin.S@edumail.vic.gov.au
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TALKING THE TALK PARENT SEMINAR 

     Talking The Talk Respectful Relationships, Human  
    Sexuality and Body Safety Presentation For Parents 
 
Date: Wednesday, August 5th  
Time: 8:00-9:30pm, online via Zoom 
Online bookings are essential: www.trybooking.com/643466 
Zoom link and password will be sent via email on the day of the seminar.  
 
Presented by Vanessa Hamilton, this seminar is available to all interested BSWPS 
parents/carers of prep to year 6 students.  
 
The aim of the parent session is to leave parents and carers with tips, tools and 
confidence to have positive conversations with their kids, empowering them with 
information, and relationship skills that will change their life for the better. This 
seminar ties in with the curriculum surrounding respectful relationships, human 
sexuality and body safety that Vanessa presents to the students.  
 
More information about the program and Vanessa can be found on the attached flyer 
(page 8), and at www.talkingthetalksexed.com.au. 
 
Bookings must be made using the TryBooking link above, and cannot be made via 
Compass or the office.  

http://www.trybooking.com/643466
http://www.talkingthetalksexed.com.au
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SCIENCE EXPERIMENT TIME! 
Teaching kids about proper hand washing is more important than ever!  

To help kids see the effect of those invisible-to-your-eye germs that accumulate on your hands, give this 
this eye-opening experiment a try at home. 

HAND HYGIENE EXPERIMENT 

What you’ll need: 

 Three slices of bread (the kind from a bakery or  
homemade works best — the fewer preservatives the better) 

 Three resealable bags 
 
Instructions: 
 
Step 1:  
Label each of the three bags: 

 Control 

 Dirty 

 Clean 
 
Step 2:  
Place one slice of bread in the “control” bag without touching it.  You can use clean tongs, or turn the 
resealable bag inside out and use it like a glove to get the slice inside.  Seal the bag. 
 
Step 3:  
Remove a second slice of bread and have your child touch the bread with their unwashed hands.  Place 
the bread in the bag and seal it. 
 
Step 4:  
Have your child wash her hands with soap and water. 
Take a third slice of bread and have your child touch the bread with her freshly-washed hands.  Place the 
bread in the bag and seal it. 
 
Step 5: 
Take all three sealed bags and put them in a cool, dry place. 
 
Step 6: 
Look at the bread daily and write down your observations, but do not take the bread out of the bags. In 
a few days, mould should start to appear. What slice of bread gets mouldy first? Which grows the most 
mould? Which grows the least? If mould starts to appear, have your child take a ruler and measure it and 
record your observations. You can even draw a picture of the bread each day, or keep a photo diary by 
taking pictures of the bread each day to watch the changes over time. 

 

Thank you to Alexander, Gus, 
and Otto, for suggesting this cool 
experiment! 
 
And thanks to Angela for sending 
through a picture of the results. 
As you can see, there is a big 
difference between washing and 
not washing.  
 
Now you all have extra reasons 
to keep making that homemade 
sourdough…  
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