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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT  

Any other existing calendar events will be reassessed and 
announced at a later date.   

 
Please keep an eye on the Compass Community Calendar.  

2020 CALENDAR 

Mon 8 June  Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday—No School 

Fri 26  June  Final Day for CSEF Applications 

Fri 26  June 2:30pm Last Day of Term 2—Early Finish 

Mon 13 July  First day of Term 3 

Tue 1 Sep  School Photo Day (rescheduled from April) 

times, by providing a question and 
answer session. You’ll read more about 
that in this newsletter, too. You’ll also 
notice we are looking for parents to join 
some of our subcommittees. Please let 
us know if you want more information. 
 
On Friday Mitch, the site manager, 
found this tiny Microbat. We called him 
‘Mitch the Microbat’. He was looking a 
bit skinny, and a bit lost. Mitch 
contacted Wilderness Victoria who came 
to check his health, and they have 
taken him to feed him and care for him 
for a while before he’s well enough to 
return to wildlife. What an amazing find! 

Hello everybody, 
 
It has been great to catch up with so many families this week on the telephone. I have loved 
touching base and hearing everyone’s voices including being able to speak to the children. It’s also 
been great to see creative movie clips, writing pieces, and photos of your learning. It makes my day 
to hear from you. Even though we are apart, I still feel a strong sense of community. If anyone has 
any great ideas on how we can connect even more, please don’t hesitate to send me an email and 
we can see if we can make it happen. 
 
You will find that this newsletter is packed. Judy has returned to work this term, and it is great to 
have her back. She has been working on our Child Safe documentation, and you will see more of that 
in this newsletter. Thank you, Judy. Lucy has been helping the teams with the remote teaching and 
learning. Our teachers have been doing a fantastic job, and it has been great to pass on such 
positive feedback to them all. Well done! Ben, the gardener, is keen to support you in your isolation  
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I would like to take this opportunity to thank Katrina for the tree yarn bombing on the front fence. I 
caught her in the holidays when she thought nobody was looking! Thank you for brightening up our 
school, Katrina. 
 
You will notice that, if you do walk through the school grounds on the weekends or after school, the 
water bubblers and play equipment have been taped off. Please do not use the play equipment or use 
the taps. I am doing all I can to ensure the safety of our community and appreciate your support 
during this time. 
 
I hope you are all well and coping in the current situation. If any of you have any concerns about your 
children/family’s wellbeing, please let me know. Look after yourselves, and take care of each other. 
 
Emma 

Caught in the act! Thanks, Katrina! 

I was very pleased to see the building 
works progressing so rapidly during our 

walkthrough this week.  
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COVID-19 Kids – what if?  
 
When people say kids are going to be ‘behind’ I say, behind what?? 
Not each other- they’re all in the same boat. Only ‘behind’ the age 
expectations of a curriculum that currently has limited context due 
to these extraordinary circumstances. In front on so many other 
more important fronts I say.  
 
What if instead of “behind” this group of kids is advanced because 
of this. 
What if they have more empathy, they enjoy family connection, 
they can be more creative and entertain themselves, they love to 
read, they love to express themselves in writing. 
 
What if they enjoy the simple things, like their own backyard and 
sitting near a window in the quiet?  
What if they notice the birds and the dates the different flowers 
emerge, and the calming renewal of a gentle rain shower? 
 
What if this generation is the one to learn to cook, organise their 
space, do their laundry, and keep a well-run home? 
What if they learn to stretch a dollar and to live with less?  
What if they learn to plan shopping trips and meals at home? 
What if they learn the value of eating together as a family and 
finding the good to share in the small delights of the everyday? 
 
What if they are the ones to place great value on our teachers and 
educational professionals, librarians, public servants and the 
previously invisible essential support workers like truck drivers, 
grocers, cashiers, custodians, logistics, and health care workers 
and their supporting staff, just to name a few of the millions taking 
care of us right now while we are sheltered in place? 
 
