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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT  

Any other existing calendar events will be reassessed and 
announced at a later date.   

 
Please keep an eye on the Compass Community Calendar.  

2020 CALENDAR 

Wed 15 April 9:00am First day of Term 2 for students 

Mon 8 June  Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday—No School 

Fri 26  June  Final Day for CSEF Applications 

Fri 26  June 2:30pm Last Day of Term 2—Early Finish 

Mon 13 July  First day of Term 3 

Tue 1 Sep  School Photo Day (rescheduled from April) 

Dear Community, 
  
Have you ever tried, “Alexa, home school the children!”? It doesn’t work, trust me, I tried it! 
  
I have had a number of phone calls from parents about the fun, issues, craziness, juggling-act and distress they have 
experienced these last few days. I want to say, on behalf of all the team at BSWPS, a massive THANK YOU. Thank you for 
doing all you can do. This is tough. I’m typing this from home with Ellie (daughter) in the background having an online 
drum lesson (yes drums)!!! Earlier I was on a conference call with Nerissa looking at school budgets and Ellie appeared 
dancing behind me (apparently it was her recess). Welcome to the new, strange world of online working/learning/
socialising and shopping! 

Jasper enjoyed having 
Ellie and I at home. 

Lots of cleaning! 
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The past few weeks, school holidays, have been very busy for all of us. The teachers have been amazing; testing their 
abilities with digital learning platforms, as well as working out how to teach the curriculum in a virtual environment. I 
thank you all for your support and patience during this time.  
 
During the holidays the builders have also been working hard, ramping up their days to 12 hours, trying to fast-track 
the building project, making the most of the empty school. 
 
Last night we had our school council meeting online. You will see the ‘screen-shot’ below. I would like to congratulate 
and thank Ann Catchlove on becoming our new school council President. I look forward to working with her, as I'm 
sure the community do also. A massive thank you to Ross for all his work as school council president over the past two 
years. Our community thanks you for all of your hard work and unwavering support of our school. Ross will continue as 
Vice-President, helping me particularly to over-see the continuation of the building works. I would also like to formally 
introduce Lynette Gillman, replacing Anthony Avotins who resigned from the role last year, and Anna Fogarty, our 
community member representing Waratah Satellite School. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Please remember that if you are interested in joining any of our sub-
committees we are looking for more community members. We will include 
information on this in next week’s newsletter. 
  
Please stay safe, and I look forward to seeing you all soon. 
 
Emma 
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MEET OUR 2020 SCHOOL COUNCIL 

Sonia Ingham  

Fundraising and Grants 
Subcommittee Chair 

Ann Catchlove 

School Council President 
Finance Subcommittee 

 

Ross Allen 

School Council  
Vice President 

Buildings and Grounds 
Subcommittee 

Philip Carr 

School Council Treasurer 
Finance Subcommittee 

Chair 

Anita Brown- 
Major 

Engagement  
Subcommittee Chair 

Michael Williams 

Engagement  
Subcommittee 

Lynette Gillman 

Education 
Subcommittee 

Chair 

Anna Fogarty 

School Council  
Secretary 

Buildings and Grounds 
Subcommittee 

Community Representative  
(Waratah Special School 

Parent) 

 

Emma Fuller 

BSWPS Acting  
Principal 

All Subcommittees 
 

Melannie  
Waldron 

BSWPS Teacher 
Buildings and Grounds 

Subcommittee 
 

Lucy Williams 

BSWPS Acting  
Assistant Principal 

Engagement  
Subcommittee 

 

Sarah Boyle 

BSWPS Teacher 
Funds and Grants  

Subcommittee 

Carly Rilen 

BSWPS Teacher 
Engagement  

Subcommittee 

Anna Symes 

Education 
Subcommittee 
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I spent my holidays improving myself 
and my house (we both needed it!). I 
did a free online course with Yale 
University, which is called “The 
Science of Well-Being” (here is a link 
if anyone is interested https://
www.coursera.org/learn/the-science-
of-well-being). My own well-being 
was greatly supported by Toffee, my 
furry-purry study companion, 
although she napped most of the time 
through the class! When I got tired of 
studying, I either skipped rope 
(thanks, Shar, for lending me the 
amazing equipment), or scrubbed my 
gas rings. It was jolly good fun!    
- Kevin 

Hey everyone! I spent a large part of my Easter holiday outside. I went for walks everyday (with 
my dog) and even got to a stage where I kicked a soccer ball against a wall for an hour. I know 
what you’re thinking! Boring right? Wrong. I actually enjoyed it and it was good practice. I did a lot 
of cooking this break as well, watched quite a few movies, read a book, worked on my bike, 
watched some old basketball, footy and soccer games from the 1990’s and played lots of Jenga! I 
did lots of video chatting with friends and family. Oh, and I also shaved my head. I don’t 
recommend you do that without your parents permission though. I can’t wait to see everyone back 
together again when the time comes. Stay safe everyone! 

