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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT  

Any other existing calendar events will be reassessed and 
announced at a later date.   

 
Please keep an eye on the Compass Community Calendar.  

2020 CALENDAR 

Mon 25 May  Pupil-free Day (No school for students) 

Tue 26 May  

Foundation, Grade 1 and 2 students return to 

on-site learning at school 

(Grades 3-6 still attending remote learning) 

From Wed 27 May  National Reconciliation Week 

Mon 8 June  Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday—No School 

Tue 9 June  
Grade 3-6 students return to on-site learning 

at school 

Fri 26  June 2:30pm Last Day of Term 2—Early Finish 

Mon 13 July  First day of Term 3 

Thu 30 July  
Australian Maths Competition 
Enrol via Compass before July 15, 2020 
 

Tue 1 Sep  School Photo Day (rescheduled from April) 

SEE PAGE 5 FOR INFORMATION ABOUT RETURNING TO SCHOOL 
AND STAGGERED DROP-OFF/PICK-UP TIMES  

Dear Community, 
 
Just a few more sleeps until the Prep-2s can come back to school! I know that the teachers and myself 
are very excited to see all the children again. Please remember that the 3-6 students need to remain 
home and continue remote learning until June 9. Please contact the office if you have any questions 
about this. 
 
Thank you for your juggling stories (see page 9), and for the questions from the children (pages 3-4). 
Some of the questions asked made me scratch my head. I hadn’t even thought about them before. It’s 
always important to consider things from the children’s point of view. After all, they are the ones who 
are going to be experiencing all of the changes  

next week, and sometimes we forget to look 
at the little things, like, “Can I hug my 
friends?” 
 
This is a very long newsletter and I 
apologise. However, it is full of very 
important information. Please take the time 
to read it, and have lots of discussions with 
your children before they return. 
 
Take care, and I hope you see you all soon, 
Emma 

Thank you to 
whoever left these 

beautiful messages 
to the teachers on 

our fence! 
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Returning to BSWPS 
 
Our school will soon be open, 
We’ve questions everywhere, 
‘I wonder if our teachers 
Will all have longer hair?’ 
 
Now, I don’t have all the answers 
For my parents, staff or kids, 
But we have to work together, 
To ensure the bug stays rid! 
 
I’ve spoken to the cleaners, 
They’ll be in every day, 
Washing desks and handles, 
To keep those bugs at bay. 
 
Our playground will be open, 
But only during school, 
I’m asking the community 
To follow our new rule. 
 
When you drop your kids off, 
You’ll see us at the gate, 
Please great us with a smile, 
Elbow bump, or, “G’Day mate!” 
 
Then leave your children with us, 
Don’t enter the school grounds, 
I know it’s not the normal, 
But we want no bugs around. 
 
The same applies at pick-up, 
Social distancing is key, 
Collect your kids and take them home, 
Then have a cup of tea. 
 
Safety is important, 
We want you back at school, 
Please be patient with us, 
As this is new to us all! 
 
By Emma! 

School Council recognises everyone’s family circumstances are different, and as such our school is 
committed to supporting parents and carers who are experiencing either short or long term hardship and 
may be unable to make the requested payments on time. If these circumstances apply to your family, 
School Council encourages you to have a confidential discussion with the School’s Business Manager, 
Nerissa Gadsden. Our school can offer alternate payment options and provide details about financial and 
other types of support that may be available. More information, including the school’s parent payment 
policy and details about cost support for families is available by requesting a copy from the school office. 

FEE SUPPORT FOR FAMILIES 

Look at how much the building works in the 
Red Brick building are progressing! We have 

new paint, new doors, new fixtures…  
The builders have been working hard while 

we’ve been away. Not long now and we’ll be 
able tp move back in.  
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KIDS ASK ABOUT THE RETURN TO SCHOOL 

We asked our students if they had questions about returning to school and Emma has 
answered all of the questions we received. No doubt, her answers will be informative 

for both students and parents.  
 

Please share these with your children before they return to school in the coming 
weeks.  

 
 

Will there be anything that we're not allowed to do at school (that we used to be able to do)? 
Hmmm…. We won’t be able to high-five the teachers or give them hugs. Maybe just stick with elbow 
bumps. We are going to ask you to try not to hug your friends, or hold hands either. Everything else 
should be sort of the same, but a little different. 
 