What if among these children, a great leader emerges who had the 
benefit of a slower pace and a simpler life, who has a fine sense of 
empathy and care and concern for fellow humans.  
 
What if he or she truly learns what really matters in all this… 

 
              - A wise individual  
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SCHOOL COUNCIL UPDATE 
Message from Ross Allen 

Dear BSWPS community, 

Councillors elected our 2020 office bearers at the (online) school council meeting on Wednesday 15 April, 
as communicated in the school newsletter last week. I warmly congratulate Ann Catchlove on being 
appointed as president and thank her for taking on this leadership role. I also congratulate Philip Carr on 
being reappointed as Treasurer, and Anna Fogarty on her appointment as Secretary and as a community 
member of school council. I look forward to working with and supporting Ann, Emma and all councillors 
in my new role as Vice-President. 

Congratulations to all new and returning councillors, and thank you to everyone who nominated for 
school council. Thank you to parents and carers who have joined one of school council’s sub-committees 
(where much of council’s work is undertaken): buildings & grounds, education, engagement, and grants 
& fundraising. We invite other parents and carers interested in joining these sub-committees to contact 
one of our councillors to discuss this. 

School council has an important governance role, but is just one of the many ways our community 
supports our students, our school and each other. School council is extremely grateful for everyone’s 
engagement and contributions. 

Congratulations to Emma on the extension of her Acting Principal position. A warm welcome back to Judy 
as Assistant Principal after her time-off trekking in nature, and congratulations to Lucy on being 
appointed Assistant Principal. We look forward to continuing to work with you all. 

Capital Works 

I’m pleased to report that construction works are progressing well, and are are proceeding with adapted 
work practices to meet current COVID-19 response requirements. Emma and I meet regularly (now also 
online) with Mitch Smith and the Alchemy Construct team, and with Bruno Imeneo (VSBA) and Baldasso 
Cortese architects to discuss works progress and to manage impacts on teaching and learning. 

Construction works to date have focused on internal upgrades to the Red Brick Building. Trenching 
associated with essential services upgrades were undertaken over the school holidays to minimize 
disruption to the school. The temporary office in the Grey Brick Building has also been fitted out. 
Upcoming works include ongoing internal works to the Red Brick Building, preparatory works for the lift, 
and whole-school fire and electrical services upgrades. 

Construction works are on-track for completion prior to the start of the 2021 school year. 

With Gratitude 

As immediate past president, I thank everyone who has contributed to our school over the last two 
years, and everyone who has supported me over this time. I’m extremely grateful. I’m heartened by 
how our community is supporting each other as we journey toward a new normal. I’m proud to be part 
of this community. 

I sincerely thank our wonderful staff; thank you for your dedication and understanding and kindness, 
especially as we navigate school-at-home. Your willingness and ability to rapidly learn new skills and 
adapt you teaching practice is admirable. Your efforts to reach out to every student, and their parents 
and carers, is a testament to your commitment to the education and wellbeing of our entire school 
community. Thank you, Emma, and Lucy, for the exceptional leadership you continue to provide in these 
challenging times; we are enormously grateful for your clear, calm and caring approach. 

And finally, thank you to all our students; thank you for continuing to teach us what is important, each 
on your own unique way. You are the reason we do what we do. 

Warmly, 

Ross Allen, former School Council President 
Brunswick South West Primary School 
Woiwurrung (Wurundjeri) Country - Kulin Nation 
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THE B.S.W.P.S. 

Hello kids! It’s Lucy here with some news for you! 
 
Over the next week, I am going to be putting together the inaugural edition of the BSW Kids Magazine – 
‘The Best School Work Pandemic Scrapbook (The BSWPS)’.  
 
This will be a ‘By Kids, For Kids’ magazine to help you be able to see what your friends and class-mates 
and school-mates have been getting up to at home. 
 