Brenton 

WHAT WE DID ON THE HOLIDAYS 

Hi parents and kids! Wow, what a different 
holiday...  
I know some who are VERY happy about this whole 
isolation business - our pets!! Our dog Pip is living 
her best life with her family always at home with 
her!  
 
Having lots of time on our hands we have been 
spending LOTS of time in our house reading.  
- With Davis, I read a wonderful book about 
friendship and difference called 'Sick Bay'. It's by a 
local author called Nova Weetman. I even cried at 
the end! If you are in grades 3-6 I highly 
recommend it! 
- With Lottie, I have been reading a book series 
called 'Evie and Pog' by Tania McCartney - it's about 
a girl and her dog and lots of funny things happen 
to them. If you are in years prep-2, I think you 
might enjoy this series! 
- And for the grown-ups I recently finished a 
fabulous book called 'Fleishman is in Trouble' by 
Taffy Brodesser-Akner. One for your book pile! 
 
Happy reading everyone - and if you read a book 
that you love, send me an email to tell me all about 
it! We could share it in the newsletter 
too!  williams.lucy.m@edumail.vic.gov.au 
 - Lucy  
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On the holidays I read Harry Potter, planted our veggie 
garden with our winter veg and spent lots of time with my 
housemates. I also went for walks and chatted to friends 
over their fences.   
- Rosa 

I have been doing many puzzles with the 
family. 
Our cats are loving having us home - Bruno on 
the grey robe and Coco on the bunk.  
 
Easter Sunday I cooked the most delicious pork 
belly - I was very proud! I had to take a photo 
and send to my mum. 
 
I have been baking, baking, baking but not 
photos to prove it as I have hungry teenagers 
and husband who devour it. 
- Alison 

Hugo, Clem and I spent most of the holidays watching 
Studio Ghibli movies (My Neighbour Totoro is an absolute 
favourite in our house), building heaps of lego, going on 
adventure walks and bird watching. I learnt how to do 
fishtail braids on Clem. And we all ate way too much 
chocolate.  
- Jacqui 

I spent five days doing 
this puzzle. 

- Uli 

I practised making muffins 
and cinnamon scrolls. 
- Hayden  
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Well, holidays in isolation.  Hmmm, there is no such 
thing as isolation when you have kids! We all had a 
very busy holiday, keeping busy in a pretty small 
Brunswick home!  Many books were read, lots of 
movies were watched and lots of cooking and craft 
occurred.  We also started baking sourdough bread, 
and discovered all sorts of uses for the starter 
(sourdough pancakes and crumpets are to die 
for!).  We worked on puzzles, painted mandalas on 
stones and made fun connections with people in our 
street.  We have been writing fun facts of the day 
(or jokes) and putting them in people's letter boxes, 
have been creating funny videos of taking the bins 
out and sharing them in our street Facebook page, 
have been swapping homemade fruits and veggies 
with the neighbours, and have been swapping books 
and letters with the kids at the end of the 
road.  Even though our holidays weren't quite as 
exotic as we had planned (we were supposed to be 
in Europe this term), we are making the most of it, 
and are enjoying building relationships with people 
in different ways!  We are very lucky to live in a 
very friendly and small street.  I hope you all 
managed to find some time to do something you 
love, and that you were able to find some positives 
in these changing and challenging times.   
- Kim 

We completed this puzzle that we 
borrowed from Kim’s family. 
- Anya 

I found that doing art whilst I’ve been at home to 
be very relaxing. I put on some nice calming music, 
make myself a hot drink and just start creating. I 
drew the seahorse with the help of Arts For Kids 
Hub on YouTube. 
- Ashley 

What did you do on the holidays?  
We want to see!  

 
Send through stories and photos to 

Brunswick.sw.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au  