Will all the teachers be coming back too? I  hope so, otherw ise I  w ill have a big problem! 
 
Will some people still be doing home-schooling? Maybe. I  think some parents may choose to 
keep their children at home. However, they won’t be doing our school work unless they are in a difficult 
situation, in which case they should talk to me about it. 
 
 

Good Hygiene and Keeping Healthy 

Can we get close to other kids? Yes you can. But try not to hug or hold hands etc. 
 
What happens if we touch someone else?  Apologise to them and then wash your hands. 
 
Should you walk around someone if they're coming towards you like we do on the footpaths 
when we go for a walk?  Yes please. 
 
Will we be allowed to touch anything? School property? Yes. You can be your normal self. Just 
try not to hug friends, high-five or hold hands. 
 
Will the toilets be cleaned after each person uses them? Hmmm… no. Unfortunately not. I have 
spoken to the cleaners and I am making them a very detailed timetable to make sure they are cleaned 
frequently. 
 
Will there be a maximum number of people allowed in the toilets? This is too hard for us to 
monitor. I think I would ask that children and adults use their common sense. If there are more than 2 
or 3 people in the toilets wait outside until you can go in. 
 
Will there be soap for us to wash our hands before eating our food? Yes. You w ill wash your 
hands a lot! Especially before eating! You will also have hand sanitiser in the classroom to use. 

Do we need to use sanitiser after each break time? Yes. There will be hand sanitiser in the entry of 
your classroom. Please use this every time you enter your rooms. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I get hay fever and sneeze but I don't have coronavirus. 
What happens if I cough or sneeze once or have a runny 
nose and and nooone wants to play with me because they 
think I'm going to give them coronavirus?  That would be 
terribly sad. You would need to talk to your teacher. Other 
children shouldn’t be worried about your health issues. It is the 
teacher’s responsibility to check on you. You can always come and 
see me if you need to. 
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Coming to School 
What time can we come to school if we start at 8.45am?  You can come in from 8:45am until 9am 
if you are in grades 3-6. If you have a brother or sister in another class you can come together, just let 
your teacher know. 
 
Parent: My own question is that from crowding point of view. Would having a period of time 
(say 5 min) that kids arrive at school make it less crowded at the gate than if everyone is 
trying to enter at the exact time?? You will have the 15 minute time slot to arrive at school, so let’s 
hope that we can spread ourselves out! We are also asking that families utilise all four gates to enter 
the school to avoid congestion. The map of our four school entrances can be seen on page 6.  
 
Will my mum/dad be able to come with me to the classroom? No. Your parents w ill need to 
drop you off at the gate. But, Emma, Lucy, Judy and Carly will each be on a gate to say hello and help 
you. Another teacher can take you to class if you need help to get there. 

Will we be in the same classrooms as before? Yes. You will be in the same classrooms. Nothing has 
changed. If your class is in the grey brick you will be moving after the holidays to the red brick! How 
exciting! 

Will the 3/4s be returning to the red brick building? No. The classes in the grey-brick are 
moving into the red brick building next term. 
 
 

Break Times 

Will I be able to go and play outside with my friends at breaks? Yes, you w ill!  

Will break times be shorter? I  don ’t know yet. 
 
Will we be able to play on the playground ? You w ill be able to go on the playground at lunch 
and recess. The playground isn’t to be used before or after school. We will have a Junior time, and 
a  Senior time, just like we did in term 1. You will need to wash your hands before, and after, using the 
play equipment. 

Will there be more yard duties to make sure there's no physical contact? Yes. 
 
Will there be a maximum number of people allowed in play spaces? This is too hard to 
monitor. We are making a split lunch and recess though.  
 
Will I be able to play with friends from different classes at break time? We w ill stagger lunch 
times so P-2 will have play together, and 3-6 will play together. 
 
How many friends can I play with at break? Can I play with kids in grade 3/4 at break (I am  
in grade 2)? We are going to have to split lunches. The 3-6s will be allowed to play together, and 
the P-2s will have a different lunch and snack time. Sorry, Matilda. 
 