If you would like to feature in the first edition of our magazine, please do one of the following:  
Email me with something that you would be happy to be included in our magazine – it might be a photo, 
a drawing, a piece of work…. Be creative - you might like to share a recipe you have cooked, a great 
book you have read, a film you have loved, a photo of you learning a new skill, some gardening tips, 
something you have built or invented, an obstacle course you have made, a fact you have learnt or a 
great story you have written…. The possibilities are endless!  
 

 Please write a little blurb for me about what you are sending (unless it speaks for itself) 

 Please do not send more than one item. 

 When publishing, we will be using first names only 
OR 
 
Email me the answer to this question – ‘What has been the best thing about spending lots of time at 
home?’ 
 

Email me at williams.lucy.m@edumail.vic.gov.au  
by next Wednesday 29th April 

 
Can’t wait to hear from you! Lucy :) 

LEARNING FROM HOME RESOURCES 

In each newsletter we will provide you with some selected resources that you might like to access to help 
support your child’s learning. 
 
ABC Education 
Primary school students now have access to interactive learning resources to support their remote and 
flexible learning thanks to a partnership between the Victorian Government and the ABC.  
 
Students are able to watch programs on TV via ABC ME or online via ABC iview, and then complete 
learning activities linked to the programs. The activities for English, Mathematics, Science and Geography 
have been designed for primary school students and are aligned to the Victorian Curriculum. 
 
If you interested in accessing these resources, visit: https://www.abc.net.au/tveducation/ 
 
NASA: Climate Kids 
Is your child interested in science? This NASA initiative covers a wide range of topics including weather, 
climate, atmosphere, water, energy, plants, and animals: https://climatekids.nasa.gov/ 
 
Go Noodle 
Your child will most likely have participated in some of these movement videos at school. The website 
includes movement and mindfulness videos created by child development experts: https://
www.gonoodle.com/  
 
Stay tuned for more resources in next week’s newsletter! 

mailto:williams.lucy.m@edumail.vic.gov.au
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Femail.campaign-sdp.premier.vic.gov.au%2Fc%2FeJydUk2PmzAQ_TVwsYJsAws5cMgmSntopaqt2iMyMBtc4Q_ZQ6L99zX52pVTaaVKPnjGbx6PeW9ohjIfBEtlwymntOCM8oLnNGPZ05qWFa2K_X5X7urNNiloL5QV8qBXfrCZdaAkuOwo--xgjpmY07
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Femail.campaign-sdp.premier.vic.gov.au%2Fc%2FeJydUk2PmzAQ_TVwsYKMgRAOHLKJsntopaqt2iNyzBBc4Q_ZQ1b59zX5oBWptFIlH2bGb57H815bt0XW8jSWNaOM0pyllOUso0marCtalLTMD4d9sd9sd1FOBVeWy5Ne-dYm1oGS4JKzFMnJnBM-xn
https://www.abc.net.au/tveducation/
https://climatekids.nasa.gov/
https://www.gonoodle.com/
https://www.gonoodle.com/
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CHILD SAFE 

Dear BSWPS Community, 
 
I returned to BSWPS this term  from Long Service Leave over the 2020 term 1 period. I have returned to 
a school environment that is “different” but the same. Staff are working rigorously, just in a different 
way, and parents and students are equally as engaged in adapting and supporting a new way of 
learning. 
There are many new faces for me to become familiar with and I can’t wait to see everyone back here on 
site eventually. 
 
I have returned from some fantastic experiences combining hiking and other family/social events. The 
highlight was hiking the Three Capes along the coast of Tasmania. The experience, views, and 
friendships were invaluable. My holiday ended rather abruptly but I am grateful for the time I had. 
 
Part of my role as Assistant Principal is Student Welfare & Wellbeing. Child Safety is a critical aspect of 
that role. Currently I am working with the leadership and staff to ensure the school is compliant with The 
Child Safe Standards (https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/health/childprotection/Pages/
safeenviro.aspx) and working towards fulfilling our commitment to Child Safety. BSWPS Child Safety 
Code of Conduct states  ” Brunswick South West Primary School is committed to the safety and wellbeing 
of children and young people. Our school community recognises the importance of, and a responsibility 
for, ensuring our school is a safe, supportive and enriching environment which respects and fosters the 
dignity and self-esteem of children and young people, and enables them to thrive in their learning and 
development.”  Please make yourself familiar with this document (attached). It applies to all staff and 
includes contractors, volunteers and any other member of the school community involved in child-related 
work. The Code of Conduct applies in all school situations, including school camps and in the use of 
digital technology and social media.  
 
