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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT  

2020 CALENDAR 

Fri 26  June  
Last Day of Term 2—Early Finish 

(Exact finish times are still TBD and will be communicated ) 

Mon 13 July  First day of Term 3 

Thu 30 July  
Australian Maths Competition 
Enrol via Compass before July 15, 2020 

Dear parents, carers, and school community, 
 
How wonderful to have our whole school back to some sense of 
normality this week! I thoroughly enjoyed ‘elbow bumping’ with the 
children on their first few days as a way of welcoming them back to 
school. On yard duty the other day, I couldn’t believe how busy the 
playground was, even though we had a split recess and lunchtime. So 
many big kids! So many growth-spurts! It has also been lovely to see 
parents again, and to be able to have a quick catch up on the gate. 
The children and our staff are certainly back into the swing of things.  
 
I am pleased to announce that I have been appointed the new 
principal at Brunswick South West Primary School. Over the past two 
terms, I have so enjoyed becoming part of this school and I am very 
exited to continue making BSWPS the best school it can be. Thank you 
all for your support, encouragement, and kind messages; it means the 
world.  
 
 

Brunswick South West Primary School has zero tolerance policy against racism. We pride 
ourselves on being a diverse community that acknowledges our differences and 
welcomes, values, and celebrates people of all races, cultures, and backgrounds.  

 
Our aim as educators is to work with people of diverse human and cultural backgrounds 
to eradicate forms of racism, bias, and prejudice in our spaces of teaching and learning. 
Our focus is instilling tolerance, understanding, empathy, and integrity in our students; 

the future generations that will shape our nation in decades to come.  
 

We stand in solidarity with all of those in our community and the wider population who 
have experienced discrimination because of the colour of their skin. We see you and 

support you. 

Elbow bumps! 

There are only two weeks left of 
term (can you believe it?!) and as 
usual, there will be an early finish on 
the last Friday (June 26). It is 
usually 2:30pm, however we will be 
sticking with the staggered finish 
times and have yet to confirm which 
year levels will be finishing when. 
Please keep an eye on the 
newsletter and Compass for an 
update on when to collect your 
children.  
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Because of the staggered finishing times, we need written confirmation from all parents who are 
allowing their children to walk home from school. If you haven’t already, please email your child’s 
classroom teacher, or alternately send us an email at Brunswick.sw.ps@education.vic.gov.au  
 
The world news doesn’t seem to be getting any better, does it? If your child is exposed to the news, 
please take the time to have a conversation about race-relations, respect and the importance of being a 
‘nice’ person in the world. At our school we welcome everyone with open arms (well, maybe an elbow 
bump)! Please engage your child in conversations around some good news stories, and discuss acts of 
kindness. I have certainly been keeping my eyes and ears open around the school and looking out for 
children who are demonstrating these characteristics. 
 
Some community members have recently lost their jobs or have hit some financial worries due to the 
pandemic. If there is anything the school or myself can do to help you during this time, please don’t 
hesitate to contact us. We are all here to support each other, and that’s what makes our school so 
wonderful. If anyone is in a position whereby they are able to support these families and would like to 
make a donation (which can be anonymous) to support those who can’t afford their fees, please contact 
us to discuss. It’s times like this when we all need to come together. 
 
Emma 
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CHILD SAFE 
Below is a pamphlet- PROTECT -How to be Safe for Primary School Students. It is included as example 
of how we can communicate to our students/children how to stay safe and what to do if you feel unsafe. 
It is provided as part of BSW’s commitment to the  Child Safe Standards. Please contact the school if 
you have further questions or concerns. 
 
Judy 

Go to the next column 
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MANAGING UNWELL STUDENTS 

Our COVID-19 Return to School Policy states: 
 
Management of an unwell student or staff member  
DET advises that:  
It is important that any staff member or student who becomes unwell while at school returns home. While it is unlikely that 
a staff member or student who is unwell with flu-like symptoms will have coronavirus (COVID-19) there are some sensible 
steps schools can take while a student awaits collection by a parent or carer as a precaution.  
This means that at our school:  

 Staff and students experiencing compatible symptoms with coronavirus (COVID-19), such as fever, cough or sore 
throat, will be isolated in an appropriate space with suitable supervision and collected by a parent/carer as soon as 
possible. Urgent medical attention will be sought where needed. Unwell students will not be permitted to travel 
home unsupervised.  