Will we be allowed to play basketball and footy with our friends? Yes. The sports equipment 
will be cleaned every day. 
 
Will I be able to bring my ball to school? Only if you really need to because we have plenty of 
equipment at school.  If you bring something from home, let your teacher know and wash it straight 
away. And, as always, you will need to use hand sanitiser before you leave the classroom for playtime, 
and when you go back inside. 

The Future 

Will we have a celebration when everything is 
back to normal? (And will there be cake?)  
If there is cake I will be there! We are planning to 
celebrate your first morning back but we are not 
telling you what this looks like yet. In fact we don’t 
even know what this will look like, either! 
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TRANSITION BACK TO SCHOOL 

Following the recent announcement from the Victorian Government, the following arrangements will 
take place as Brunswick South West students commence a staged return to school.  
 

 
 
 
Registered children of essential workers or vulnerable children, who have not returned to classroom 
learning, may continue to attend the Remote Learning at School program up to and including Friday 5 
June. Please contact the school if you require care. Out of School Hours Care will be operating and 
children should be registered with Camp Australia if attending. 
 
If you have a child who is unable to return to school due to reasons beyond your control, please contact 
Emma to discuss: fuller.emma.l@edumail.vic.gov.au 
 
WHAT MEASURES WILL BE IN PLACE FOR STUDENTS RETURNING FROM TUESDAY 26th MAY? 
The safety and wellbeing of all members of our school is of paramount importance at this time. In 
response to government and department guidelines, it is important that we give consideration to steps 
that can be taken to reduce the number of adults congregating at the school at any one time, including 
parents and carers at peak times such as drop-off and pick-ups. During each stage of students returning 
to school, the following health and safety measures will apply – please read carefully: 
 

Drop-offs 
IF YOUR CHILD IS UNWELL OR SHOWING ANY SYMPTOMS OF ILLNESS PLEASE KEEP THEM 
HOME. 
 
Students in Years 3-6 w ill begin entering school grounds at 8:45-8:55 and go straight to their 
classrooms. Upon entry they will be required to use hand sanitiser. Parents are encouraged to drop 
students at one of the school gates and leave from there. If their child is upset, the parent can walk with 
the student to the classroom and drop the student at the room. Parents may not enter the classroom. In 
cases where years 3-6 parents have had to come into the school, they will need to be out of the school 
grounds before 9:00.  
 
Students in Years 1 and 2 w ill begin entering the school grounds at 9:00-9:10 and go to their 
classrooms. They will be required to hand sanitise upon entry. Parents are encouraged to drop students 
at one of the school gates and leave from there. If their child is upset, the parent can walk with the 
student to the classroom and drop the student at the room.  The teacher will take the student inside 
(there will be other teachers/Education Support staff supporting the classroom teachers with this) – 
parents may not enter the classroom. In cases where parents have come into the school grounds to 
drop their child in, they will need to be out of the school grounds by 9:15. 
 
Preps w ill arrive from 9:15-9:30 and go straight to class. They will use hand sanitiser upon entry to 
the classroom. Prep parents are encouraged to say goodbye to their child at one of the school gates. 
However, if they need to be taken to a classroom, one parent may walk their child to the classroom but 
must socially distance from others. Parents can not come into the classroom – the classroom teacher 
and other support teachers will support upset students.  
 
Waratah Students w ill arrive from 9:30 through the main gate. 
Late arrivals (after 10am) w ill need to come to the office to be signed in. 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  
SIBLINGS: If you have children across multiple age groups, they are able to arrive at the same time. 
Please make arrangements with your children’s teachers so they are aware of what time your child will 
be arriving. We suggest you arrive at the latest time for your child (e.g. if you have a prep child, 
bringing all your children at 9:15). 
 
 

Monday 25 May: Student Free Day (no remote learning - teachers will be preparing for the 
return of students to school)  
 
Tuesday 26 May: Prep, Year 1, Year 2 students return to school. Year 3-6 students 
continue Remote Learning  
 
Monday 8 June: Queen's Birthday public holiday  
 
Tuesday 9 June: Year 3 to Year 6 students return to school  
 
Friday 26 June: Last day of Term 2. We normally finish at 2:30, but we w ill inform you 
of pick up times for this day nearer the time. 

mailto:fuller.emma.l@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Drop-offs cont.  
*Emma, Lucy, Judy and Carly will be at each of the four entry points to the school each morning and 
every afternoon. If driving, parents are encouraged to consider using the back entrances to the school 
where your child can be dropped off directly from the car. A map of the grounds can be found below. 
 
