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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT  

Any other existing calendar events will be reassessed and 
announced at a later date.   

 
Please keep an eye on the Compass Community Calendar.  

2020 CALENDAR 

From Wed 27 May  National Reconciliation Week 

Mon 8 June  Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday—No School 

Tue 9 June  
Grade 3-6 students return to on-site learning 

at school 

Fri 26  June  Last Day of Term 2—Early Finish 

Mon 13 July  First day of Term 3 

Thu 30 July  
Australian Maths Competition 
Enrol via Compass before July 15, 2020 

Dear Parents and Community, 
 
How wonderful to hear the sounds of laughter, giggles and songs again. It 
has been so uplifting to see friends reunite, smiles as children walk through 
the gates demonstrating their new found independence, and classrooms full 
of excited chatter and new learning. A school without children is like a garden 
without flowers. Children are why we are here. It has reminded me of how 
much I love my job! They made me a new sign in the office because it seems 
to have become my phrase of the week! 
 
I’d like to take this opportunity to thank you all for following our new rules 
and ensuring you are maintaining social distancing at drop-offs and pick-ups. 
I’m sure that we will become used to this before the 3-6s arrive, and then it 
will take a few weeks to become used to it again! I would like to remind 
parents of children in 3-6 that if your child is planning to walk home at 3:15 
that you have made contact with your child’s teacher to inform them of this 
arrangement. 

I apparently said this many, 
many times on the first day. I 
was just so happy to see the 

kids! 
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School Council recognises everyone’s family circumstances are different, and as such our school is 
committed to supporting parents and carers who are experiencing either short or long term hardship and 
may be unable to make the requested payments on time. If these circumstances apply to your family, 
School Council encourages you to have a confidential discussion with the School’s Business Manager, 
Nerissa Gadsden. Our school can offer alternate payment options and provide details about financial and 
other types of support that may be available. More information, including the school’s parent payment 
policy and details about cost support for families is available by requesting a copy from the school office. 

FEE SUPPORT FOR FAMILIES 

National Reconciliation Week 
This week, our school is recognising National Reconciliation Week. At Brunswick South West, we 
acknowledge the traditional owners of the land on which we learn, the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin 
nation. We pay our respects to their elders past, present and emerging.  

Over the next few weeks, children across the school will be creating their own Acknowledgment of 
Country, specific to the land on which we come together to learn. Please see page 6 for more 
information about reconciliation and the five dimensions of reconciliation, as provided by Reconciliation 
Australia.  
 
The B.S.W.P.S. 
You will find the final lockdown edition of our student magazine, The B.S.W.P.S., attached to our 
Compass newsletter message. I would like to thank all of our students who have made submissions over 
the past few weeks for sharing their at-home adventures with all of us. A ginormous thank you also 
goes to Lucy for her hard work putting it all together every fortnight!  
 
This student magazine has been such a success that we are planning on continuing to publish it once a 
term from now on. Stay tuned! 
 
School Email Addresses 
The Department of Education is updating it’s technology services in 2020, and part of this 
transformation is a migration to new email addresses for all state schools and department staff 
members. The migration for our school is happening tonight (Thursday 28/5).  
 
From tomorrow (Friday 29/5), our new BSWPS email address will be 
Brunswick.sw.ps@education.vic.gov.au, and my new email address will be 
Emma.Fuller@education.vic.gov.au. If you receive any emails from the school or staff, please take note 
of their new address and update it in your contacts. However, rest assured we will still receive all emails 
sent to our former addresses (@edumail.vic.gov.au) for the foreseeable future to account for any 
stakeholders who have not been informed of these changes. These updates will not affect any 
communication via Compass.  
 
I hope that your children who are at school are getting plenty of sleep. I also hope that if your child is 
coming back on the 9th they are as excited as we are to see them again! 
 
Emma 

What a warm welcome 
back we all received! 
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TRANSITION BACK TO SCHOOL 

Following the recent announcement from the Victorian Government, the following arrangements will 
take place as Brunswick South West students commence a staged return to school.  
 

 
 
 
Registered children of essential workers or vulnerable children, who have not returned to classroom 
learning, may continue to attend the Remote Learning at School program up to and including Friday 5 
June. Please contact the school if you require care. Out of School Hours Care will be operating and 
children should be registered with Camp Australia if attending. 
 