 Where staff or students are experiencing compatible symptoms with coronavirus, we will ensure hand hygiene, 
physical distancing and (where possible) use of a face mask. See DET guidance for the use of Personal Protective 
Equipment in education.  

 
Health care plans, where relevant, should be updated to provide additional advice on monitoring and identification of the 
unwell child in the context of coronavirus (COVID-19).  

 If a staff member is unsure whether a student is unwell in the first instance we will contact the parent/carer to 
discuss any concerns about the health status of the student, and we will take a precautionary approach, requesting 
the parent/carer to collect their child if concerns remain. A trained staff member may take the temperature of the 
student, where appropriate, to support decision-making. Gloves will be worn for the purpose of taking a 
temperature.  

 Staff or students experiencing compatible symptoms with coronavirus (COVID-19) should be encouraged to seek the 
advice of their healthcare professional who can advise on next steps. A medical certificate is not required to return 
to school after a period of illness, however staff and students should not return until symptoms resolve.  

 If a student spreads droplets (for example by sneezing, coughing or vomiting), surfaces will be immediately cleaned 
with disinfectant wipes (and using gloves).  

While it is very exciting to have all students back at school, we still need to take precautions to protect 
the health of our community and the wider population from COVID-19. With cold and flu season hitting, 
it is inevitable that many of us will develop coughs and sniffles over the next few months. Even with 
coronavirus rates dropping in Victoria, we cannot become complacent. This means taking a stricter than 
usual stance on sending home students who appear unwell, as per the advice from the Department of 
Education (DET) and the government.  
 
If your child is unwell or displaying flu-like symptoms whilst in your care, please keep them at 
home. This also applies if a member of the family is displaying flu -like symptoms as the child 
could be a carrier. 
 
If your child begins to feel unwell or display flu-like while at school, please expect that you 
will be called to collect them.  
 
We ask that you trust the judgement of our staff in determining whether or not a student needs to be 
sent home. All of our classroom and specialist teachers are being especially vigilant for signs of illness in 
their classrooms and have been repeatedly briefed on our protocols.  

 

We also realise that some students may display cold symptoms (coughing, 
sneezing, runny nose, etc.) for other health reasons, such as hay fever, allergies, 
asthma, etc. If you know that your child is suffering from any condition that may 
be mistaken for a cold, flu or coronavirus, please let their classroom 
teacher know. This w ill help our staff monitor their condition.  
 
If your child or a member of your family has come into contact with 
someone who has been diagnosed with COVID-19, please contact the 
school immediately.  
 
We appreciate your support on this matter. If you have any further questions or 
concerns, please email them to Brunswick.sw.ps@education.vic.gov.au.  
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NETBOOK PAYMENTS 
Friendly reminder that Netbook payments are due at the beginning of each term as per the signed rental 
agreements. 
 
If you have any queries regarding charges on your account, or, would like to discuss payment plans, 
please contact the school on 9387 6886. 

Payments can be made via: 
Online       BPAY – it is critical you use the correct    

  reference number as printed on your family   
  statement 

Phone  Credit Card – via phone, 9387 6886 
School Office EFTPOS for debit card and credit card. 

   
 
Thank you for your support in making this such as successful learning program  
at our school. 

School Council recognises everyone’s family circumstances are different, and as such our school is 
committed to supporting parents and carers who are experiencing either short or long term hardship and 
may be unable to make the requested payments on time. If these circumstances apply to your family, 
School Council encourages you to have a confidential discussion with the School’s Business Manager, 
Nerissa Gadsden. Our school can offer alternate payment options and provide details about financial and 
other types of support that may be available. More information, including the school’s parent payment 
policy and details about cost support for families is available by requesting a copy from the school office. 

FEE SUPPORT FOR FAMILIES 

In Dom’s Class, we would  

like to say thank you to the  

Wurundjeri people for  

sharing their land.  

 

We will look after, the  

animals, the dogs, nature,  

the plants and the trees, the  

reptiles, lizards and turtles,  

the people, all of the land  

and everything! 

 

We love our land and we  
will never destroy it.  