**The play equipment will not be in use before or after school. This includes on the weekends. Please let 
other people in our community know about this rule. Children will be able to use the play equipment 
during the school day and it will be cleaned after each play time. 
 
***Education Support staff are to wear orange vests and support leadership on the gates.  
 
****Any child who is registered for OSHC will need to stay with their teacher before school whilst 
waiting for classmates to arrive, or after school until Camp Australia starts at 3:30pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are trying to avoid parents all using the main entry. Remember we have four gates for you to use to 
enter and exit the school. Each gate will be manned by a member of leadership. Please do not crowd at 
the gates and leave immediately. Please abide by social distancing rules at all times for your safety. 

TRANSITION BACK TO SCHOOL 

Gate 2 

Gate 1 

Gate 3 

Gate 4 
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TRANSITION BACK TO SCHOOL 

Pick Ups 
Early Departures: Please contact the office on 93876886 to make arrangements for early 
departures. 
 
Prep students w ill finish at 3:00pm. Their teachers w ill take them to an area on the oval at 
3:00 and parents will be required to collect their child from the oval. Parents are required to socially 
distance on the oval. Please be mindful of which gate you exit from. If you see a crowd, move away. 
 
Years 3-6 w ill finish at 3:15pm. Their teachers w ill take them an area on the oval at 3:15 and 
parents will be required to collect their child from the oval. Parents are required to socially distance on 
the oval. Please be mindful of which gate you exit from. If you see a crowd, move away. 
 
Years 1 and 2 w ill finish at 3:30pm. Their teachers w ill take them an area on the oval at 3:30 
and parents will be required to collect their child from the oval. Parents are required to socially distance 
on the oval. Please be mindful of which gate you exit from. If you see a crowd, move away. 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  
SIBLINGS: If you have children across multiple age groups, they are able to leave at the same time. 
Please make arrangements with your children’s teachers so they are aware of what time your child will 
be leaving. 
 

Contact with teachers 
 We aim to minimise the face-to-face contact of our staff with parents.  However it is crucial that we 

continue to have open channels of communication. Please don’t hesitate to email your child’s 
teacher, or phone the school, to communicate with your child’s teacher or with a member of 
leadership. 

 If you need to visit the office, we recommend calling the school first on 9387 6886 to see whether 
it is something that can be resolved over the phone. The office is open from 8:30am to 4pm. 

 
 

Students 
 As a school we will be asking children to be respectful of each other’s personal space. 

 A student who is unwell (even a slight cold) must stay home and is not to attend school until well 
again.  

 If a child shows signs of illness, parents will be contacted to collect them from school.  

 Students should bring a full water bottle each day, as drinking from bubble taps will not be 
permitted. Water bottles can be filled at drinking troughs.  

 Students will be reminded to wash hands regularly (liquid soap provided at all locations).  

 Hand sanitiser will be available in classrooms and students will be required to use it when entering 
and leaving the classroom. 

 At the end of last term we sent home all asthma pumps, EpiPens and medication. Please ensure 
you return this to school, the medication is in date, and the office has all up to date forms 
completed and signed. If in doubt, please contact the office ASAP to discuss. 

 We would prefer that bikes and scooters were not brought into the school grounds unless 
absolutely necessary. This is to avoid congestion and issues with overcrowding in the bike sheds. If 
you do cycle to school with your children please leave your bikes outside of the grounds. 

 
Returning to school is an important step towards re-establishing regular routines. We again thank 
parents for their support and hard work during the period of Home Learning.  
 
It is recognised that some parents may still wish to keep their children home from school due to 
concerns about COVID-19. It is important for parents to advise the school of student absence as you 
would normally do. However, as teachers will have resumed face-to-face teaching, online learning will no 
longer be provided to students after their year level has returned to school. It is not feasible for teachers 
to deliver both a face-to-face and an online curriculum.  
 