If you have a child who is unable to return to school due to reasons beyond your control, please contact 
Emma to discuss: Emma.Fuller@education.vic.gov.au 
 
WHAT MEASURES WILL BE IN PLACE FOR STUDENTS RETURNING FROM TUESDAY 26th MAY? 
The safety and wellbeing of all members of our school is of paramount importance at this time. In 
response to government and department guidelines, it is important that we give consideration to steps 
that can be taken to reduce the number of adults congregating at the school at any one time, including 
parents and carers at peak times such as drop-off and pick-ups. During each stage of students returning 
to school, the following health and safety measures will apply – please read carefully: 
 

Drop-offs 
IF YOUR CHILD IS UNWELL OR SHOWING ANY SYMPTOMS OF ILLNESS PLEASE KEEP THEM 
HOME. 
 
Students in Years 3-6 w ill begin entering school grounds at 8:45-8:55 and go straight to their 
classrooms. Upon entry they will be required to use hand sanitiser. Parents are encouraged to drop 
students at one of the school gates and leave from there. If their child is upset, the parent can walk with 
the student to the classroom and drop the student at the room. Parents may not enter the classroom. In 
cases where years 3-6 parents have had to come into the school, they will need to be out of the school 
grounds before 9:00.  
 
Students in Years 1 and 2 w ill begin entering the school grounds at 9:00-9:10 and go to their 
classrooms. They will be required to hand sanitise upon entry. Parents are encouraged to drop students 
at one of the school gates and leave from there. If their child is upset, the parent can walk with the 
student to the classroom and drop the student at the room.  The teacher will take the student inside 
(there will be other teachers/Education Support staff supporting the classroom teachers with this) – 
parents may not enter the classroom. In cases where parents have come into the school grounds to 
drop their child in, they will need to be out of the school grounds by 9:15. 
 
Preps w ill arrive from 9:15-9:30 and go straight to class. They will use hand sanitiser upon entry to 
the classroom. Prep parents are encouraged to say goodbye to their child at one of the school gates. 
However, if they need to be taken to a classroom, one parent may walk their child to the classroom but 
must socially distance from others. Parents can not come into the classroom – the classroom teacher 
and other support teachers will support upset students.  
 
Waratah Students w ill arrive from 9:30 through the main gate. 
Late arrivals (after 10am) w ill need to come to the office to be signed in. 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  
SIBLINGS: If you have children across multiple age groups, they are able to arrive at the same time. 
Please make arrangements with your children’s teachers so they are aware of what time your child will 
be arriving. We suggest you arrive at the latest time for your child (e.g. if you have a prep child, 
bringing all your children at 9:15). 
 
 

Monday 25 May: Student Free Day (no remote learning - teachers will be preparing for the 
return of students to school)  
 
Tuesday 26 May: Prep, Year 1, Year 2 students return to school. Year 3-6 students 
continue Remote Learning  
 
Monday 8 June: Queen's Birthday public holiday  
 
Tuesday 9 June: Year 3 to Year 6 students return to school  
 
Friday 26 June: Last day of Term 2. We normally finish at 2:30, but we w ill inform you 
of pick up times for this day nearer the time. 

mailto:fuller.emma.l@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Drop-offs cont.  
*Emma, Lucy, Judy and Carly will be at each of the four entry points to the school each morning and 
every afternoon. If driving, parents are encouraged to consider using the back entrances to the school 
where your child can be dropped off directly from the car. A map of the grounds can be found below. 
 
**The play equipment will not be in use before or after school. This includes on the weekends. Please let 
other people in our community know about this rule. Children will be able to use the play equipment 
during the school day and it will be cleaned after each play time. 
 
***Education Support staff are to wear orange vests and support leadership on the gates.  
 
****Any child who is registered for OSHC will need to stay with their teacher before school whilst 
waiting for classmates to arrive, or after school until Camp Australia starts at 3:30pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are trying to avoid parents all using the main entry. Remember we have four gates for you to use to 
enter and exit the school. Each gate will be manned by a member of leadership. Please do not crowd at 
the gates and leave immediately. Please abide by social distancing rules at all times for your safety. 

TRANSITION BACK TO SCHOOL 

Gate 2 

Gate 1 

Gate 3 

Gate 4 
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TRANSITION BACK TO SCHOOL 

Pick Ups 
Early Departures: Please contact the office on 93876886 to make arrangements for early 
departures. 
 
Prep students w ill finish at 3:00pm. Their teachers w ill take them to an area on the oval at 
3:00 and parents will be required to collect their child from the oval. Parents are required to socially 
distance on the oval. Please be mindful of which gate you exit from. If you see a crowd, move away. 
 
Years 3-6 w ill finish at 3:15pm. Their teachers w ill take them an area on the oval at 3:15 and 
parents will be required to collect their child from the oval. Parents are required to socially distance on 
the oval. Please be mindful of which gate you exit from. If you see a crowd, move away. 
 