Please don’t hesitate to contact myself or any staff member  regarding any matters related to Child 
Safety. Child Safety is an ongoing process and we cannot become complacent. Child safety will be a 
regular item in the newsletter and assemblies and information  will be visible around the school. Please 
take the time to become familiar with this. I am working on documentation with staff and school council 
to continue our work to remain compliant with the Child Safe Standards and support our community.  
 
I hope everyone stays safe and feel free to contact me or any staff member if you have any concerns 
around your child’s welfare and wellbeing. 
 
Judy Harrington 
Assistant Principal 
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SCHOOL COUNCIL SUBCOMMITTEES 
Emma Fuller (Acting Principal) & Ann Catchlove (Council President) – are ex-officio members of all sub-committees – 
this means they are members by virtue of their respective roles. 
 

Engagement Subcommittee 

Current Members  

 Anita Brown-Major (SC Parent and Chair of committee)  

 Michael Williams (SC Parent) 

 Jackie Lynch (School parent) 

 Carly Rilen (BSWPS Teacher, SC member) 

 Lucy Williams (BSWPS Acting Principal) 
 

The Engagement Sub-Committee aims to ensure that the views of the school community are considered when School 

Council is making decisions and to ensure that the community knows who is on school council. Current 
projects include; helping welcome new families to the school, working with the school to set up Parent Rep program and 

assisting with the updating of the school website. 

 

New members: We always welcome new members, our meetings are held on the third Wednesday of the month at 

8.30am at the school. We are looking to co- opt a parent who has graphic design skills to assist with the Grade 5/6 

classes to update the school’s website.  Please contact anitaadrian16@gmail.com if you are interested in joining us.  

 

Buildings & Grounds Subcommittee 

Current Members 

 Ross Allen (SC President and Chair of committee) 

 Emma Fuller (Acting-Principal) 

 Melannie Waldron (BSWPS Teacher, SC member) 

 Rosie Nicholson (School parent) 

 Clea Cregan (School parent) 
  
The Building & Grounds subcommittee’s role is to oversee the maintenance and usage of school buildings, grounds and 
facilities which includes, but is not limited to, development and maintenance. The committee works closely with the 
school community to enhance and support the students’ school experience, and to celebrate the wonderful and unique 
environment we have at BSWPS. 
  
New Members: Buildings and Grounds are always looking for new members to join our subcommittee. Please 
contact Ross: ross.ax.allen@gmail.com if you are interested. 

 

Education Subcommittee 

Current Members 

 Lynette Gillman (SC parent and Chair of committee)  

 Judy Harrington (Assistant Principal)  

 Anna Syme (SC parent)  

 Julie Crouch (Parent)  

The Purpose of the Education Subcommittee is to assist School Council in fulfilling its education-related (teaching and 
learning) responsibilities. The Education subcommittee’s strategic focus is to: 

 develop, review and update (as necessary) school policies to reflect Department of Education (DET) 
requirements and support teaching and learning at Brunswick South-West Primary School 

 monitor and support the implementation of the School Strategic Plan and Annual Implementation Plan 

 undertake other education-related actives as directed by School Council.  

The Education Subcommittee assists School Council by exploring education-related matters in more detail than is 
possible at school council meetings, and provides opportunities to involve and utilise the expertise and experiences of 
members of the school community who are not members of School Council.  
New members always welcome. 
 