As we transition from Home Learning back to school, we ask for your patience as new procedures and 
habits are implemented across the school. 



Brunswick South West Primary School 

Newsletter 

Page 8 

SCHOOL COUNCIL UPDATE 
School Council President update – May 2020 
 
School Council met on 18 May 2020. It was our second virtual school council meeting. Many of us were 
disappointed to miss the Lego Masters Finale but we pressed on! 
 
At the meeting School Council unanimously passed a motion acknowledging, and expressing our 
appreciation for, the incredible efforts of all BSWPS staff during this period of remote learning. We also 
had the opportunity to hear from Lucy about the feedback from parents about remote learning. We 
share our community’s gratitude for the work of school leadership and all of our teaching and support 
staff at this time. 
 
Emma has been keeping myself and other councillors informed as plans for the return to school have 
been developed. We have had the opportunity to provide feedback into the plan that you have now 
received. Things will be different to what we are all used to, but I have confidence that our school 
leaders, our teachers and our children will continue to adapt and support each other.  
 
School Council also agreed to key elements of our new volunteer policy. Some of the changes around 
working with children’s checks will be new for our community. Parents attending school excursions and 
volunteering in classrooms will be required to have a working with children check. This change reflects 
our school’s commitment to creating the safest possible environment for our children while recognising 
that community involvement in our school is what makes BSWPS special. Volunteering at out of hours 
events like the fete or the art show will not be impacted. Of course, COVID-19 means that sadly many 
of the opportunities to be involved in our school are on hold. This does however provide an opportunity 
for you to get your WWC sorted. I have applied for mine this week and can confirm it is easy and free! 
 
School Council also approved the redevelopment of the junior play area (between the basketball court, 
library and oval) into a school community hub and nature play space. This work will be funded by the 
VSBA and will be a wonderful addition to our school grounds. The Building and Grounds sub-committee 
continues to work to improve our school grounds and play spaces and we are very thankful for their 
dedication. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have anything you would like to discuss. My email is 
Jorgensen.Ann.A@edumail.vic.gov.au. Excuse the confusion around my name - Ann Jorgensen and Ann 
Catchlove are one and the same person!  

Ann Catchlove 
School Council President 
Brunswick South West Primary School 

 

National Simultaneous Storytime 
 
National Simultaneous Storytime is back for its 20th year! Join us on Wednesday 27 May 2020 at 
11:00am as we head into the world of Whitney and Britney the Chicken Divas! 
 
National Simultaneous Storytime (NSS) is held annually by the Australian Library and Information 
Association (ALIA). Every year a picture book, written and illustrated by an Australian author and 
illustrator, is read simultaneously in libraries, schools, pre-schools, childcare centres, family homes, 
bookshops and many other places around the country. Now in its 20th successful year, it is a 
colourful, vibrant, fun event that aims to promote the value of reading and literacy, using 
an Australian children's book that explores age-appropriate themes, and addresses key learning areas 
of the National Curriculum for Foundation to Year 6. 
 
Link to story via Story Box Library: 
 
https://storyboxlibrary.com.au/stories/whitney-and-britney-chicken-divas 
Username: bswps 
Password: bswps 

mailto:Jorgensen.Ann.A@edumail.vic.gov.au
https://storyboxlibrary.com.au/stories/whitney-and-britney-chicken-divas
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JUGGLING DURING ISOLATION 

I certainly feel like it has been a juggle working 
from home! Trying to keep up with the online 
meetings and planning and checking kids work, 
plus all the new technology we have been 
learning! Then, I somehow need to find time to 
encourage and support Clem with her learning 
(encourage is the most difficult!). Plus, I feel like 
I am feeding people (myself included) and then 
cleaning up ALL DAY. But as time has gone on 
we've got used to it, and I've learned to be kind 
to myself and my family and just do what we 
can without feeling guilty.—Jacqui 

An example of one of our struggle days. I have 
left out the word juggle as that implies some 
control over the balls! On Mondays I have 
been teaching a 2 hour law class which has 
moved online via Zoom. I am in the study 
teaching my class. My year 7 daughter is doing 
her online cello class down the other end of the 
house. Our internet is struggling - I am thinking I 
have bored my students into a stupor and then 
realise the internet has frozen again. Rob, my 
husband, is taking a long and important work call 
in the backyard trying to escape the kids. Our 
three primary school children seize the 
unsupervised moment and leap around their poor 
sister whose cello lesson is already struggling with 
glitchy internet. Later that week an email comes 
from the high school setting out appropriate work 
practices for instrumental music lessons. I can't 
help but feel that it was directed entirely at our 
household! —Ann 

Juggling in Iso...a mathematical 
perspective from Kim. 
 