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

Furthering the work done during National Reconciliation Week, all of our classes have been working on 
their own Acknowledgement of County. Here is the one from Dom’s class: 

Duat and Yuk 
Artwork by Mandy Nicholson, Wurundjeri 
https://cv.vic.gov.au/stories/aboriginal-culture/ganagan/
duat-and-yuk/  
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BEST EVER SUPER MOST FANTASTIC WEEK OF REMOTE 
LEARNING EVER ZOOM SESSIONS 

The students and staff in 3-6 got a little dejected when the Prep-2 
students returned and we were still doing remote learning. So we 
decided to make the last week fun for everyone by hosting daily Zoom 
classes for all the 3-6 students. It was so great to see everyone 
logging on! And hilarious to watch the staff and students at school.  

Art  
with Felicity 

Letters & 
Numbers 

with Jacqui 

Cooking  
with Sarah & 

Bryony 

Origami 
with Ainsley 

Charades 
with Kim 
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Ni Hao!!  

Here are a few snapshots for you to enjoy. I have 
also posted these photos and some videos of the 
activities on each class’s SeeSaw and Google 
Classroom, so be sure to check them out.    
 
Kevin Laoshi  

In Week 8, Y1/2 students took the Chopstick Challenge during their Chinese classes.  Students 

learned that chopsticks are called筷子 (kuàizi) in Chinese and that Chinese culture (and most 

other the Asian cultures) treat 筷子 (kuàizi) with high respect. For example, you should not use 

your 筷子 as drum sticks because it bring bad luck to the family. Also, you don’t ever stick 筷子 

(kuàizi) straight into a bowl of rice or food as this is reserved for funerals. Students then learned 

the way to hold 筷子 (kuàizi) and tried to pick up pasta to pass it on to another plate.   
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GARDENING WITH BEN 

Send me an email with any questions or stories about gardening, or things you see in the garden.  I 
would love to hear from you about the birds you have seen in your backyard.   

Benjamin.Wilhelms@education.vic.gov.au 
 

Happy gardening everyone.   

Birdwatching in the garden. 

I was lucky to witness a visit to our school garden by an 
Eastern Spinebill this week.  These timid little 
honeyeaters are a rare sight in built up areas, but perhaps 
during this time when everyone has been staying at home, 
more birds have moved into the suburbs.  It was happily 
sipping the nectar from the salvia flowers, and even 
performed a trick of the hummingbird, by beating its wings 
very quickly and hovering in front of a flower. 

Other interesting birds to look for: 

Grey Butcherbird 

There has been a Grey Butcherbird living on the school 
grounds that I have been watching over the last couple of 
years.  It can quite often be seen in the lower branches of the 
trees around the oval.  As a predator, it sits and watches the 
ground for small creatures to swoop down on and capture. 

Masked Lapwing 

Also known as the Spur-
winged Plover, these birds are 

often on our school oval 
looking for worms to eat. 

Spotted Pardalote   

I’ve only seen a Pardalote once 
in Melbourne as they are very 

hard to find.  They are small and 
they blend in so well to the 

leaves of gum trees where they 

Willy Wagtail 

Quite a common backyard bird but so much fun to watch.  They 
are very energetic in the way they dance and dart around, and 
often can be seen catching flying insects in mid-air. 

insects to eat.  They nest in underground chambers which puts them 
in danger of hungry cats, rats and foxes. 

mailto:Wilhelms.Benjamin.S@edumail.vic.gov.au
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MORELAND CITY COUNCIL SHORT STORY COMPETITION 
 
Competition information: 
Writers and reciters of all ages are welcome to enter Moreland City Libraries’ 2020 short story 
competition.  
Write or recite a story in either 500 words or 5 minutes or less in response to the artwork 
‘Manrngrook Football’ (pictured). 
 
Entry forms can be downloaded from our website:  
https://www.moreland.vic.gov.au/libraries/library- 
events-and-activities/story-writing-competition/ 
  
Entries open: Monday 18 May 2020 
Entries close: Friday 3 July 2020 
Winners announced on the Moreland  
City Libraries’ Facebook page and website:  
Friday 28 August 2020 
  
Categories and prizes: 
Up to 8 years old:                         
Winner: Sphero BOLT robot                          
Achievement award: $50 book voucher*          
9 to 12 years old: 
Winner: Sphero BOLT robot 
Achievement award: $50 book voucher* 
13 to 17 years old:                                    
Winner: $200 JB Hi-Fi voucher      
Achievement award: $50 book voucher*        
Adult: Winner: 1-year Membership to Writers’ Victoria + $100 book 
voucher*                                                
Achievement award: $100 book voucher* 
*Book vouchers are redeemable at most Australian book stores. 
 