Years 1 and 2 w ill finish at 3:30pm. Their teachers w ill take them an area on the oval at 3:30 
and parents will be required to collect their child from the oval. Parents are required to socially distance 
on the oval. Please be mindful of which gate you exit from. If you see a crowd, move away. 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  
SIBLINGS: If you have children across multiple age groups, they are able to leave at the same time. 
Please make arrangements with your children’s teachers so they are aware of what time your child will 
be leaving. 
 

Contact with teachers 
 We aim to minimise the face-to-face contact of our staff with parents.  However it is crucial that we 

continue to have open channels of communication. Please don’t hesitate to email your child’s 
teacher, or phone the school, to communicate with your child’s teacher or with a member of 
leadership. 

 If you need to visit the office, we recommend calling the school first on 9387 6886 to see whether 
it is something that can be resolved over the phone. The office is open from 8:30am to 4pm. 

 
 

Students 
 As a school we will be asking children to be respectful of each other’s personal space. 

 A student who is unwell (even a slight cold) must stay home and is not to attend school until well 
again.  

 If a child shows signs of illness, parents will be contacted to collect them from school.  

 Students should bring a full water bottle each day, as drinking from bubble taps will not be 
permitted. Water bottles can be filled at drinking troughs.  

 Students will be reminded to wash hands regularly (liquid soap provided at all locations).  

 Hand sanitiser will be available in classrooms and students will be required to use it when entering 
and leaving the classroom. 

 At the end of last term we sent home all asthma pumps, EpiPens and medication. Please ensure 
you return this to school, the medication is in date, and the office has all up to date forms 
completed and signed. If in doubt, please contact the office ASAP to discuss. 

 We would prefer that bikes and scooters were not brought into the school grounds unless 
absolutely necessary. This is to avoid congestion and issues with overcrowding in the bike sheds. If 
you do cycle to school with your children please leave your bikes outside of the grounds. 

 
Returning to school is an important step towards re-establishing regular routines. We again thank 
parents for their support and hard work during the period of Home Learning.  
 
It is recognised that some parents may still wish to keep their children home from school due to 
concerns about COVID-19. It is important for parents to advise the school of student absence as you 
would normally do. However, as teachers will have resumed face-to-face teaching, online learning will no 
longer be provided to students after their year level has returned to school. It is not feasible for teachers 
to deliver both a face-to-face and an online curriculum.  
 
As we transition from Home Learning back to school, we ask for your patience as new procedures and 
habits are implemented across the school. 
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NATIONAL RECONCILIATION WEEK 
In the coming weeks, we will be sharing some of our student work around reconciliation. Until then, we 

thought our community appreciate some information about reconciliation in Australia.  
 

What is reconciliation? 
At its heart, reconciliation is about strengthening relationships between Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples 
and non-Indigenous peoples, for the benefit of all Australians. 
 
“… A reconciled Australia is one where our rights as First Australians are not just respected but championed in all the 
places that matter …” 
Kirstie Parker – Board Member, Reconciliation Australia 
 
For Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, Australia’s colonial history is characterised by devastating land 
dispossession, violence, and racism. Over the last half-century, however, many significant steps towards 
reconciliation have been taken. 
 
Reconciliation is an ongoing journey that reminds us that while generations of Australians have fought hard for 
meaningful change, future gains are likely to take just as much, if not more, effort. In a just, equitable and 
reconciled Australia, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children will have the same life chances and choices as non
-Indigenous children, and the length and quality of a person’s life will not be determined by their racial background. 
 
Our vision of reconciliation is based and measured on five dimensions: historical acceptance; race relations; equality 
and equity; institutional integrity and unity. 
 
These five dimensions do not exist in isolation, but are interrelated. Reconciliation cannot be seen as a single issue 
or agenda; the contemporary definition of reconciliation must weave all of these threads together. For example, 
greater historical acceptance of the wrongs done to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples can lead to 
improved race relations, which in turn leads to greater equality and equity. 
 