I have 3 children (and three different jobs not 
including being a parent and partner!). 
At any one time during the day there were 5 
devices sucking up bandwidth and 
electricity in our house. 
We started out the duration with 8 lives to 
care for in our home (until our poor guinea pig 
went to the great grassy meadow in the sky). 
My plans this term changed, and I didn't 
spend 13 weeks travelling in Europe as 
planned. 
I have had to juggle 21 different online 
platforms...Webex, Zoom, Loom, Seesaw, 
Compass, Gmail, Google Drive, etc, etc... 
arrrgggghhh!!! 
I feel like I have aged an extra 34 years... 
(which means I could actually be retired by 
now!!). 
I baked and ate about 55 more sweets treats 
(and sourdough loaves) than I actually 
needed to eat. 
 
So, to all you smarty pants kids... out 
there... using your mathematical powers 
of deduction, see if you can work out how 
many times I said I wished this term (no 
sorry, this year!!) was something we could 
just look back on and remember as 'that year 
where we got to hang out with our kids and 
squeeze in extra cuddles, and read more 
books, watch more films, go for more 
walks  and dress up for more formal 
dinners, together as a family'? 
 
And if you could work that out... at the end of 
it all, how many silver linings can we find?  
—Kim 

Following the relocation of both my husband and I 
to working from home in March, and the move to 
remote learning, I have had to stop work in order 
to support my son who is only in Prep this year, 
and manage the care of our younger daughter. It 
has been a staged process where we initially 
thought we could do it all, realised we couldn’t, 
decided I needed to stop work, increased my 
daughter’s days at child care and finally relocated 
my husband to my father’s home during the day 
(as he is still working in an office) to escape the 
household chaos. Each week I have discovered 
new lows, but equally special moments which, as 
Emma pointed out to me, will be the memories 
that I hold onto. That is, once I get to socialise 
with adults again, see my husband and get my 
dining room table back from craft central!! 
—Georgie  

One ball for my work, one skittle and one 
shoe for school-at-home, a beanbag for Ross
-time (but I can't seem to find this one), 
other random objects thrown into the mix... 
 
A 'new-normal' day ends with everything on 
the floor accompanied by crying and/or 
laughter; a good day ends with one item still 
in the air, accompanied by crying and/or 
laughter, and a glass of wine. And a little 
feeling of success, re-imagined. 
 
And regardless of where the objects end up, 
if I've been able to taker a short walk outside 
and feel the sun on my face, or have had a 
special moment of connecting with someone 
in my family or in my street, I'm learning to 
be grateful for that too... 
 
Agggh... what's that? Incoming flaming fire-
torch?! (aka. work deadline). Got to go!!  
—Ross 
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Last Friday the 3/4s came together for an online talent show. Students 
from all the 3/4 classes recorded videos from home of their own 

wonderful talents. It was fantastic to see what everyone's been up to 
from silly walks to musical performances and gymnastics! A big thanks to 
Tom who put all our videos together to watch on our zoom with all of 3/4. 

We hope you enjoy some of the screenshots from our videos! 

3/4 TALENT SHOW 

Ara 

Bram 

Callum 
Max 

Over the next week, May 27th-June 3rd, BSWPS is recognising National Reconciliation Week.  

“At its heart, reconciliation is about strengthening relationships between Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples 
and non-Indigenous peoples, for the benefit of all Australians.” 

This year’s theme, fitting for the times, is “In This Together”, which recognises every Australian’s role in creating a 
society that is just and equitable for all.  