To encourage students we have asked AFL player Eddie Betts and author Tony Wilson to each record a 
video. Eddie talks about the history of AFL and its origins as an Indigenous game. Tony gives great tips and 
tricks on winning a prize-winning story. 
Eddie Betts link: 
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1148180992209162 
  
Tony Wilson link: 
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=2748366955383601 
  
Artwork: 
Copies of the original artwork can be viewed at each of our 5 libraries. 
Image citation: Marlene Gilson. Marngrook Football, 2015. Acrylic on canvas. 80 x 100 cm. 
Collection of Moreland City Council. Image courtesy of the artist 
 
More information about Marngrook football – the game: 
Behind the News video: https://www.abc.net.au/btn/classroom/marngrook-footy/10523118 
  
The history of Marngrook football and the possum skin ball: https://cv.vic.gov.au/stories/aboriginal-
culture/the-koorie-heritage-trust-collections-and-history/marngrook-possum-skin-football/ 
  
The indigenous origin of AFL: https://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-04-13/historian-reveals-marngrook
-influence-on-afl/8439748 
  
The origins of Australian football: https://meanjin.com.au/essays/marngrook-tom-wills-and-the-
continuing-denial-of-indigenous-history/ 
  
 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.moreland.vic.gov.au%2Flibraries%2Flibrary-events-and-activities%2Fstory-writing-competition%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cbrunswick.sw.ps%40education.vic.gov.au%7C8a33d024ff11485408fe08d80ce6be1e%7Cd96
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.moreland.vic.gov.au%2Flibraries%2Flibrary-events-and-activities%2Fstory-writing-competition%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cbrunswick.sw.ps%40education.vic.gov.au%7C8a33d024ff11485408fe08d80ce6be1e%7Cd96
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fwatch%2F%3Fv%3D1148180992209162&data=02%7C01%7Cbrunswick.sw.ps%40education.vic.gov.au%7C8a33d024ff11485408fe08d80ce6be1e%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C63727353
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fwatch%2F%3Fv%3D2748366955383601&data=02%7C01%7Cbrunswick.sw.ps%40education.vic.gov.au%7C8a33d024ff11485408fe08d80ce6be1e%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C63727353
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.abc.net.au%2Fbtn%2Fclassroom%2Fmarngrook-footy%2F10523118&data=02%7C01%7Cbrunswick.sw.ps%40education.vic.gov.au%7C8a33d024ff11485408fe08d80ce6be1e%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcv.vic.gov.au%2Fstories%2Faboriginal-culture%2Fthe-koorie-heritage-trust-collections-and-history%2Fmarngrook-possum-skin-football%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cbrunswick.sw.ps%40education.vic.gov.au%7C8a33
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcv.vic.gov.au%2Fstories%2Faboriginal-culture%2Fthe-koorie-heritage-trust-collections-and-history%2Fmarngrook-possum-skin-football%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cbrunswick.sw.ps%40education.vic.gov.au%7C8a33
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.abc.net.au%2Fnews%2F2017-04-13%2Fhistorian-reveals-marngrook-influence-on-afl%2F8439748&data=02%7C01%7Cbrunswick.sw.ps%40education.vic.gov.au%7C8a33d024ff11485408fe08d80ce6be1e%7Cd96cb3371a
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.abc.net.au%2Fnews%2F2017-04-13%2Fhistorian-reveals-marngrook-influence-on-afl%2F8439748&data=02%7C01%7Cbrunswick.sw.ps%40education.vic.gov.au%7C8a33d024ff11485408fe08d80ce6be1e%7Cd96cb3371a
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmeanjin.com.au%2Fessays%2Fmarngrook-tom-wills-and-the-continuing-denial-of-indigenous-history%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cbrunswick.sw.ps%40education.vic.gov.au%7C8a33d024ff11485408fe08d80ce6be1e%7Cd96cb
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmeanjin.com.au%2Fessays%2Fmarngrook-tom-wills-and-the-continuing-denial-of-indigenous-history%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cbrunswick.sw.ps%40education.vic.gov.au%7C8a33d024ff11485408fe08d80ce6be1e%7Cd96cb

