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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT  

2020 CALENDAR 

w/c 

Mon 

15-

21 
March  Harmony Week 

Mon 23 March 7:00-9:00pm School Council Meeting 

Fri 27 March 2:30pm  End of Term 1 (Early Pick Up)  

Tue 14 April  
Curriculum Day—Pupil-free Day (no 

students) 

Wed 15 April 9:00am First day of Term 2 for students 

Thu 30 April  School Photo Day 

All other existing calendar events will be reassessed and announced in Term 2.  
Please keep an eye on the Compass Community Calendar.  

There will be no Monday school assemblies until further notice.  

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for all the support and care 
you have shown to myself and our staff here at Brunswick South West 
Primary School. We are so lucky to have such a supportive community, and it 
is at times like this that our community really pulls together. After school 
yesterday, Ben and I decided to take Margaret, one of our neighbours, a 
dozen eggs from our chickens. Needless to say, Margaret was extremely 
grateful and even posed for the newsletter. I hope you enjoyed your eggs for 
tea, Margaret! If anyone knows of someone who is requiring help at this 
time, e.g. needs a bar of soap, some giant zucchinis (we have 4) or even a 
few eggs, please don’t hesitate to contact me. I’m sure our community would 
love to pull together to help. 

I’m sorry that we have had to cancel/postpone events, especially 
the Harmony Day assembly. These events are what usually help to 
make our community strong. Thank you to Tom for organising the 
Ride 2 School Day last Friday – it was a good job that took place on 
Friday and wasn’t planned for this week! Thank you, Tom! Thank 
you for your trust, support and understanding when we are needing 
to make these difficult decisions, but as you know, the health of our 
children and my staff is my priority. 
 
Even though we are surrounded by distressing news and images, it 
made my day to enter the school grounds to find that ‘Katrina and 
the Yarn Bombers’ have been yarn bombing the poles in the grey-
brick courtyard. A massive shout out to the Yarn Corner Facebook 
Group and Bali Portman who organised for this to happen. These 
yarns have been created across the whole of Australia. People came 
on the weekend from 2 hours away to help put these yarns up 
around our school! Amazing! A great way to cheer us all up. Thank 
you for brightening our day and our school, everyone! I was 
watching the children on Monday lunchtime exploring all the 
monsters and flowers on our poles. Thank you!  
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HARMONY WEEK 

The continuing message of Harmony Week is 
'Everybody Belongs' and its annual observance aims to 
encourage inclusiveness, respect and belonging for all 
Australians, regardless of cultural background, and 
celebrate core Australian values. 
 
Our students have been celebrating diversity in 
different ways across the school. Here are some photos 
of our junior students who wore their zodiac 
headbands and sung songs in Chinese.  
 
See across the page for some great illustrations for 
kids about diversity from artist Elise Gravel.  

School Council Elections 
School Council elections concluded on Tuesday and I am pleased to announce that we have elected six 
councillors across the parent and DET member categories. I would like to congratulate those who have 
been elected (as per the order on the ballot paper): 
 
Ann Catchlove 
Anna Symes 
Philip Carr 
Ross Allen 
Carly Rilen (DET) 
Sarah Boyle (DET) 
 
Ann, Philip, and Ross are returning members who will no doubt use their experience to fulfil their roles to 
the fullest, while new members Anna, Carly, and Sarah will come in with fresh eyes and fresh ideas. I 
would like to take this opportunity to thank all those who nominated, and our community for supporting 
the nominees with your votes. 
 
There are still opportunities to join our subcommittees which will be discussed in more detail in next 
week’s newsletter. The subcommittees are as follows: 
Finance (full) 
Buildings & Grounds 
Education 
Engagement 
Grants & Fundraising 
 
 
 
 

Please keep up to date with the Compass messages, and 
ensure your notifications are turned on at all times.  
 
I hope that you enjoy the last week of term and the 
upcoming holidays. 
 
Emma 

School Council represents all members of our wonderful school community. We acknowledge that 
the cultural diversity of councillors does not reflect the diversity of our school community and 
therefore actively encourage parents and carers from all cultural and linguistic backgrounds 
to consider joining our Engagement, Education, Buildings & Grounds and Grants & Fundraising Sub-
Committees. This will enable us to better represent voices and perspectives of our entire school 
community. Further information on the sub-committees will be  provided in the next newsletter. 
 
After School Activities 
Anita has advised me that after school circus lessons have been cancelled until further notice. Please 
contact Anita on 0416 505 962 if you have any questions.  
 
At this stage, after school music lessons through Creative Music are still happening.  
 
 
 

Remember to wear orange on 
Friday to celebrate Harmony 

Week! 
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Parents and carers, 
 
This years Mother’s Day Stall is fast approaching and I need your help! Over the last few years, I have 
been trying to make the Mother’s Day Stall less “kitschy” more “homemade”.  I would love for any 
creative people to donate some pieces to the stall for the kids to buy for their mothers, grandmothers, 
parents, carers or just someone they appreciate.  
 
In previous years, the wonderful community have donated things like preserves, plants, aprons, 
jewellery, well just all kinds of things.   
 
If you feel you can help with this, I will leave a box near the office (I believe this will be in the grey 
brick building after the holidays). 
The stall will be held in the week prior to Mother’s Day in May. I will let you know the exact date when 
we return from the break. 
 

Thanks everybody. 
 

Catherine Pfabe 
Mother’s Day/Father’s Day co-ordinator 

Increasing Pride and Confidence in government schools is a key goal of the Education State program – a 
program that is delivering record investment in school infrastructure right across Victoria. 
 
As Brunswick South West Primary School has recently received capital works funding, your school 
community would be ideal to help us quantify attitudes towards education and quality of infrastructure. 
 
The funding of your capital works program presents a fabulous opportunity to modernise the school with 
quality facilities.  It also allows your school community to take part in ground-breaking research that will 
help shape future infrastructure programs. 
 
We’re really interested to see if there’s a direct link between the Pride and Confidence the school 
community – staff, students and parents and carers – has for the school and the quality of their facilities 
and infrastructure. 
 
We plan to survey school communities at key points during the school upgrades – during the planning; 
at completion; and 12 months after completion. 
 
The survey consists of seven questions that will enable us to receive feedback and measure the impact 
your project creates within your school. Please follow the below link to complete the survey: 
 
https://engage.vic.gov.au/pride-and-confidence-public-schools 

SCHOOL PRIDE AND CONFIDENCE SURVEY 

https://engage.vic.gov.au/pride-and-confidence-public-schools
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RIDE 2 SCHOOL DAY 

The winners of the class and individual awards will be 
notified very shortly. We had 267 students actively 

commute to school on the day, 87% in total! Remember, 
just because the day is over doesn't mean you have to 

stop riding to school.  
 

Stay active and see you next year.  - Tom Preece 

Last Friday was Ride2School day and what a success it was! 
 

It was fantastic to see so many students (and teachers) 
riding, scooting, skateboarding or walking to school. A 
special mention to the students who dressed up in their 

spoookiest outfits and made their bikes and scooters match!  

CROSS COUNTRY 
On the 11th of March the Grade 3 to 6 students did cross country. We were put in to our age groups. The 
age groups are: 9,10 Girls/Boys, Under 11s Girls/Boys and 12,13 Girls/Boys. The 9,10s ran 2 kilometres 
and the Under 11s and the 12,13s ran 3 kilometres. The first 10 people made it in in each age group 
with one emergency.  
 
Everybody worked really hard, and we did really well. Well done to everyone that ran, and great job to 
everyone that made it in.  
 
By Ava.K and Leo. M  (Kellie’s Grade) 
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