Schools are encouraged to participate in the ongoing process of reconciliation by embedding awareness of and 
respect for the diverse and rich cultures of Australian Indigenous people, in learning programs. Whilst this week is a 
great time to highlight these things, we must remember that the business of reconciliation is ongoing, and there are 
many opportunities throughout the school year to increase our knowledge, deepen our understanding and strengthen 
our relationships in the name of reconciliation.  

At Brunswick South West, we acknowledge the traditional owners of the land on which we learn, the Wurundjeri 
people of the Kulin nation. We pay our respects to their elders past, present and emerging.  

Over the next few weeks, children across the school will be creating their own Acknowledgment of Country, specific to 
the land on which we come together to learn. As a family you might like to investigate local language groups and find  

 

NATIONAL RECONCILIATION WEEK 

out the names and significance of local landmarks and 
features such as creeks, flora and fauna. These can be 
incorporated into a meaningful, relevant Acknowledgement 
of Country. By building this knowledge together, we are 
strengthening our relationships to one another, to the land 
and its First Peoples. We are doing the work of 
reconciliation.       

For more information about National Reconciliation Week 
and associated education initiatives, please visit the NRW 
website https://www.reconciliation.org.au/ 

https://www.reconciliation.org.au/
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AUSTRALIAN MATHS 
COMPETITION 

 
BSWPS will once again be offering the Australian 

Maths Competition on July 30, 2020.  
 

The AMC is an engaging 30-problem competition 
that demonstrates the importance and relevance of 
mathematics in students’ everyday lives; it is open 

to students in grades 3 to 6. This is an optional 
competition that will be run by classroom teachers. 
It will take place during the school day on school 

grounds.  
 

If you are interested in enrolling your child, please 
complete the consent form and pay $6.50 by July 

15, 2020. The consent form can be found on 
Compass. Payment can be processed online as well 

(this is the preferred method). 

We asked some of our teachers... 

‘What are you most looking forward to about returning to school?’ 

I am excited to plan my outfits, I can't wait to 
wear all of my online shopping purchases. 
—Dom 

I am looking forward to being in the room 
with the children and getting back to being a 
community, with our traditions and routines, 
having a laugh together and helping the 
children learn in the moment. 
—Sarah 

“Kevin Laoshi is excited that he can finally 
sing Chinese songs, learn martial arts and 

practise Chinese hacky sack with his 
students!!” 

—Kevin 

I just bought my all time favourite 
German children's book: Emil and 

the detectives (Emil und die 
Detektive). I love this book and can't 
wait to read it to my class, starting 

next week. See you soon. 
—Uli 

I am looking forward to seeing 20 gap toothed 
smiles from my class daily. My cat, Olive, doesn’t 

really smile at me. 
—Ashley 

I’m looking forward to seeing some of my boys in my grade work as a team building towers, 
space stations, forts and race tracks using Kapla blocks! Watching students enjoying drawing 
pictures of their friends, colouring in animals, playing board games and singing in the 
mornings.  But also the morning routine of saying hello to each other in the classroom in circle 
time, listening to funny stories and encouraging each other when we complete something new 
for the first time.  Looking forward to seeing everyone and having fun back at school!  
—Hayden 

“I feel I need a holiday, a very long 
holiday, as I have told you before. 
Probably a permanent holiday: I don't 
expect I shall return…”  
Bilbo Baggins – The Shire (a.k.a Ben) 

I can't wait to see some of the drawings and artwork 
everyone has been doing at home. 
—Felicity 
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LEARNING FROM HOME  
Online programs to get young people reading and writing at home 

 
What works best for a young audience is interactive content that has been developed explicitly 
for and about them. Footscray’s 100 Story Building has partnered with Sydney’s Story Factory 
to develop the ‘A User’s Guide to a Pandemic’ range of online school workshops and after-
school workshops. These workshops are ‘designed to prompt students to consider aspects of 
the current situation’ and include support materials that have been developed to encourage 
young people to create works that help them process all their coronavirus feelings. The 100 
Story Building website also has many free videos and activities that are sure to engage 
students in grades 5–12, helping them up their creative game by speaking to them on their 
level. 
 
https://www.100storybuilding.org.au/learn-at-home-resources 
https://www.storyfactory.org.au/pandemic 
 