“Reconciliation must transcend Australian political theatre and promote a sense of national unity …” Patrick Dodson – 
The State of Reconciliation in Australia, 2016 
 
“Reconciliation isn’t a single moment or place in time. It’s lots of small, consistent steps, some big strides, and 
sometimes unfortunate backwards steps …” – Karen Mundine – Chief Executive Officer, Reconciliation Australia 
 

The Five Dimensions of Reconciliation 
 
Race Relations 
All Australians understand and value Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander and non-Indigenous cultures, 
rights and experiences, which results in stronger 
relationships based on trust and respect and that are 
free of racism. 
Goal: Positive two-way relationships built on trust  
and respect exist between Aboriginal and Torres Strait  
Islander and non-Indigenous Australians throughout  
society. 
Action: Overcome racism 
 
Equality and Equity 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples participate  
equally in a range of life opportunities and the unique  
rights of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples are  
recognised and upheld. 
Goal:  Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander  
Australians participate equally and equitably in all areas  
of life—i.e. we have closed the gaps in life outcomes—and  
the distinctive individual and collective rights and cultures  
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples are  
universally recognised and respected.  Aboriginal and  
Torres Strait Islander people are self-determining. 
Action: Renew focus on Closing the Gap 
 
Unity 
An Australian society that values and recognises Aboriginal  
and Torres StraitIslander cultures and heritage as a proud  
part of a shared national identity. 
Goal: Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander histories,  
cultures and rights are a valued and recognised part of a  
shared national identity and, as a result, there is national  
unity. 
Action: Achieve a process to recognise Australia ’s First  
Peoples in our Constitution. 

Institutional Integrity 
The active support of reconciliation by the nation’s 
political, business and community structures. 
Goal: Our political, business and community 
institutions actively support all dimensions of 
reconciliation. 
Action: Capitalise on the RAP Program to create 
a wider range of opportunities for Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Australians. 
 
 
Historical Acceptance 
All Australians understand and accept the wrongs of 
the past and their impact on Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples. Australia makes amends for  
past policies and practices ensures these wrongs are 
never repeated. 
Goal: There is w idespread acceptance of our 
nation’s history and agreement that the wrongs of the 
past will never be repeated— there is truth, justice, 
healing and historical acceptance. 
Action: Acknow ledge our past through education 
and understanding.  
 
 
All information has been provided by Reconciliation Australia 

and can be found at  
https://www.reconciliation.org.au/what-is-reconciliation/.  
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AUSTRALIAN MATHS 
COMPETITION 

 
BSWPS will once again be offering the Australian 

Maths Competition on July 30, 2020.  
 

The AMC is an engaging 30-problem competition 
that demonstrates the importance and relevance of 
mathematics in students’ everyday lives; it is open 

to students in grades 3 to 6. This is an optional 
competition that will be run by classroom teachers. 
It will take place during the school day on school 

grounds.  
 

If you are interested in enrolling your child, please 
complete the consent form and pay $6.50 by July 

15, 2020. The consent form can be found on 
Compass. Payment can be processed online as well 

(this is the preferred method). 

Do you have a question for NASA? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Here are some details: 
I will be speaking to Kailash and Amy.  They are civilians (they don’t work for NASA directly) who are 
specially chosen to help NASA share their work with everybody. 
 
On Thursday 28 May at 4pm, I will be speaking to Kailash. He will give a talk about NASA Missions, 
especially the Mars Mission that will be launched in July.  Kailash is an electrical engineer. 
 
On Wednesday 3 June at 11am, I will be speaking to Amy.  Amy will read a story about astrophysics, 
and also demonstrate a cool science experiment.  Amy works at an Observatory (which has big 
telescopes for looking into space).  
 
You can watch these events at the Facebook page for Yarra Plenty Regional Library.   
 
So if you want to know about space, or about NASA, or about what Kailash and Amy do in their jobs, I 
would love to help you ask your questions!  Please email me at events@yprl.vic.gov.au by the end of 
Sunday 31 May.   
 
Thank you for your help! 

Hi!  My name is Karen Seligman and my daughter, Emma, is in Year 5 in 
Cath & Kim’s class. 
I am a librarian at the Thomastown Library. I am also a qualified scientist! 
 
In the next two weeks, I will be having special video chats with two 
representatives from NASA.  These videos will be shown on Facebook. You 
are all invited to join in, either by watching our videos, or by asking our 
NASA representatives some questions! 

mailto:events@yprl.vic.gov.au
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NETBOOK PAYMENTS 
Friendly reminder that Netbook payments are due at the beginning of each term as per the signed rental 
agreements. 
 
If you have any queries regarding charges on your account, or, would like to discuss payment plans, 
please contact the school on 9387 6886. 

Payments can be made via: 
Online       BPAY – it is critical you use the correct    

  reference number as printed on your family   
  statement 

Phone  Credit Card – via phone, 9387 6886 
School Office EFTPOS for debit card and credit card. 

   
 
Thank you for your support in making this such as successful learning program  
at our school. 
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ART CORNER 

There’s Flower Power around the school!  
Check them out in the office window! 


