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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
Hello everyone,
At long last we have a return date for our children to come back to school! We cannot wait to see all
their faces on that first day, and get back to some face-to-face teaching. I’d like to take this opportunity
to thank those of you who have completed the remote-learning survey which was sent out earlier this
week. If you haven’t had a chance to complete it, please take some time to. We need to remember that
there are some weeks left of remote learning, and we value all of your feedback. There are also some
questions there encouraging you to reflect on how your child feels about returning to school, and if there
are any extra supports we need to put in place for their return.
SURVEY LINK:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1OxDmrqebvrPmetkY_zDjnk_lBDt3-kL2VWos3gUL-wU/edit
Q&A with Emma
I would also like to hear from the children. If any of your children have any questions about what school
might look like, or what the school rules may be upon their return, please could you encourage them to
email me on fuller.emma.l@edumail.vic.gov.au. I will include some of these in next week’s newsletter as
a special Q&A session.
Returning to School
Our foundation, grade one and grade two students will be the first to return to school on Tuesday May
26. I understand this may cause some inconvenience if you have children across multiple year levels.
However, this staged response is one which will be taken by all Victorian Government Schools.
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Please remember that this is only a short time-frame of inconvenience, as all children will return to
school on Tuesday, June 9. I am currently in discussion with my staff and school council about the
logistics around what needs to be implemented at school. As soon as we have made these arrangements
I will send you information around all aspects of the school day and environmental changes to support us
in this transition back to a ‘new normal’ for BSWPS.
Building Works
Our building works are still on track, and we are about to enter the next phase of the works. The Grey
Brick (courtyard) classrooms will be moving into the main building over the holidays. The teachers will be
talking to their children about this move and engaging them in conversations about what the move will
look like and feel like. We are very much aware that the children may already be feeling a little anxious
or overwhelmed about returning to school, and adding yet another layer of a classroom move isn’t really
what we wanted to have to do. However, I am sure you understand that the building works have to go
ahead, and that we will make this transition as smooth and exciting as possible for the children. If you
have any questions about this, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Virtual Assembly
At 9am next Monday, May 18, the school will be holding a virtual assembly via Webex. This will be a
great chance to bring the school community together before the students begin returning and to
showcase some of what is happening around the school. (Virtual) attendance is open to all and we
encourage family members who are available to join your children for this event. The link for this event
will be sent via Compass so keep your eye out.
Discord
It has been brought to my attention that some of our senior students are using a program called Discord
to communicate with their friends whilst participating out-of-school-hours activities such as online
gaming. I have been informed by parents that this program has the potential to expose children to
contact from those outside their immediate friend circle which may include unknown adults. We
encourage parents to closely monitor their child’s online activity and to take the opportunity to build
upon the lessons taught in class by reminding your children about the importance of cyber safety. More
information about cyber safety and other online issues can be found using the link below:
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/bullystoppers/Pages/advicecybersafe.aspx
Juggling
I have had conversations with a number of parents who are
struggling to juggle the demands of life during this time. I
want our community to know that you are not alone in this
juggling act. If any of you are prepared to share what you
are struggling to juggle, please can you contact me with a
short passage of your struggles. It’s important for us all to
hear each other’s voices, and acknowledge that we really are
all in this together. I will include some examples in next
week’s newsletter.
As always, thank you so much for your messages of support.
It won’t be too much longer before we are able to see each
other (socially distanced) again!
Only a few weeks to go!
Emma

BSWPS SINGING
Although we can’t sing together at the moment, you can
certainly sing with your family. Start learning these songs and
when school goes back we can all sing together. I have
started a blog where I have posted some songs.
Have fun singing!
https://singbswps.global2.vic.edu.au/
Anya
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TRANSITION BACK TO SCHOOL
STAGE ONE
In the first stage, students in P rep, Grade 1 and Grade 2, and all students in specialist schools
will return to school from Tuesday 26 May.
Students in grades 3-6 will continue learning from home during this time.
To support all school staff to prepare for this transition, Monday 25 May will be a pupil-free day. That
means there will be no supervision at school on this day, either.
For those grades 3-6 students who cannot be supervised at home as well as vulnerable children, the
existing model of on-site schooling will remain in place during the two-week period from Tuesday May 26
to Tuesday 9 June. The current process that we are using for parents to indicate care required will
continue.