Another great online program aimed at encouraging kids tap into their creativity is YA author 
Lili Wilkinson’s virtual 10-week masterclass. Wilkinson is known for her engaging and practical 
workshops, and her new offer supports young writers to develop their work either solo (for a 
fee) or via their school. ‘The videos are short and sharp, they are easily accessible for English 
as an Additional Language (EAL) students, and they address each component of writing in a 
small chunk. 

http://www.liliwilkinson.com.au/masterclass 

Another great example of this comes from junior fiction and YA writers Emily Gale and Nova 
Weetman, who have paired up to create an engaging online resource featuring 10 creative 
writing videos (with tasks) for young people aged 9–14 (I can vouch for these as super user-
friendly and engaging) 

https://emilyandnova.weebly.com/ 

Children’s writer Andrew McDonald and illustrator Ben Wood have partnered up to launch The 
Super Coo Club channel on YouTube. A riff on their bestselling ‘Real Pigeon’ junior fiction books, 
this ‘very special pigeon chat show—with lots of drawing, storytelling and creative challenges’ 
has done well with their intended audience. T 

https://realpigeons.com/the-super-coo-club/ 

 

This is an article by Adele Walsh from May 20, 2020. Adele Walsh has been an advocate for 
youth literature for over a decade. She was previously program coordinator for the Centre for 
Youth Literature, and now designs professional development and event programs for La Trobe 
University Library.  
 

NETBOOK PAYMENTS 
Friendly reminder that Netbook payments are due at the beginning of each term as per the signed rental 
agreements. 
 
If you have any queries regarding charges on your account, or, would like to discuss payment plans, 
please contact the school on 9387 6886. 

Payments can be made via: 
Online       BPAY – it is critical you use the correct    

  reference number as printed on your family   
  statement 

Phone  Credit Card – via phone, 9387 6886 
School Office EFTPOS for debit card and credit card. 

   
 
Thank you for your support in making this such as successful learning program  
at our school. 

https://www.storyfactory.org.au/pandemic
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCs1o2Kxv8HCaxxppimwzqw/videos
https://www.100storybuilding.org.au/learn-at-home-resources/activities-to-do
https://www.100storybuilding.org.au/learn-at-home-resources
https://www.storyfactory.org.au/pandemic
http://www.liliwilkinson.com.au/virtual-appearances
http://www.liliwilkinson.com.au/masterclass
http://www.emilyandnova.com/
https://emilyandnova.weebly.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHr4nXZVvyWvhfJCE_2KcJg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHr4nXZVvyWvhfJCE_2KcJg
https://realpigeons.com/the-super-coo-club/
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GARDENING WITH BEN 

Remember to email me with your questions and stories. 
Wilhelms.Benjamin.S@edumail.vic.gov.au 
 

Happy gardening everyone.   

What is flowering in the garden? 
 
We often think of spring time as being the main season for flowers, but as we are approaching the start 
of winter, we can find several plants in the garden that are in full bloom.  Flowers at this time of year 
are really important as they help the bees, butterflies and birds survive through the winter when there is 
less food around for them.  What flowers can you see growing at the moment in your garden or the 
gardens in your street?  Take a photo of your favourite flower and send me an email. 
 
These are flowering in the school garden now… 

New Fence around the Veggie Patch 
 
Over the last few weeks, I’ve been busy working on this new fence around the veggie patch.  Now that 
the fence is finished, it’s time to start planting some new vegetables.  During the gardening sessions next 
week for Prep and Grade 1/2, we will be preparing the soil and planting seeds and seedlings in this area.  
The new fence will be great for climbing plants.  At this time of year we can plant climbing snow peas. 

Broad Beans.  
These flowers once 
pollinated will grow 

beans to eat. 

Salvia.   
Everyone calls it 

honeysuckle because 
you can pick the flower 
and suck out the nectar. 

Mountain Marigold. 
. 

Lion’s Ear.   
The flower petals look 
like the ear of a lion. 

Lavender.   
A favourite of the bees. 

mailto:Wilhelms.Benjamin.S@edumail.vic.gov.au


Brunswick South West Primary School 

Newsletter 

Page 14 

              ART CORNER 

Inspired work 
by some of our 

grades 3-6!   
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