 

mailto:anitaadrian16@gmail.com
mailto:ross.ax.allen@gmail.com
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Finance Subcommittee 

Current Members 

 Philip Carr (SC parent and Convener) 

 Emma Fuller (Principal) 

 Ann Catchlove (SC parent) 

 Nerissa Gadsden (School Business Manager) 
 
The Finance Subcommittee assists the School Council in fulfilling its responsibility to oversee the school’s financial 
performance. 

  Making sure monies coming into the school are properly expended and authorised   

  That we have effective system of internal controls  
 - Financial activity is sound, accurate and legal  
 - Review budget submissions in details before they are presented to SC 
 - The school’s assets are safe  
 - Council can rely on the accuracy of the financial information it receives 

 The Finance Subcommittee assists the School Council in fulfilling its responsibility to oversee the school’s financial 
performance. 

 - The Finance Subcommittee provides advice, options and recommendations to the School Council 
 
Decision making authority resides with the School Council We normally meet once per month in the third week of the 
month at 8:15am. Membership of the Finance Subcommittee is restricted to members of the School Council. 
 
 

The NEW Grants & Fundraising Subcommittee  

Current Members 

 Sonia Ingham (SC member & chair of committee) 

 Rosie Nicholson (school parent) 

 Chloé Gaul (school parent)  

 Sarah Boyle (BSWPS teacher)  

 Plus the wider collective of school parents who offer their professional skills on an as needed basis: writing, 
editing, communications, graphic design, illustration, art, photography and more!  
 

The subcommittee’s role is to assist School Council adopt a strategic and planned approach to raise funds for school 
related purposes including to enhance students' educational opportunities. We’re here to work with the teachers, 
students and school leadership to secure funds that enable BSW students to have exceptional experiences at our school 
now and for years to come. The funds secured enable the school to go beyond what the limited government funding 
offers.   In short, we're about energy, enthusiasm, numbers, creating applications that ‘sing’ and never missing a funding 
opportunity to ensure, as it says out the front, BSWPS remains a GREAT STATE SCHOOL.     
  
What type of people are we looking for? 
There are plenty of ways to contribute; either by joining the formal committee or being part of the wider 'collective'.  The 
types of skills we're particularly interested in are: 

 writers, copywriters, editors, communication specialists 

 graphic designers, artists, photographers 

 do you have an eye for detail? Never miss a deadline? Love to research?  

 are you just one of those super organised individuals? 

 are you good at connecting dots? Talking with people? Maybe talking with teachers to source kids’ statements /
drawings to accompany applications 

 maybe you tick none of those boxes but are still keen to get involved.  
  

Interested? We’re excited about the potential so if this is something you're keen to be a part of please get in touch.  Also 
do you know about a new grant opportunity, matched work-place giving, government funding source? Let us know. 
 Sonia Ingham, Convenor & Council member - brunswick.sw.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au Attn: G&FR Committee 
   
Success already 
Even before the formal committee was established by Council late last year a small group of parents have been actively 
pursuing grant applications and running crowd-funding campaigns. We've had a 100% rate with recent grant applications 
and combined with the crowd-funding campaigns have been instrumental in raising more than $80,000 since mid-2018. 
The grants portion of those funds raised have come from: Transurban, Landcare, Woolworths, Telstra, Metro Trains, 
Nelson Alexander; and Federal Government Department of Education. These funds, along with the amazing fund-raising 
of the Twilight Fete and other events, have enabled the school to install a new multi-age adventure playground. 
  
 

mailto:brunswick.sw.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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The history & the future funding environment 
Council saw the need to adopt a more strategic and planned approach to the way our school sources income and how it 
spends it. We're about looking at the most effective, efficient and equitable ways to generating funds. The Twilight Fete 
and the many other events and stalls held throughout the year are also important and valuable parts of these fund-raising 
efforts but with the  extraordinary circumstances we now all face, the reliance on event based activities (at least in the 
short-term) is no longer possible. The opportunity to plan and apply for grant funding becomes all the more valuable in 
the current environment. Time and effort spent identifying the wider opportunities helps to strength and complement (or 
for now replace) event based activities so that our school can continue to offer exceptional experiences for the students 
of BSWPS.  