STAGE TWO
In the second stage of our return to on-site schooling, students in grades 3-6 will return to school from
Tuesday 9 June. All students w ill be expected to attend on site learning from this time.

WHAT IF I CHOOSE TO KEEP MY CHILD AT HOME?

Once a year level has returned, all students will be expected to attend school as normal. This means that
if you choose to keep your child/children home after their year level has returned to on-site schooling,
schools are no longer required to support their learning from home. This does not apply to children who
need to be absent for health or medical reasons. For those families, please contact us as soon as
possible so we can make an appropriate plan.
This same approach is being taken by all government schools in Victoria.

HEALTH

To support the health and wellbeing of all our students and staff, our school will continue an enhanced
cleaning routine and will encourage frequent hand washing.
If you child is ill or is feeling unwell, they must not attend school. They must remain home and seek
medical advice. The same applies to our staff. If your child needs to be collected as they are unwell,
please ensure that you organise your child to be picked up as soon as possible.
While the Chief Health Officer has advised that students will not be required to maintain physical
distancing at school, there will be a number of important changes to our school operations, consistent
with health advice. This will apply until further notice. I will provide more detail about our local school
context as soon as possible, but it is important to note that changes will include:



Possible adjusted arrangements for drop off and pick up, perhaps including staggered school start
and finish times (these will be decided upon with the staff and School Council, then communicated to
parents via Compass);
 Restrictions on access to the school site for anyone other than immediate school staff and students;
 The way we hold our parent meetings and interviews
We understand that some families may feel anxious about this move back to classroom teaching and
learning. I can assure you that this decision has been taken on the basis of the best health advice
available to our state.
More information about the return to school and coronavirus (COVID-19) can be found on the
Department’s website, which will continue to be updated:
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/department/Pages/coronavirus.aspx
Need this information in another language? Here is a link to the website with the two-stage return to
school plan translated in six additional languages:

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/Pages/staged-return-translated-advice.aspx
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GARDENING WITH BEN
As the weather starts to cool, it’s not quite as appealing to head outside and
work in the garden. But there are some ways we can experience the joys of
growing plants indoors.
Here are some plant growing ideas that you might like to try on your window
sill at home.
Avocado Pip

The big pip in the centre of an avocado is actually a seed, and it will grow a new avocado tree. An easy
way to start them growing is by pushing 3 or 4 toothpicks into the side of the pip, then resting the pip
on the top of a glass or jar full of water. Keep the jar topped up so that the base of the pip is always
touching the water. It might take a week or two to germinate, but it’s worth the wait. When it’s out
grown the jar, it can be potted up into soil or planted in the ground.
https://www.abc.net.au/gardening/factsheets/ripper-idea---avocado/11184802

Carrot Tops

When we eat a carrot, we are eating the root.
When carrots get chopped up in the kitchen, we
usually throw away the top where the stems and
leaves grew from. By saving these little tops, you
can have a go at re-growing the stems and
leaves. All you need is a small dish and some
cotton buds or paper towel. Put your carrot tops
on the cotton buds and make sure they don’t dry
out. Once they start, they grow very quickly.

Seeds in a Tea Bag

Used teabags can be recycled to help germinate
seeds. The tea leaves when they are wet, act very
much like soil. Save a used teabag and let it cool
down. Place it flat on a saucer and cut a little hole
in the top with a pair of scissors. This is where
you put your seed. Make sure to keep the teabag
moist. If it dries out, the seed won’t germinate.
Try growing a pip from your apple or mandarin, or
any other seeds you may have.

Remember to email me with your questions and stories.
Wilhelms.Benjamin.S@edumail.vic.gov.au

Happy gardening everyone.
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ART CORNER
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