The Little Book Room offers a 
recommendation service, great book 

lists by age-group, and other lists such 
as "What to read after Harry Potter". 
They are also working hard to support 

Australian authors, illustrators, and 
local publishers: 

 
https://www.littlebookroom.com.au/ 

 
The Little Book Room online shop is 
open 24/7, our free local delivery 

service continues, we have a pick-up 
point at the front of the shop for 
takeaway purchases, and we'll be 

taking phone orders between 10-4pm 
Monday- Saturday: 9387 9837. 

 
To earn community benefit rewards for 
our school, mention Brunswick South 
West Primary School in the comments 
section on any online order or mention 
our name when making phone orders. 

 
Happy reading! 
- Jacinta and Jo 

LIBRARY TIME 

 
Hello! I’m at home, just like you and I’ve 
made cubby to share with my toys. I 
snuggle up inside and read stories to my 
toys. They like funny stories and stories 
about other toys, like this one if the picture 
which is about some teddies that go 
camping together.  
 
Maybe you could make a cubby at your 
place? You could climb inside and read and 
draw or chat with your toys. Maybe have a 
teddy-bear picnic!  
 
- Jacinta 

https://www.littlebookroom.com.au/
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GARDENING WITH BEN 

Hi everyone!  I’ve been hearing some great stories about your home gardening during this time when we 
are all stuck at home.  If you are lucky enough to have an outdoor area, working on your garden is a 
fantastic way to spend some time away from your screens and connect with nature.  If you live in an 
apartment or flat, you can still enjoy the benefits of growing some plants in pots on a window sill.   
 
 I’ve come up with a few ideas that I hope might inspire you to get out into the garden 
 
Make some compost 

 Composting is so easy, and it improves your garden soil while reducing your landfill rubbish. 

 Collect all your food scraps, including peelings and leftovers, and make sure they get put into your 
compost bin every day. 

 If you don’t have a compost bin, you can make a very simple one using a bucket with a lid. 

 Drill some holes in the base and around the bottom of the bucket then dig a hole in your garden 
and bury the bucket so that the lid is level with the top of the mulch. Put your food scraps in the 
bucket with a hand full of soil and the worms in your garden will enter through the holes and eat 
the food scraps. 

 https://www.abc.net.au/gardening/factsheets/free-range-worms/9437892 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grow some food 

 The best thing about gardening is that you can grow your own food! 

 It’s a perfect time of year to try growing some green leafy vegetables like silverbeet, parsley, 
spinach, kale and rocket.  They are really good for you, easy to grow, and you can eat them even if 
they don’t grow very big. 

 Have a go at sowing some seeds straight into the ground, in a pot outside or even inside on a 
window sill. 

 

Observe nature 

 I reckon nature is more interesting than TV, but you have to look closely to see the action. 

 In your backyard, or even in a park, find a part of the garden to sit down and look at for 10 
minutes.  In just one small area there will be all kinds of living plants and creatures all interacting 
with each other.  Look closely. What are they doing?  Can you tell a story of what you see? 

 If you get bored, it’s because you need to pay closer attention. 
 

If you have any gardening questions, send me an email.  Your question with an answer from me might 
even make it into next week’s newsletter.  Also, let me know what you are up to in the garden at home. I 
would love to hear your stories. 
 
Happy Gardening 
Wilhelms.Benjamin.S@edumail.vic.gov.au 

https://www.abc.net.au/gardening/factsheets/free-range-worms/9437892
mailto:Wilhelms.Benjamin.S@edumail.vic.gov.au
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I hope everyone is managing to do lots of drawing while they are at home. It's a great 
way to 'lose yourself' in something relaxing.  
 
Is everyone having fun creating a Home Learning Visual Arts Diary? Here is Max O's 
cover, maybe it will provide some inspiration.  
 
I am looking forward to looking at everyone's wonderful artwork in these diaries when 
school resumes.  
 
Happy drawing !! 
 
- Felicity 

ART CORNER 
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